Felton Parish Council, Northumberland
AGAR Part 3
Annual Governance Statement 2020/21
Explanation for ‘No’ Responses

Assertion 4. Exercise of Public Rights
Issue: The Parish Council has not yet received the notice of the conclusion of the external auditor’s
limited assurance review of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019/20, due to
challenge correspondence received by the external auditor. The external auditor has not completed
its review. The Parish Council is therefore unable to publish the notice on its website, as is has not
been received. The Parish Council must therefore respond ‘No’ to Assertion 4.
Action Taken: The Clerk and Chairman are in contact with the external auditor and the Parish Council
awaits the outcome of the review. The notice of conclusion of audit will be published as soon as this
is received by the Parish Council.

Assertion 5. Risk Management
Issue: Implementation of the risk assessment policy, in particular physical inspections, has not taken
place in line with the risk management policy.
Action Taken: The Clerk has identified risk management software which she will recommend to the
Property Management Committee, to streamline and improve risk management and recording. The
newly appointed Property Management Committee will take an active responsibility for implementing
policy and carrying out or arranging inspections.

Assertion 7. Reports from Auditors
Issue: The internal audit identified a need to put in place formal documentation regarding the use of
the Parish Council’s printer by the Village newsletter team. This is an ongoing issue and also appeared
in previous internal audit reports. The issue has not yet been resolved.
Action Taken: The Chairman has contacted the local branch of the National Association of Local
Councils for advice, and this request has been passed to the national organisation, as to options for
resolving the issue.
Issue: Challenge correspondence was received by the external auditor relating to the 2019/20
financial year. The external auditor has not yet concluded its review or issued its notice of conclusion
of audit. The Parish Council are therefore unable to confirm whether they have taken all action
required by the external auditor.
Action Taken: The Parish Council is awaiting the outcome of the external audit and when received will
take action as required.

