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HUMSHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL
Bi-Monthly Parish Council Meeting

*7.30PM on MONDAY, 17 MAY 2021

MINUTES
Humshaugh Parish Council Minutes

Join the online meeting

*This meeting followed on immediately after the closure of the preceding meeting.

PRESENT:

APOLOGIES:

IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr Herbie Newell (Chair), Cllr Ian Batey, Cllr Kev Dodd, Cllr Rupert Gibson, Cllr Jerry
Oliver, Cllr Chris Robinson, Cllr Peter Woodward

None

Helyn Douglas (Clerk), NCC Cllr Nick Morphet, 2 residents, Hexham Courant reporter

A INTRODUCTION TO COUNCILLORS

B PUBLIC FORUM

i) Pesticides
A resident put forward a request for pesticides to be banned in the Parish.  This item is on the
agenda for discussion.

ii) Street lighting
One resident asked if it would be possible to ask NCC to turn off the street lighting in the village
during the night (12 midnight until 5am)?  This request was passed to County Councillor N
Morphet to take up.

C UPDATE FROM NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL - CLLR NICK MORPHET

Cllr Morphet reported that he had just had his induction as a new County Councillor.  He will
soon have an NCC email and mobile phone number, and also plans to set up a Facebook page
and circulate dates for surgeries.  He has put his name forward to sit on County Council
committees for cycling & walking, and climate change.

In this parish his priorities are to support Humshaugh Net Zero, and to look at speed reduction
measures for the residents at New Houses, Chollerford. He promised to look in to the pesticides
and street lighting issues raised tonight.

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies are listed above.
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2 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
The Clerk reminded members that interests should be declared at the start of the meeting for any
relevant items on the agenda; but an interest can also be declared during the meeting if required.
No interests were declared.

3 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING - 11 MARCH 2021
The minutes were agreed to be accurate.  These will be physically signed at a future meeting.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)
4.1 Humshaugh Skateboard Park - 20/04409/FUL - comments submitted / granted

The Chair reported that the skateboard park is more accurately the installation of the zip wire at the
playing field.  Permission has been granted and work will commence soon.

4.2 Playing Fields Trust - donation complete
The donation of £3,000 has now been fully paid (towards the zip wire project).

4.3 Seat fitting - complete
The new seat has been fitted.

4.4 Grassed area outside Village Hall - complete
The initial repair to the damaged grass at the Village Hall has taken place.  Many thanks to retiring
Councillor G Elliott and to Mr T Bell for that work.

4.5 No smoking signs (and notice board)
Retiring Councillor G Elliott has sourced and put up a number of new ‘no smoking’ signs at the bus
shelter.  The notice board is not yet in place.

4.6 Speed calming plans - circulated
The Chair asked that these plans be re-circulated to ensure the new Councillors have sight of them.

ACTION: CLERK

4.7 Broken Gate at Horton Lane
This gate remains to be fixed; Tim Fish at NCC confirmed that it is the landowner’s responsibility.  Cllr
R Gibson thinks that the gate is on a boundary between two landowners and that may be the cause
of the delay.  The Chair offered to contact one of the landowners (Nelsons) to discuss this.

ACTION: CHAIR

5 PLANNING - view NCC planning applications

There were no plans to review.

The Clerk confirmed that she receives notifications from the County Council of all relevant
applications for the Parish, but clarified that domestic applications would not normally be brought
forward for review.

6 FINANCES
6.1 Bank Statements and recent payments

The focus at this May meeting is the end of year accounts, but at subsequent meetings the Clerk will
provide a budget update, and bank statements are made available on the website.

6.2 Insurance Renewal for Parish Council (yr 3 of 3 multi-year deal) £425.34

Minutes signed by Chair
Humshaugh Parish Council

Date approved
Minutes of meeting 17 May  2021

http://committee.northumberland.gov.uk/ParishCouncils/ParishCouncil.aspx?pcID=224
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kmaYxWZN7-HM3Rs2SeBIMnfv6JKaUfi2d-un6qlsvRQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DK8nxftmBmv-naSrle1ASjFd_kDswJ24ESUnmNNpyzI/edit?usp=sharing
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/search.do?action=simple
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B6GmEd7LcI74VGtXTmJwcTFEamM?usp=sharing


Page | 3 of 4

Councillors agreed to renew the insurance.  The Clerk noted that next year new quotes will be
needed once this multi-year deal ends.

