
Minutes for the Extraordinary  
Meeting of Embleton Parish Council 

 

Friday 5th March 2021 at 6.30pm 

Remote Meeting 

On 4th April 2020, the government brought The Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020 into force to allow Local Authorities to conduct 
meetings remotely.  Embleton Parish Council (EPC) have adopted the remote meeting platform Zoom 
to conduct Parish Council meetings during the Coronavirus restrictions. 
 
Chairman: Terry Howells 
 

Present: Raymond Carss, James Robertson, Karen Greenhoff, Chris German, Vicki Fyffe, Ray 
Imeson, Monica Cornall, Andrew Chillingsworth (from agenda point 4). 

 
Attendees: County Councillor (Cllr) Wendy Pattison (NCC), 5 members of the public.  
 

Clerk:   Melissa Gilroy 
 
Absent:  Dave Cooper 
 
 
 
Prior to the meeting the Chairman advised attendees that usual Parish Council code of conduct rules 
should be observed showing respect for Cllr’s and between Cllr’s.  The Chairman also reiterated that 
the purpose of the meeting was to consider EPC’s response to the proposal submitted by NCC at 
Dunstan Steads which sees the verge on the southern side of the road between the private road 
leading to the Barns and the double farm gates as you travel east stabilised by installing Bodpave.  Any 
other matters relating to Dunstan Steads were not open to debate. 
 
1. Declaration of Interests.   Cllr Cornall - agenda point 3 (as a resident of Dunstan Steads).  Cllr 

Cornall asked the Chairman if other councillors who used Dunstan Steads for parking themselves 
or had links to groups of people who parked there should declare that as an interest. The Chairman 
said it was not a declarable interest as Dunstan Steads is a public road. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence.  None. 

 
3. Consideration of Parking Taskforce Report.  Following a parking taskforce meeting held on 

Tuesday 2nd March the Chairman circulated a statement intended for NCC which summarised the 
discussions and actions agreed for submission.  Having received feedback from the Cllr’s a second 
version of the statement was circulated on Friday 5th March.  The main points of the statement 
include: 
 

• Retain, as far as is possible, the rural aspect of Dunstan Steads.  EPC was pleased to see that 
neither the hedgerow nor the old field wall will be affected by the work proposed.  

• In its original submission EPC asked for double yellow lines to be laid as far as the first drain on 
the southern side of the road which is just beyond the entry to the private road to the barns.  If 



verge hardening was to be commenced at this point, and head eastwards, it would allow a small 
section of the verge to remain untouched.  

• When the Bodpave is laid EPC would ask that the backfill is such that it will, as quickly as practical, 
be ‘greened over’ by careful selecting the constitution of the backfill to include a wild 
flower/pollen and nectar/ bird seed mix with the top dressing, and reducing the amount of 
pebbles/gravel/stones used to a minimum.  

• Questions about drainage problems, which are claimed occur now during periods of heavy rain, 
and if the new surface will exacerbate this.  EPC would ask that particular attention is paid to this. 

• Lastly stressing that EPC still consider the work detailed in our submission to be vitally important 
towards improving the situation at Dunstan Steads once lockdown restrictions are lifted. 

 
The Chairman opened the meeting for Cllr comments: 

 

• Cllr Cornall.  Requested that the Cllr’s decisions be reconsidered given the new evidence: 
1) Ecological report commissioned by residents of Dunstan Steads (sent to P Jones (NCC)). 
2) Volume of resident opinion opposing the verge hardening expressed to EPC following a Dunstan 

Steads resident meeting on Wednesday 3rd March. 
3) Response from P Jones to residents’ emails stating that NCC were currently considering actions 

only to cope with this summer’s rush. 
Cllr Cornall also added the following points: 

• At the residents’ meeting residents expressed that Cllr Cornall was not being listened to by EPC 
and therefore decided to write individual letters and emails to EPC and NCC with their views.   

• The statement to NCC does not address the problem of dangerous bends along a narrow lane or 
cyclist / pedestrian safety and would increase the volume of traffic. 

• Hard landscaping is not appropriate and would receive hostile comments from tourist and locals.   

• The ecological impact is outlined within the resident survey.  The area is also near a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and the actions do not address the movement towards being carbon 
neutral. 

• Bodpave has to be grass, not stones as this will urbanise the area. 

• Cllr Cornall displayed a short video featuring a bird singing in a tree at Dunstan Steads and the 
summer traffic. 

• Dunstan Steads is not a car park but a grass verge. 

• The actions will not improve access and cars will reverse dangerously.   

• A risk assessment is required before any changes are made.  
 

