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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
*7.30pm on TUESDAY, 18 MAY 2021

(online)

MINUTES
Minutes are also available online

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88020222644

*This meeting followed on immediately after the closure of the preceding meeting.

PRESENT: Peter Coates, Glen Fahy, Peter Lovering, Chris Marr, Jon Mills, Janet
Quinn, Richard Tordoff

APOLOGIES: None

IN ATTENDANCE:
County Council: Cllr David Towns, NCC
Clerk: Helyn Douglas
Public: Mark Davies

A PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)
There were no items raised.

B Update from Northumbria Police
PC Amy Smith is the Neighbourhood Policing Officer. She is unfortunately often
not able to attend due to her shift working pattern. However she has agreed to
provide an update before each meeting of any crimes or significant incidents that
have been reported in the Parish.  She has confirmed there were no incidents to
report this time.

PC Smith reminded residents to report any issues of concern using the 101 service
(by phone or online).  The Clerk has asked if PC Smith’s direct contact email and
mobile can be circulated to Councillors or added to the website - she is awaiting a
reply.  The Clerk suggested that Crimestoppers can also be used and is an
anonymous service.

ACTION: CLERK

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - Cllr David Towns

Cllr D Towns congratulated all those Councillors elected to the Parish Council and
looks forward to working with them.
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The County Council is now in the overall control of the Conservative party.  The
new cabinet and portfolio holders will be agreed on 26 May.

i) Butcher’s Lane
Cllr Towns is due to meet with Martin King (Highways, NCC) to look at various
highways issues in the division, and in this parish specifically that includes the
Butcher’s Lane footpath.  There is apparently a query over whether all sections of
the path are part of the public highway.  Cllr Towns believes it is all public highway
but the issue does need to be clarified before any remedial work is planned.  The
footpath reinstatement will be an expensive job as the path needs to be dug up
and the ground stabilised.  Cllr Towns hopes to arrange for some quicker wins,
such as getting the verge cut back.

ii) Dairy Lane
There is a limit on what NCC can do regarding the new footpath as any private
legal disputes are beyond its remit, but NCC does commit to provide support
where it can.

Cllr P Coates is anxious to see the footpath issue addressed; the understanding
was that the developer would start the path once the first house had been sold
but this has not yet happened.  Cllr J Quinn stated that the proposed path will not
be wheelchair accessible, even though some residents are wheelchair users - she
feels this is not acceptable.

iii) Gullies
Cllr Towns was led to believe that his request for gully cleaning had been actioned,
but he can see that these are still blocked.  He will request that this is done again.

Cllr P Coates commented that one of the gullies on Main Street may have been
emptied but not all of them had been.  On Butcher’s Lane the heavy rain over
winter has washed soil off the fields and blocked some of the pipes, as the newly
installed gully pot floods frequently during even short spells of rain.

D RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:
● Longhirst Colliery - Norah Dryden
● Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson
● Micklewood - Cllr J Mills / Cllr J Quinn

i) Longhirst Colliery
N Dryden is not in attendance and has not passed on any items to raise.  The only
issue outstanding is the wheelie bin - covered under the main agenda.

ii) Longhirst Hall
Drainage problems at the Dairy Lane site
Mr A Robson reported that residents are again unhappy with the quality of work
being carried out on the site.  Whilst digging a drainage channel the water main
was damaged and burst leaving residents over a large area without water and
nearly flooding one of the properties.
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That drainage channel  was understood to be for a storm drain but is apparently
part of the main storage system.  Mr Robson is unclear if planning permission has
been given for that change .  Also a number of trees have been destroyed during
the work, to date only some of that has been reinstated. Mr Robson understands
that new contractors will be appointed but this is delaying the works on site, and
the installation of the path.

Cllr J Quinn noted that the drainage trench is intended for water, gas and
electricity - this is against building regulations and has been reported to the HSE
but no response has yet been received.

Overall the approach of the developer and contractors is not very encouraging
and Mr Robson does not expect the works to be complete by the stated date of
March 2022.  Cllr P Lovering suggested making direct contact with the NCC
Planning Officer who reviewed the case previously, sending her a list of concerns.

iii) Micklewood House
No issues were raised.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies are listed above.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
New template if required - Updated Northumberland DOI register form - January 2020

There were no declarations made.

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 04 MARCH 2021

The minutes were agreed as an accurate record and will be signed at a future
meeting.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)
4.1 Wheelie Bin for Longhirst Colliery

There are issues to resolve around whether a wheelie bin can be installed, or
whether a ground fixed bin is required.

ACTION: CLERK
4.2 Public Rights of Way

Cllr J Mills has spoken to Tony Derbyshire (Countryside Officer, NCC) and has
received a map and instructions on the issues to look for and log.  Cllr Mills is
receiving help from at least two other residents who are happy to survey the 13
bridleways and footpaths in the Parish. Members look forward to seeing the
results.

ACTION: CLLR J MILLS / CHAIR
4.3 Longhirst Leader item on ‘call blocking’

This action point is complete.

