
MINUTES OF THE EMBLETON QUARRY WORKING GROUP 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd June 2021 in the Parish Room 
 

Present: Terry Howells (TH) – Chair, Ian Brown(IB), Kevin Redgrave(KR), John Young(JY), Chris German(CG), 

                Margaret Watchorn(MW), Andrew Hindle(AH). 

Apologies: Gary Woodburn(GW), Ian Brown(IB), Sarah Coxon(SC) 

Declarations of Interest: None 

             Action 

1:  Minutes of the last meetings. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th May were accepted as a true record, proposed by JY 
and seconded by CG. These will be signed by the Chair at a later date. 

 

2: Matters Arising 
NCC had responded to the query over ‘Open Access’ and have said that notices on the signs 
at either entrance would be sufficient. Accordingly, these have been re-designed. The 
installation of new gates at the Quakers Row entrance will still go ahead.  

 
 
 

3: New Members 
TH welcomed Margaret Watchorn to the group, who will take over as clerk from CG. Andrew 
Hindle was also welcomed to the group who will help out with works in the quarry. 

 

4: Land Transfers 
NCC must publicise the transfers in the local media at a cost of £500 before they can take 
place. It has been agreed to publicise both at the same time to save money. Further 
conversations are taking place with NCC re the exact terms of transfer of the Quarry House. 
A meeting with the AONB and NWL had taken place to seek their ideas/requirements for the 
redevelopment of the old Quarry House. Both organisations had no specific requirements but 
recommended the project was undertaken in ‘bit size chunks’. 
A structural engineer has been booked to undertake a survey on 9th June. KR agreed to clear 
some gorse etc to facilitate access. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KR 

5: Projects 
 Fencing along the water edge – It was agreed that a fencing contractor should be 

asked to install this with the QWG providing most of the materials. CG to order 
creosote to allow the posts to be treated prior to installation. 

 School classroom – exploration of the ground under the proposed area had identified 
some rough tarmac and the site will need some redressing. 

 Accessibility – JY had smoothed out the Quakers Row entrance and some areas of the 
paths in the quarry. Further work was needed in places and some small grade 
Whinstone will need to be ordered to facilitate this. 

 Seating – A review of the number, materials and location of the seats will be 
undertaken prior to any work being started. 

 
 
 
CG 

6: Signage 
The signs for the kissing gates have been installed and those for the entrance are available to 
be placed once the new gates are installed. 
GW reported prior to the meeting that some format changes had been requested by the 
printers and he was awaiting a sample of the final layout etc from them 

 
 
 
GW 

7: Dark Skies 
GW is writing an article for the Whinstone Times. 

 
GW 



8: Pond Overflow 
CG had cleared the overflow again after the latest spell of wet and windy weather. Further 
work is still to be carried out to prevent erosion of the mud under the concrete. 

 
 
KR 

9: Coast Care  
Coast Care have now been amalgamated into the AONB but are still available to help when 
they are available. KR will liaise with them and agree a program of work.  

 
 
KR 

10: Next Working Party 
To be arranged 

 
CG 

11: Survey Request 
A request to survey and take samples of the Whinstone and fly a drone has been received 
from a Liverpool University PhD student. The committee agreed to this but noted they must 
arrange their own insurance.  

 
 

12: Financial Summary 
The balance stands at over £21K. The invoice for the fencing put up last year is still 
outstanding from the contractor. 

 
 

13: Any Other Business 
 KR gave an update on the nature in the quarry. It has been a good year for the orchid 
with around 120 Marsh and 11 Bee varieties being spotted. A Barn Owl has been hunting 
in the site and tadpoles have been spotted in a smaller pond near the large one. 
 KR reported that the owner of the Exmoor ponies was concerned they were not putting 
on enough weight due to the poor quality of the grass in their summer home. It was 
agreed that they should be allowed into the second field opposite Braeside. TH will 
contact the landowners of the adjacent field as their cattle graze this field with permission 
from the Parish Council.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TH 

14: Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 6th  July at 7pm in the Ladies Room at the Creighton 
Hall. 

 

 