• Vice Chairman.  Felt that the statement incorporated the views of the taskforce meeting.  The 
action of NCC will not increase the number of cars.  The resident ecological survey is a desktop 
survey not conducted by NCC. 

 

• Cllr Robertson.  Agreed with the Vice Chairman and felt that the statement was a representation 
of meeting discussions.  The actions taken would mitigate cars blocking the road and double 
yellow lines will help to alleviate parking problems faced by the Dunstan Steads residents. In 
response to Cllr Cornall’s comments that the PC was not implementing the wishes of the Dunstan 
Steads parish residents, Cllr Robertson wished to echo that the PC was not just a Dunstan Steads 
PC, but represented the Parish as a whole.   

 

• Cllr Fyffe.  Felt that the residents should be represented and that the ‘green creep’ could be more 
strident down towards the bottom of the Steads as this borders onto a SSSI.  Cllr Fyffe Expressed 
concerns over the drainage of the area and flooding. 

 

• Cllr Greenhoff.  Expressed the view that there had been lots of information, complaints, and 
comments from the residents of Dunstan Steads and other members across the Parish would have 



their own views also.  Cllr Greenhoff also provided advice to the Cllr’s of experience in Bodpave 
fillings.   

 

• County Cllr Pattison.  Two Parish traffic consultations have been held.  1) in August 2019 with R 
Mackenzie & C Edgar (NCC) and 2) with the Chairman & Vice Chairman in January 2020.  No 
Dunstan Steads representatives attended these meetings.    Cllr Cornall added that she was 
unaware of the consultation meetings and added that residents were frightened to talk to County 
Cllr Pattison about parking issues because Cllr Pattison’s response was that a car park was needed 
at Dunstan Steads.  County Cllr Pattison disputed this point and expressed strong views regarding 
Cllr Cornall’s comments.  The Vice Chairman said that the second meeting was advertised on 
Nextdoor Embleton by Cllr Cornall pointed out that Dunstan Steads residents do not have access 
to that.  

 

• Cllr Imeson.  Regarding drainage there are no major issues, natural draining is present and has 
been for many years.  There is run off after a downpour.  Cllr Imeson commented on the natural 
erosion of the Dunes which Cllr Fyffe agreed had been compounded by the number of visitors.  
Cllr Cornall pointed out that perhaps increasing extreme weather events and rising sea levels are 
a symptom of the climate emergency. She explained that after heavy rainfall the run-off from the 
road causes a ‘spring’ to arise and the path through the dune becomes a river which is eroding the 
dune. She asked the Chairman to confirm that he has also noticed this and the path can become 
muddy and slippy. She said that if the PC members are envisaging that the Bodpave will look 
natural and like grass they need to clearly specify that the Bodpave should be grass only.   

 

• Chairman.  The PC represents 600 people not just the residents of Dunstan Steads.  The parking 
taskforce was set up as a result of the chaos caused over the summer months.  The area is a mess 
with signs, cones and a churned-up verge and the actions with NCC aim to address these issues.  
Cllr Cornall commented that nothing should be done to the area now until a proper solution has 
been discussed, and that the verge hardening proposals will not solve the problem.   The Chairman 
agreed with Cllr Fyffe regarding the green creep and that where possible pebbles and gravel could 
be kept to a minimum.  As per the comments of the Vice Chairman, the Chairman agreed that the 
ecological survey was a desktop exercise.  The Chairman opened a vote for submitting the 
statement to NCC: 

 

Agree (send): 6 votes 
Disagree:  2 votes (Cllr Fyffe on the basis of her view that green Bod-pave should be 
requested to continue to the bottom of the road)  
Proposer:  Vice Chairman 
Seconder:  Cllr Robertson 

 
After much debate and discussion amongst Cllr’s about the constitution of fill for the Bod-pave, it was 
agreed that ‘grass’ should be included in the statement with NCC to provide further advice and a note 
added to the end of the statement stressing the requirement for a ‘green’ Bod-pave.  
 
4. Embleton Quarry - Dark Sky Status Application.  Upon the Chairman’s recommendation the Cllr’s 

unanimously agreed to support the application.  Report to be circulated to Cllr’s.   
Proposer:  Cllr Fyffe 
Seconder:  Vice Chairman 

 
5. Time, Date and Venue of next meeting.   

Ordinary Parish Council Meeting. Monday 22nd March 2021. via the Zoom Website / App. 
 
Additional Note.  A taskforce meeting to discuss Sea Lane parking arrangements to be set up week 
commencing 8th March.  Chairman / Clerk to arrange. 