5 PLANNING (search the NCC Planning Portal)
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5.1 Station Cottages - 18/00817/AGTRES; 20/04065/VARYCO; 21/00069/CLEXIS
5.2
5.3

Domino's Field - 19/00991/FUL
Dairy Lane 19/04265/REM

There are no updates on these items.

6 HIGHWAYS ISSUES
6.1 Speed Warning Signs

Covered under the Chair’s report in the Annual Parish meeting.

6.2 Ashington Road Flooding and Old Manhole Covers
The Chair was however concerned that the manhole covers have not been
replaced on this stretch of road, and it has been around 18 months since this was
first reported.  Cllr D Towns promised to look in to this.

ACTION: CLLR D TOWNS
6.3 Linton Road (C125) Major Repairs

Covered under the Chair’s report in the Annual Parish meeting.

6.4 Drainage/Gullies
Covered under the update from NCC Cllr D Towns.

6.5 Butcher’s Lane
Neil Snowdon (Highways, NCC) has finally got back in touch about the requested
site meeting.  Members agreed to alert him to the fact Cllr Towns and Mr King are
in discussions, and to ask Mr Snowdon to get involved in that.

ACTION: CLERK
7 BUDGET

7.1 Bank Statements 20/21
Salary and HMRC payments are now being made by standing order.  The regular
budget monitoring will recommence at the next meeting. The rent for the
Football field has been received early (paid early by mistake by the tenant) so that
income will appear twice in the 20/21 financial year.

7.2 Insurance Renewal
The previous long-term agreement ends this year, and the Clerk has sourced new
quotes for the renewal (due on 01 Jun):

● BHIB (Aviva) - £448 for a 3yr fixed discount deal
● Zurich - £502 for a 3yr fixed discount deal
● Came & Company - £737 for one year

The Councillors agreed to take out the 3 yr fixed rate through BHIB.  The Clerk
noted that with this policy the Parish Council will also get a free licence to Parish
Online digital mapping software (worth c £100 / yr).

ACTION: CLERK
7.3 Field Farm Tenancy Agreement

The Clerk suggested moving the renewal date for the agreement to May (starting
next year), as the timetable is tight to organise this in April (provided this is
suitable to the tenant).  Also the tenant got confused and paid this early (in
March, before receiving the invoice).  Councillors agreed to this.

7.4 Payment to internal auditor
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Councillors agreed to purchase a gift card worth £30 as a thank you to the
auditor.

ACTION: CLERK
8 BUSINESS

8.1 Support for village groups during Covid-19
There were no issues raised.  This can be taken off as a standard item on the
agenda from the next meeting (though groups can still request funds).

8.2 Wildlife Project
The Chair is still working on developing detailed plans for this project (tree
planting and general re-wilding around the village) and suggested that he
present his ideas at a public meeting.  He will also sound out the Woodland Trust
to discuss their possible involvement.  An article about this will be included in a
future issue of the Longhirst Leader.

ACTION: CLLR P COATES

Related to this is an initiative called the Local Authority Treescape Fund.  This is a
government initiative aimed at increasing tree planting in local communities,
including building a pipeline of projects for community planting in future years.
NCC has asked for Town & Parish Councils with land available for tree planting to
come forward as partners and the Chair has completed an Expression of Interest
form on behalf of the Parish Council.

9 CONSULTATIONS
There were no items raised.

10 REPORTS from Councillors
10.1 North East Grains liaison meeting

NE Grains is modernising its members’ agricultural trailers in line with
government requirements.  Hopefully the indirect benefit to residents of this
upgrade will be less noise from vehicles travelling to the site.  NEG has also
agreed to amend the wording on the signage for drivers exiting the site from
being “advisory to turn right” to being that they “must turn right”.

There is a space for another Parish Councillor on the liaison group (previously
held by Catherine Farrell).  The Chair suggested Cllr G Fahy take this as he lives on
the lorry route and has been involved previously in some of the discussions.  Cllr
Fahy agreed.  The liaison group is therefore Cllr P Coates, Cllr C Marr and Cllr G
Fahy.  The Chair will send round details of the next meeting to these councillors.

ACTION: CLLR P COATES
10.2 Potland Park - letter submitted and update

There was a recent planning change regarding drainage on the site and this was
supported by the Parish Council.  However, Cllr G Fahy is disappointed that some
public rights of way are still blocked by fencing five years after the site ceased to
be an opencast mine.  He expressed his frustration at not getting any response
from Advance Northumberland to any of his emails about this (these date back to
October 2020).

This is a very popular walking area, even more so during lockdown, and people
are now walking randomly across the area because of the lack of suitable open
paths.  Cllr Fahy has the drawings and maps of the temporary and new routes on
the site and is happy to share these with anyone who is interested.
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Councillors would like Advance to call a meeting of all the parishes that cover the
area of the park, and hear about the future plans for the site.

Cllr D Towns (NCC) asked Cllr Fahy to forward on the emails he has sent in, and
he will contact Ken Dunbar (Chief Executive, Advance Northumberland) and Cllr
Richard Wearmouth (NCC).

ACTION: CLLR D TOWNS

11 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)
There were no issues raised.

12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There were no issues raised.

13 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
● 7pm on Thursday, 01 July 2021 - venue tbc

Close of meeting at 20.15
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