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FELTON PARISH COUNCIL RECREATION FIELD COMMITTEE 
 
         Clerk:   Clair Lewis 
         65 Main Street 
         Felton 
         Northumberland 
         NE65 9PT 
         07809205548 

feltonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 

 
To the members of Felton Parish Council Recreation Field Committee: 
 
You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Recreation Field Committee on Tuesday 29 June 2021, at 7:30pm.   
 
The Meeting will be held in the Main Hall, Felton Village Hall.  Please note the following safety precautions which must be 
adhered to by councillors and attendees, due to the Covid-19 pandemic: 
 

1. You must not attend if you or anyone in your household, or social or childcare bubble has Covid-19 symptoms.   
2. There is a one-way system for entry and exit.   Please follow the signs on the doors.   
3. Social distancing must be adhered to at all times.  Please take particular care to keep your distance from others 

while waiting to enter and exit the Hall and in the entry and exit vestibules.  You may need to queue.  Should you 
need to use the toilet facilities while at the Hall, you must wait until the suite of toilets is empty before entering.  You 
should ensure that you maintain social distancing while in the toilet corridor.   

4. You must wear a mask at all times while in the Hall unless you are exempt.     
5. On Arrival, hand sanitiser is available immediately inside the entry doorway; please use this before entering the Main 

Hall.   
6. On Arrival, you must provide your track and trace details.  A sign in sheet will be provided for this purpose by the 

Parish Clerk, just inside the Main Hall.  The completed sheet will be held by the Parish Clerk in accordance with 
regulations and then permanently deleted.   

7. After signing in, please make your way directly to your seat and remain seated unless you are leaving the Hall or 
you are accessing the toilet facilities.  Your chair must remain at the required 2m distance from all other users, except 
those in your own household, or social or childcare bubble.    

 
The Hall will be kept ventilated as far as possible; you may wish to bring warm layers in case the air temperature is cool. 
 
Please note that restrictions on numbers have been imposed by the Village Hall Committee in compliance with Covid-19 
restrictions and the need for attendees to be socially distanced.  The Parish Council will admit public and press on a first come 
first serve basis.   

 
    Yours sincerely 
        Clair Lewis 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

AGENDA 
 
1. To elect a Chairman and declaration of acceptance of office 
2. To elect a Vice Chairman and declaration of acceptance of office  
3. Apologies for Absence 
4. Declarations of Interest  
5. To co-opt additional non-councillor members to the Committee 
6. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting on 27 April 2021 (Pages 2 and 3) 
7. Finance  

a. To receive update on current position (Page 4) 
 

8. ROSPA Safety Inspection – to review and agree actions (See ROSPA REPORT – Separate document) 
9. Play Area  

a. Toddler Swing – to agree recommendation to put to Parish Councils  
b. Bark – update and to agree next steps 
c. Play Area Redesign and MUGA Upgrade – update and to agree next steps as required   
d. Rear hedge – to receive update from Clerk 

10. Recreation Field  
a. Drainage issues – to receive update and agree actions  

11. To review all other ongoing matters on Action List and agree next steps as necessary.  
12. Date of Next Meeting:  Tuesday 27 July at 7:30pm  
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ITEM 6 – DRAFT MINUTES 

 
At the remote Meeting of the Recreation Field Committee held on Tuesday 27 April 2021. 
Present:   Cllrs Dickson, Sowter and Thornton (Felton Parish Council), Cllr Marshall (Thirston Parish Council), Mrs 

Clark, Mr Haddow  
In attendance:  C Lewis (Clerk)  
41. Apologies for absence – Mr Stewart 

42. Declarations of Interest – None  

43. The Minutes of a meeting held on 9 March 2021 were approved as a true record.  

44. Finances 

a. Year End Accounts for Felton Parish Council are being prepared and will be subject to the audit process.   

b. There has been expenditure by Cllr Sowter on grass seed and matting.  A further electricity invoice has been 

received.  The Clerk has submitted photos of the meter readings to the electricity company, who have stated 

they will update their records and issue an amended invoice.  There will be a substantial credit in due course.  

The Clerk will look at whether it would be possible to have a smart meter installed.  

c. Thirston Parish Council are discussing whether altered elector numbers should be used for calculating Thirston’s 

contribution to costs, to reflect the fact that their residents of Eshott and Burgham do not use the facility.  The 

Committee noted that some of Felton Parish’s resident live near Swarland and are more likely to use that facility.   

45. Terms of Reference  

Resolved:  Cllr Marshall and the Clerk to review the Terms of Reference and to report to the Committee.   
46. Play Area    

a. Toddler Swing – Three quotes have been received.  The Clerk will circulate these by email.     

b. Play Area Redesign and MUGA Upgrade – two site visits have taken place and the third is scheduled for 28th 

April.  Cllr Dickson suggested that prices are obtained for metal as well as timber.  The Clerk will chase for the 

quotes for the MUGA.  The Committee will need to take a decision whether to go for wood or metal and to come 

up with a process for evaluating the three designs, comparing price, quality and design. 

Resolved:  The Working Group to agree and suggest a process for evaluating the designs.    
c. Paths (referred from Felton Parish Council) – There is a mark up on the price of path material if bought 

through a play equipment supplier.     

Resolved:  To defer a decision on the paths until the design for the new play area has been selected.   
d. Bark – The Committee considered the timescale for the new play area and whether a bark order could be 

deferred until later, with a few dumpy bags of bark for under the swings.  It was agreed that this would probably 

be an expensive way to top up the bark.  The bark needs to be at safe levels, but any more than that is potentially 

a waste as it will likely be damaged during installation of a new park.   

