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HUMSHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Parish (public) Meeting

6.30PM ON MONDAY, 17 MAY 2021

MINUTES
Online meeting link

Humshaugh Parish Council Minutes

PRESENT:

APOLOGIES:

IN ATTENDANCE:

Ian Batey, Kev Dodd, Rupert Gibson, Herbie Newell, Jerry Oliver, Chris Robinson,
Peter Woodward

None

Helyn Douglas (Clerk), NCC Cllr Nick Morphet, 2 residents, Hexham Courant reporter

1 WELCOME
Last year’s Chair, Rupert Gibson, agreed to Chair this meeting.  The newly elected Councillors
were present, along with two members of the public and a representative from the Hexham
Courant.  All were welcomed.

2 INTRODUCTION TO PARISH COUNCILLORS
Councillors introduced themselves.

3 CHAIR’S REPORT – review of the past year
A full list of achievements is in the document above and Rupert Gibson expanded on these.
The ground maintenance has gone well, the village is very tidy, and the machinery on the
whole is brand new.   The bus stop has been brushed out and the windows cleaned on a
regular basis.  All three dog waste bins have been emptied and disinfected every week, and
cleaned.

Regarding the grounds maintenance, no ‘ringing’ has been done again this year (that is,
spraying weed killer around trees, lamp posts, etc). Additional strimming is likely to be
required instead (at an extra cost).  The Clerk has a list of the duties Mr T Bell is contracted to
carry out.

The County Council has carried out quite a few jobs in the village last year, including the tar
and chip of the main road surface, major tarmacking of the Haughton Raad, and the
construction of a footpath across the front of the ‘playing field’ in association with a new
fence supplied by the Playing Field Trust.  NCC is also due to adopt the Electronic Vehicle
charging point at the Village Hall.  This will mean the unit will be ‘driver pays’ (as with other
NCC charge points), and this will avoid the Parish Council needing to cover the maintenance
costs.
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Cllr Gibson outlined the role of a Parish Council, noting that it is non-political and focuses on
local matters, its main funds are raised by precept (currently £13k per year), and that it is
advised to hold a level of reserves (no more than twice its precept).

Cllr Gibson feels sure he passes the Parish Council on to the new year in very good shape.
Lastly, he thanked all retiring members of the Parish Council for their extraordinary
contributions to the village over many years.

4 OPEN DISCUSSION
No issues were raised.

Close of meeting at 18:40
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