
 

 

WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

    Draft Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 
Held on Monday 24th May 2021 @ 7pm – at Glendale Middle School, Wooler 

 
Present: Councillor Caroline Cumming (Chair) Councillors: Rob Donkin, Joyce Robertson, Helen Deane-Hall,   
Kevan Curry, Cllr Mark Mather 
 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), P C Curtis Ritchie, Paul Watson, Jenny Pollock (Glendale Live) 
 
21/81 APOLOGIES 

 
Cllr Mark Napier (Vice), Cllr Helen Leighton-Rose, Cllr Duncan Veevers 

      
21/82 PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – Maximum 5 mins per item 

None 

21/83 APPLICATIONS FOR VACANT COUNCILLR POSITION  
 

Paul Watson addressed the meeting to present his application to join the Parish Council. Cllr 
Robertson asked if available every month – Paul Watson confirmed he was as mainly working from 
home since last March, feels unlikely to change. Mr Watson left the meeting and the Council voted 
unanimously to accept his application. Cllr Watson re-joined the meeting and signed his declaration of 
acceptance. 

 
21/84 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

 
Cllr Helen Deane-Hall 21/90 

 
21/85 LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 

 

 PC Ritchie congratulated Cllr Mather on becoming the new County Councillor, and confirmed how 
difficult it had been over the past few months but was glad to begin to be back in the community. 
 
1/ There was stramash (Scottish for a minor disturbance) in the town centre but no complaints were 
made. 
Crime wise very little over the last few months, still getting police presence. Neighbourhood team now 
start in Wooler. Local policing is remaining the same. 

 

 Police Action on Drugs 
PC Ritchie was not able to report directly on the drug problems in Wooler, however he did note that all 
intelligence is acted upon and any concerns should be reported to the police, either via phone or on 
the website. He also reported that during the lockdown domestic related violence had increased but 
rural crime had decreased. 
Cllr Helen Deane-Hall noted her concern about how “available” drugs appeared to be to the young 
people in Wooler. Discussions followed regarding possible reasons for problems, although it was 
noted that this was a UK wide issue. Early prevention is better, any information can be fed into crime 
stoppers anonymously. The meeting discussed recent issues experienced at Brysons Park. 
 
A formal invite is to be sent to the new Sergeant. 
 
Concerns were raised for planned events over the August bank holiday period and the Clerk to check 
if PSPO order is in place. 

 
       21/86 CORONAVIRUS – Covid 19      REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 

 Update – Cllr Mather reported that the idea was to get people out to Community coffee mornings 
(Glendale Hall re-opens on 26th June) letter to be produced to offer service. 
 

       21/87 PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
 

To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 26th April ‘21  
 
The Parish Council read through the minutes.   



 

 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26/4/21 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.              
Cllr Deane-Hall proposed the minutes and Cllr Donkin seconded them.  The Chair signed the minutes. 
 

       21/88 MATTERS ARISING       REVIEW & DISCUSSION 
 

To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council – noted on 
page 2 that the grate at Bulter Court was now mended. 

 
21/89 PARISH REPORT        UPDATE & DECISION 

 

 First School Site/Cemetery Land – Suggestions for use A site meeting is to be suggested with the 
PCC to progress the cemetery land.  
Discussions followed regarding the procedure to hear suggestions from Community regarding 
remainder of site – meeting agreed that informal meeting should be organised allowing presentations 
to take place under strict Covid rules. 
 

 Cllr email addresses – The Clerk confirmed that these were now in place and the meeting agreed 
the form  - first name.last name@woolerparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

 Butler Court Grate – repairs completed 
 

 Old COOP Letter – no response had been received 
 

 NCC Issues –  Update The meeting agreed that these are now to be handled through County 
Councillor Mather. He will report back monthly to WPC. 

 

 Slater Fun-fair – The Clerk informed the meeting that an approach had been made from Slaters to 
bring a fun fair to Scotts Park in June. Information had been provided regarding the process for 
ensuring Covid secure environment, discussion followed and it was agreed that any damage to Park 
area would be billable to Slaters, although it had not been a problem previously. A charge of £400 will 
be payable, Cllr Robertson proposed, Cllr Mather seconded – all agreed although more notice is to be 
asked for in future. 
 

21/90 SCHOOL FARM FIELD SITE      DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Water/Water Bowser – Cllr Mather and The Clerk had attended a meeting with Northumbrian Water 
regarding the installation of water to the site. Northumbrian water agreed to help with contribution of 
pipework, meters and taps. Bentleys also agreed to provide labour to install the pipework and sanitise 
to ensure acceptance by compliance. Contractor to dig trench for pipework to be laid and following 
inspection, to fill in. A letter is to be sent to WCFG with cost. Water bowser ordered and should be on 
site within 2 weeks. 
 

