
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an electronic meeting held on Monday 8th March 2021 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs Pescod, Gilfillan and Marshall, County Cllr Quinn, 4 members of the public and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
2014:  Apologies for Absence: Apologies for absence was accepted for Cllr Smith.

2015: To confirm the minutes of the previous meetings held on 11/01/2021: 

Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and will be signed in due course.

2016: County Councillors Report: County Cllr Quinn was in contact with a resident regarding school admissions; she had also been asked to help with regards recent window installation which she was reporting to Trading standards. She had been in touch with Highways regarding the blind bend on the road to Ovingham but remarked this would be a long-term issue. County Cllr Quinn also admitted that recent repairs to potholes were not acceptable. Covid-19 figures continued to fall. She had no update regarding Overdene and thought NCC were currently keeping a low profile. Cllr Pescod relayed a request from Cllr Pigg that Highways consider laying planings on part of St. Andrews Lane. This has not been done for some time – County Cllr Quinn will submit a request.

As this was her last meeting with Ovington, Cllr Pescod thanked County Cllr Quinn for her help and support over the last few years.

County Cllr Quinn left the meeting at 7.15pm.

2017: Matters Arising:

i)          Traffic issues including parking & speeding: Cllr Pescod confirmed these were reviewed on a regular basis but there were currently no concerns. 
ii) Trees – next steps: Cllr Pescod informed the meeting that this will be a major campaign over the next few years. Cllrs and residents were ready to plant 50 trees later this month having already identified areas on St. Andrews Lane and Coal Lane. Trees will be collected this week. One resident at the meeting also raised the question of introducing a bird and butterfly survey which incorporated gardens, riverside, woodlands and fields and asked if the Parish Council would support it – she offered to be co-ordinator. Cllr Pescod felt this was something for the new Council to consider after May elections but all agreed it would be a good project especially for the local community. 
iii) Overdene – See above.
2018: Expenditure authorisation:

          Ovingham Middle School (chrome book)



£250.00          
          F Swindale (Millennium gdn maintenance, half yearly)

£375.00
          TreesPlease Ltd (trees/stakes etc)




£243.72

          B Hindmarsh (gratuity for housing defibrillator)


£50.00
It was agreed to give Mr & Mrs Hindmarsh the above sum.

2019: Planning applications:

          21/00176/FUL – The Shieling, Coal Lane – replacement garage – No objections

          21/00629/FUL – 45 Springfield – construction of lean-to extension to rear – No objections

          21/00568/VARYCO – 1 Springfield Close – variation of condition 2 on approved plans to provide more office space within porch area. Cllr Smith will advise on this application although Cllr Gilfillan remarked it was a relatively minor change and felt that there could be no objections to it.

2020: Elections 2021: The Clerk summarised the procedure for application and nominations. The election will be held on 6th May and if there were 5 or less applicants, they would all be elected. Any more would result in a paper election. Applications must be received, by hand, before 8th April and she will forward the application form to those who request it. 

2021: Risk Assessment: The Clerk had circulated a slightly amended assessment for approval. There being no further comments, the Cllrs agreed to adopt the same.

2022: S137 requests: The Clerk had circulated details of requests received. It was unanimously agreed to give £60 each to Sport Tynedale, Great North Air Ambulance, Northumberland Citizens Advice and Age UK Northumberland.
2023: Village Environment: Cllr Gilfillan remarked the village was looking tidy at the minute. The new play equipment was proving popular; bins were being emptied regularly. Most waste seemed to be on the outskirts of Ovington especially on Coal Lane, West Road and towards the A69. Cllr Pescod will raise this in his next newsletter together with the continued problem of discarded dog poo bags. The Clerk had reported the broken stile leading into the Overdene and also the recurring obnoxious odour on the road by Bearl depot and Quarry. Both had been acknowledged and Cllr Gilfillan suggested that the Environment Agency be contacted if nothing was forthcoming with regards the odour problem. He also asked that the Council purchase 6 “litter pickers” which would help when doing litter picks. This was agreed.
2024: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan confirmed the Community Group still showed enthusiasm despite the current lockdown but was not sure if the village fete could be held this year as it needed a lot of organising. Support was there however and he was confident it would be offered when things opened up again.
Cllr Pescod reported that the Burial Board committee had met recently; ground maintenance work continued to be carried out, rents were paid regularly and topple testing was being undertaken.

2025: Correspondence: An email had been received and circulated from a resident with regards a problem with school admission which County Cllr Quinn mentioned above.
2026: Next Meeting:  The date of next the meeting was confirmed as 17th May 2021 at 7pm. It was too early to note if this would be a physical or virtual meeting.
2027: Any other business: Cllr Marshall reported that following a request for a hand rail by the steps in Burnside, Karbon Homes had visited and would likely approve.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.10pm.
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