OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2020-2021
The past year has been unique in our history.  The council year started with the country in  lockdown and the year has continued, either in lockdown or with significant restrictions in place limiting social, commercial and travel activities. Some of these continue to be in place although it is hoped that over the next few weeks and months we will return to something like life as we knew it before.
At a local level, lockdown has caused us all to become more familiar with our community and the countryside around the village. We are fortunate to live here.
One effect of the restrictions has been to limit face to face meetings and as a result all of our meetings during the year have taken place by Zoom which have been largely effective.
The council has had a busy year with routine matters and a number of specific initiatives.
First, the installation of granite speed bumps on the road leading down from the A69 into the village and installation of a bus stop bay at the bus stop at the east end of the village, opposite Winships Little Med.
Second, the installation of two items of new play equipment on the Green. These were funded with assistance from County Councillor Quinn with the balance of the cost being shared equally by the Parish Council and the Community Group.  The parish council wishes to extend to Mr and Mrs Rowell its thanks for their cooperation and agreement and to County Councillor Quinn and to Ovington Community Group.
Third, following the successful meeting in the Club in February 2020, The Parish Council has begun a course of tree planting within the parish.  Whilst a much larger group planting session was intended during the winter, this was not possible as a result of the pandemic restrictions but the tree planting group was able to make a start by planting 50 trees on 13th March.  It is hoped that this programme will be significantly expanded in the planting seasons to come.
In addition to these initiatives which have been welcomed within the village, the parish council has continued with routine business and activities.  Grass cutting has been generally satisfactory and timely and members of the council have had a number of walks round the village during the year to identify any matters of concern. Generally the village environment is in good shape although dog fouling continues to be an issue, primarily on the paths surrounding the village and litter is a continuing concern on the verges approaching the village.  The policy introduced last year relating to the admission of dogs onto The Green was confirmed at the January meeting.
The County Council has been active in ditching and drainage work on Coal Lane and on the West Road and has been active in road maintenance and pothole repairs although the Parish Council still continues to express concerns about the A69 junction which is dangerous and the blind bend on the road to Ovingham.  There is also concern about the erosion at the edges of the tarmac surface on the main road at either end of the village. This has been caused largely by vehicles becoming wider and having to pull into the edge of the road to pass. There are no easy solutions, particularly as the village has continued to enjoy an excellent bus service which we would be reluctant to jeopardise.
Concerns have been expressed during the year about possible unauthorised development at Overdene.  This is in the hands of the planning/enforcement section of the County Council.  It is not yet known what the outcome will be. 
As ever the parish council wishes to express its particular thanks to a number of residents for their help during the year, notably Freddie Swindale for the gardening and repair work which he has undertaken for the council, Barry Hindmarsh for continuing to host the defibrillator and Anne Hudson and Gill Thompson for leading the tree project, after Adrian Smith sadly had to step down for health reasons.  The council also wishes to thank numerous residents for the work which they have done in maintaining areas of the village.
This report is my last as Chairman of the Parish Council since 2007. I would like to extend to the new parish councillors my personal good wishes for their term in which I know that I am joined by retiring members.  I  also wish to thank those who have served with me, Liz Marshall, John Pigg, Howie Gilfillan and Adrian Smith whose contribution and commitment have been outstanding. They have all been a pleasure to work with. Finally, I would like on behalf of former and newly elected councillors, together with the community at large, to thank Margaret Davenport for everything which she does, as clerk to the Parish Council without which the council would be unable to function.
Peter Pescod 17th May 2021   