 Polytunnel – Lease and Update The meeting was informed that boards are still to be put up and tape 
to mark out floors – should be ready for weekend (29th May) Cllrs to help. Cllr Mather extended thanks 
to Cllr Donkin, The Clerk and her husband and her friends Colin Martin & Joan Douglas for helping 
move the Herris fencing sections. Cllr Donkin confirmed that the plants purchased for the street will be 
planted within 2 weeks. Cllr Donkin also thanked Cllr Curry and Michael Fairbairn from Alnwick – the 
meeting agreed a letter is to be sent. 
 

  
        21/91 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT     REPORT & DECISION 
 

Cllr Mather reported on first two weeks. Jetter has been into Cheviot St & The Peth, working with 
Highways to get the speed signs moved to grass before Fenton Grange – all agreed. Speeding 
appears to be a problem across all Parish Councils, and Cllr Mather reported on concerns that all 
Wooler children have been denied access to Alnwick High School, rather having to go to Berwick. 
Parents are very concerned that the only option for their children is a school in special measures. Cllr 
Mather felt that it is wrong that Wooler children are penalised and is particularly difficult if parents 
have children in both schools. Discussions followed and Cllr Mather agreed he was happy to take on 
NCC problems and report back. 
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        21/92 SCOTTS PARK/BRYONS PARK     UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Land Transfer – The Clerk has again emailed NCC, passed to Estates but nothing forthcoming. NCC 
have been informed that no costs will be accepted by Wooler PC until Brysons Park is transferred 
over. 

 

 Scotts Pk Play Area – Steering Group Cllr H D-H to approach chair of PTA and the Clerk to send 
an email to the school for distribution to all parents. 

 

 Scotts Park Toilets – Refurbsihment/Opening Cllr Curry to check availability of taps, and report 
back. Toilets would need to be cleaned 3 times a day – cost may be an issue therefore. 

 

 Bollards – NCC finally agreed that repairs should be carried out by NEAT team. Clerk to keep 
requesting dealt with. 

 

 Riverside – The meeting agreed that as the existing caretaker cannot remove ivy from trees as is 
allergic to it, the contractor that did the work on the Tory Bank is to be asked to work on the current 
hourly rate to remove the ivy from the trees on the Riverside. 

 
 
        21/93 TORY SITE/TORY BANK    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
  

 War Memorial Update – The meeting confirmed that they had received the quotation from the 
Architect but that due to time constraints this would be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

 Local Authority Treescape Fund – the Clerk informed the meeting that NCC had an initiative 
running and that the PC had expressed an interest. 
 

  Tree works update – Nothing further to report. 
 

 Archbold Cottages – Cllr Mather confirmed that the landlords, Castle & Coast, had finally made 
contact and agreed that the satellite could be attached but that they would not contribute. 
Disappointing response from them oth in terms of outcome and time frame. 

 
21/94 Litter Pick – GGT/Cllr Mather had spoken regarding a joint venture for litter pick week. Suggestion 

that equipment can be collected from GGT and an area chosen. The meeting agreed that it would be 
good to get younger members of the community involved andCllr Curry to call in at thDrop In. Cheviot 
Centre to co-ordinate. 

 

     21/95 PLANNING MATTERS            DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 21/01437/FUL – Roof terrace and guard rail, 17 Magdalene Court, Wooler, NE71 6AY – no issues 
 

 21/0753/REM -  Reserved Matters application for approval of appearance, landscaping, layout and 
scale on approved application 13/00802/OUT Land North of High Fair – Cllr MAtherconfirmed this 
had been requested to go before the Planning Committee. 

 
21/96 PLANNING DECISIONS       UPDATE & DECISION  

 

 Erection of one detached house, Building plot, Ryecroft View, Wooler – GRANTED 

 Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) on application 20/02446/LBC in order to amend layouts to 
improve resident accommodation. The Old Vicarage, 26 Cottage Road, Wooler - GRANTED 
 

21/97 OUTSIDE BODIES     REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 
None 
 

21/98 COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS   REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Cllr Mather noted that a request had been received from Glendale Agricultural Society to install a seat 
opposite their office near the Flower Fountain. This is to be done at the Society expense – all agreed. 

 
 
 



 

 

21/99 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 28h June 2021 at 7pm, The Annual Parish Meeting 
will be held directly before this meeting at 6.30pm 
 

21/100 AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
  Alternative emergency exit/entrance to Oliver Road and blocking of thoroughfare to Burnhouse Road 
 

       21/101 FINANCE 
 

 Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 
 

NCC – weekly play park inspections 2021-2022 2724.80 Tfr 

Caretaker – 26.10.20-18.4.21 20.5hrs 205.00 Tfr 

Pitman Computers-repartition harddrive 40.00 Tfr 

Insurance – 2021/2022 Reduction 626.69 Tfr 

Viking – Toilet Paper/gloves 98.93 Tfr 

IONOS – WPC email addresses 10.00 DD 

Clerks & Council Direct – FSC 88.56 Tfr 

Viking – Toner cartridges 316.73 Tfr 

Plants for Polytunnel 239.18 Tfr 

Plants for Polytunnel 30.97 Tfr 

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 