ACTION: CLERK

6.3 Payment to internal auditor
Members agreed to the purchase of a gift card for the auditor of £30 as a thank you for his efforts.

ACTION: CLERK

7 BUSINESS
7.1 Dog Fouling letter to residents

The Chair reported that the incidence of dog fouling (particularly at Haughton Lane) has reduced
significantly since new signage has been put up - these signs were designed by the children of the
First School.  There appears to have been a positive response by residents to these notices.  For that
reason Councillors agreed not to send out the letter to residents, though this may be revisited in the
future.

7.2 Speed warning signs further maintenance
This sign had been repaired / serviced recently but was then put up some distance away at Wall and
it was some time before it was reported as not working. It is now stored in the shed at the Village
Hall awaiting the engineer.   Swarco has agreed to come out to look at it again but no date has yet
been fixed.  The Clerk is to chase this up.

ACTION: CLERK

7.3 Northumberland National Park Authority Parish reps sought - nominations by 27 May 21
This was covered under the previous agenda, and Cllr R Gibson plans to apply.

8 REPORTS & UPDATES from Councillors
8.1 Car parking outside the Village Shop

Cllr P Woodward reported that a resident had complained to him about a lack of consideration by
some car users parking on the road outside the Village Shop: leaving engines running, parking over
drives or blocking alleyways.  Cllr C Robinson noted that this is a Police matter, but Cllr Woodward
hoped that alternative solutions could be found. This item is to be added to the next agenda.

ACTION: CLLR P WOODWARD / CLERK

9 CONSULTATIONS
There were no issues raised.

10 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)
10.1 Reduce the use of pesticides & herbicides - request from resident

A resident had contacted the Clerk to state that a verge had been damaged by weed killer and this
prompted them to ask to ban the use of all pesticides across the Parish.  It is unclear who sprayed
the verge in question but it could be the County Council, or a resident.  The Clerk clarified that the
Parish Council does not use either pesticides or herbicides. It is unclear what use the County Council
makes of these in the Parish.  The Parish Council does not have the remit to ban its use by private
individuals or landowners, though a dialogue could be started.

Councillors were strongly supportive of the request but agreed that further information was needed.
The Chair suggested taking this up initially with the Groundsman at the suggested site meeting.

ACTION: CLERK

On a related issue, Cllr R Gibson reported that herbicides have been used in the past for tree ‘ringing’
(weed killing around tree bases, etc) but not for the past couple of years.  When ringing is not carried
out then additional strimming (at a modest cost) is probably required.
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10.2 Vaccination Centre opens - Hexham Mart, 13 May 21
This information was noted.

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

11.1 Hadrian’s Wall Footpath re-routing
A resident had written in to request Parish Council support for re-routing the Hadrian’s Wall walk
between Wall and Chollerford, including the building of a new bridge.  Councillors were broadly
supportive of this and will discuss it at the next meeting.

ACTION: CLERK

11.2 Local Authority Treescape Fund
The aim of this government initiative is to increase tree planting in local communities, including
building a pipeline of projects for community planting in future years. Northumberland County
Council plans to submit a bid and has recently asked for Town & Parish Councils with land available
for tree planting to come forward as partners.

The Chair asked what land the Parish Council owns or manages - the Clerk clarified that the Parish
Council does not own or manage any land.  The Chair noted that small areas under half a hectare are
being sought so suggested that verges (such as the land next to The George) and possibly housing
association land could be used.  To that end the Chair has completed the expression of interest form
on behalf of the Parish Council.  This item will be discussed at a future meeting.

ACTION: CLERK

12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
7pm on Thursday, 08 July 2021 - venue tbc
It is hoped that the next meeting will be held in person.  It may need to take place in the main hall at
the Village Hall (instead of the Supper Room).  Cllr P Woodward will book the room on that date, and
for the remaining dates.  (It was noted that the Parish Council receives room hire for free, in return
for cutting the grass at the Village Hall.)

Close of meeting at 20.25
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