
 

 

EMBLETON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH  
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Monday 24th May 2021 at 7.05pm, Creighton Hall, Embleton. 
 

 
Chair:  Terry Howells  
 
Present:  Raymond Carss, Ray Imeson, Chris German, Andrew Chillingsworth, Richard Manners, David 

Cooper, John Young, Karen Greenhoff 
 
Clerk:   Geoff Newcombe (Acting) 
 
Attendance: County Councillor (Cllr) Wendy Pattison, and two members of the public 
 
Apologies: Monica Cornall 
        
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH 
 
1. Welcome by the Parish Council Chair 
 
2. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting of the Parish  

The Minutes from 24th May 2019 were agreed as a true record.  
Proposer: Cllr Carrs 
Seconder: Cllr Imeson  
Unanimous 
 

3. Report from the Parish Council Chair of the work of the Council over the past 12 months.   

 
During the Parish Council (PC) year 2020/2021 all meetings were held remotely via Zoom. A total of 13 
meetings were held at which a total of 112 Councillors attended (representing over 90% attendance). In 
compliance with Government instructions all officers of the Council remained as the previous year. 
PC deliberations were dominated through the year by problems of parking at both Dunstan Steads and on Sea 
Lane. Due to Covid 19 restrictions holidays abroad were not possible in 2020 and therefore many more families 
holidayed in the UK. This led to greatly increased pressure on local facilities. Embleton, being one of the few 
coastal villages without an official car park, was overrun by visitors, particularly at the two areas mentioned 
above. The problems lasted until the second lockdown in September. The PC, fearing a repeat in 2021 of the 
unacceptable problems experienced during 2020, worked to formulate plans aimed, at worst, at reducing the 
problems if not eliminating them. The plans were submitted to Northumberland County Council (NCC), 
modified, reconsidered and eventually agreed. Unfortunately, no work had commenced by the end of this 
Council year. Throughout the discussions there were serious disagreements between the PC and some 
residents at Dunstan Steads as to the best way to attack the problem. In the end a compromise of sorts was 
reached although residents still felt a better solution could have been found. 
Continuing on the traffic theme a new traffic management scheme was installed in Christon Bank (chicanes 
and three electronic speed indicators). A scheme for Embleton village (20mph limit past the school and 30 
mph signs on Sea Lane and the Dunstan Steads roads) has commenced installation and is scheduled for 
completion by the end of May. 



 

 

During the year, all work on the Neighbourhood Plan was completed but the Referendum was not carried out 
in mid-2020 due to Covid 19 restrictions. It is now scheduled for June 2021.  
The completion of the transfer of ownership of Embleton Play Park from the Embleton Play Park Association 
(a charity) to the PC was completed just as Covid 19 restrictions forced the closure of the Park. During the 
year, when permitted, work has been carried out to repair equipment and replace chippings. A weekly and 
monthly examination of the Park and equipment has been introduced in addition to the annual insurance 
company inspection. 
The work of the Embleton Joint Burial Board (EJBC), on which the PC is the lead Council, has been concentrated 
on the conversion of Cemetery House (now Gateway Cottage) into an affordable home. After delays due to 
Covid 19 restrictions work was completed in November and a tenant move in during January. The rental 
received goes towards paying off the Public Works Loan (mortgage) on the house and the upkeep of the 
cemetery. The EJBC’s three PC’s (Craster, Embleton and Newton) are not now being called upon to help finance 
the cemetery. 
Within the quarry fences have been erected at the north end to create a pony secure paddock. During the 
winter two Exmoor ponies have eaten their way through much unwanted vegetation thus improving the site 
for wildflower meadows and increasing the biodiversity. As part of this programme the southern end of the 
Play Park site has been supplied with water and made ‘pony proof’ so that the ponies now have a summer 
home in the village. Work has been carried out, when permissible, to improve access to the quarry nature 
reserve (especially for the disabled) and the amenity as a whole. Projects such as the school outdoor 
classroom, pond dipping platform and changes to access from Whinstone View, which have been delayed due 
to Covid restrictions, have now been put on hold during the breeding season. The CAT (Community Asset 
Transfer) of the quarry land between the rear of the Whinstone View houses and the PC’s quarry land is 
progressing having been approved by NCC. The CAT relating to the Quarry house and surrounding land is more 
complex. Although NCC have agreed in principle that it can be gifted to the PC they require evidence that the 
PC can raise the money necessary to carry out the project to restore some of the house to use as a museum 
etc. Work on this is underway. 
As well as the major items described above many smaller projects have been started and completed or are 
ongoing. Examples of these include: - 

• Responding to planning application 

• Preparing the Local Transport Priorities 

• Dealing with overgrown footpaths etc. 

• Providing Chromebooks for Embleton school 

• Funding and organising Christon Bank well and village green projects. 

• Providing and maintaining dog bins etc. 

• Responding to and, where necessary, actioning parishioners’ requests. 
 

Close to the Annual Meeting of the Parish at 7:12pm 
 
 
   Chair ____________________ 
 
 

 Date   __________________ 