Resolved:  Cllr Thornton to ask Fife’s if they supply play grade bark.    
e. Rear Hedge – The Clerk is awaiting a quote from the current landscaper.  It is currently nesting season, however 

the Committee noted that this has been ongoing for some time.  The current contractor did inform the Clerk that 

the work could possibly be carried out if there were no birds nesting in the hedge, and much of it is sparse and 

should be possible to check.  The Clerk will chase.     

f. Report from Clerk on Monthly Inspection – The following issues were reported:  

- The footplate to the rocker is damaged.  This will be cut off at ground level.    

 
Resolved:  Cllrs to carry out inspections on rota.  Mr Stewart to be asked to update checklist now that he is 
ROSPA qualified.   

 
47. Recreation Field  

a. Drainage – The Clerk is still awaiting a quote from Blewitts.  Christmas Farm have provided a flat rate fee for 

half a day.  The Committee asked for further information about how deep the exploration will be, whether they 

have a camera which can be used to investigate and whether they will be able to install an inspection pit.  The 
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Clerk will ask these questions.  The Committee suggested that Christmas Farm should be asked to visit the site 

before providing a further quote.  Safety fencing will be needed.   

b. CCTV – The Clerk has spoken with the NCC Animal Welfare Team.  They are able to use CCTV footage to 

issue fixed penalty notices and have successfully issued several at Longhorsely following installation of CCTV 

there.  The Clerk also spoke to the clerk to Longhorsely Parish Council.  They used a local firm called Atom 

Alarms at an approximate cost of £3,500 to £4,000.  The difference between the sites is that Longhorsely’s 

Village Hall is adjacent to the CCTV site and can be used to house the CCTV equipment and provide an 

electricity supply.  IT may be necessary to wait to install CCTV in conjunction with a building on the Field.    

48. Other Ongoing Matters on Action List  

a. 2020/1     Brambles around slide area – To be added to monthly check list   

b. 2020/9    Weeds in MUGA – Mr Stewart usually treats these and is qualified.     

c. 2020/11   All Weather Court Surface – Loose gravel on surface.  Clerk to put up signs.   

d. 2021/4     Damaged footplate to rocker – Rocker to be removed.   

e. 2021/9     Bike Track Pile – Clerk to follow up with Blewitts and to ask Christmas Farm for a quote.  

49. Charitable Trust – Cllr Marshall gave a brief report on the options for creating a charitable trust or other suitable 

entity to manage the Recreation Field, which would open up the available grants.  However, Cllr Marshall advised 

that the decision was not straightforward, as charitable trustees take on individual liability.  The Clerk will circulate 

Cllr Marshall’s previous note on this topic.    

50. Date of Next Meeting – The Clerk will try to book a meeting for the last week of May but this is dependent on 

availability at the Village Hall.    

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:35pm.     
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Recreation Field - Summary of Reserves Funds and Regular Income and Expenditure

Reserves Felton PC Thirston PC

Current 

Total 

All Weather Court Surface £11,000.00 £2,339.00 £13,339.00

Drainage £2,500.00 £2,500.00

Minor Expenditure £687.07 £687.07

Multi User Building £14,000.00 £3,500.00 £17,500.00

Play Area £3,771.42 £2,339.00 £3,771.42

Reserve figures include amount allocated to these in the current budget.  

Thirston Parish Council figure for All Weather Court Surface and Play Area is combined in one reserve. 

Thirston Parish Council figures correct at July 2020.  Thirston Parish Council figures for 2021/22 budget not yet known. 

2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Current Year (to date) 

REGULAR INCOME £61.82 £66.11 £69.80 £72.06 £72.93 £76.35 £77.45 £77.83

Electricity Wayleave £61.82 £66.11 £69.80 £72.06 £72.93 £76.35 £77.45 £77.83

Other £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00

REGULAR EXPENDITURE £3,011.42 £3,174.98 £2,909.53 £3,203.43 £4,966.79 £4,009.68 £3,840.46 £437.16

Clerk's Salary £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £165.57 £42.14 £364.24 £105.36

Room Hire £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £12.00 £12.00 £0.00 £0.00

Electricity £285.00 £296.40 £223.77 £358.32 £282.15 £719.73 £342.04 £116.89

Landscaping £580.00 £630.00 £560.00 £660.00 £715.00 £720.00 £670.00 £0.00

Grass Cutting £1,260.00 £1,350.00 £1,400.00 £1,400.00 £1,650.00 £1,800.00 £1,800.00 £0.00

Insurance £683.42 £695.58 £522.76 £577.61 £535.42 £542.81 £316.58 £0.00

ROSPA Safety Inspection £83.00 £83.00 £83.00 £87.50 £87.50 £93.00 £93.00 £0.00

Pest Control £120.00 £120.00 £120.00 £120.00 £120.00 £80.00 £0.00 £0.00

Minor Repairs £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £239.82 £214.91

Other £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £1,399.15 £0.00 £14.78 £0.00

Budget Allocation - Field £2,500.00 £2,500.00 £2,500.00 £2,500.00 £2,700.00 £2,700.00 £2,700.00 £2,700.00

Budget Allocation - Play Area £800.00 £600.00 £650.00 £2,000.00 £2,000.00 £0.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00

Budget Allocation - Lights £300.00 £400.00
Contribution from TPC (28%) £825.89 £870.48 £795.12 £876.78 £1,370.28 £1,101.33 £732.92 £0.00

BALANCE £1,176.29 £861.61 £1,105.39 £2,245.41 £1,176.42 -£132.00 £969.91 £3,740.67
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