
Minutes for the Meeting of Embleton Parish Council 
 

Monday 22nd February 2021 at 7.00pm 

Remote Meeting 

On 4th April 2020, the government brought The Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020 into force to allow Local Authorities to conduct 
meetings remotely.  Embleton Parish Council (EPC) have adopted the remote meeting platform Zoom 
to conduct Parish Council meetings during the Coronavirus restrictions. 
 
Chairman: Terry Howells 
 

Present: Raymond Carss, Andrew Chillingsworth, James Robertson, Karen Greenhoff, Chris 
German, Dave Cooper, Vicki Fyffe, Ray Imeson, Monica Cornall 

 

Attendees: County Councillor (Cllr) Pattison – Northumberland County Council (NCC).  3  
members of the public. 

 
Clerk:   Melissa Gilroy 
 
 
 
 
Prior to the meeting the Chairman advised Cllr’s that the public have a right to record the meeting 
(under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960). 
 
 
1. Declaration of Interests.  Cllr Robertson Agenda Item 19.  Planning Application 21/00316/FUL. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence:  None 

 
The Chairman brought forward agenda item 19 (planning application 21/00316/FUL) to allow the 
planning applicant to discuss details of the application with Cllr’s.  (see agenda item 19)    

 
3. Confirmation of Minutes 

• Embleton Parish Council (EPC) Remote Meeting Minutes – 25th January 2021.   
1) Amendment request from County Cllr Pattison - agenda item 11 to ‘regarding the NCC 

Embleton Traffic Review Consultation process approximately eight local residents 
attended’ and also a reference to the ‘PC traffic review drop-in session in January 2020’.   

2) Amendment request from Cllr Cornall - agenda item 11.  Rewording from ‘formalise’ to 
‘tidy up’ with reference to the parking bays.  Addition of contacting NCC to ask them to 
paint the double yellow lines at Dunstan Steads asap. and to get some better signage for 
the top of the road.  The PC also discussed putting up Parish Council (PC) signage but 
agreed this should be done through NCC.    

 
Unanimously agreed by all Councillors.  Chairman to sign. 
Proposer: Cllr Greenhoff 
Seconder: Cllr Cornall 
 



4. Matters arising from minutes of last Meeting. 

• Front Street overgrown trees.  Cllr Robertson applied to NCC planning department on behalf 
of EPC to allow completion of work within the Conservation area.  Awaiting permission.  

• Local Wildlife Sites.  Following the last meeting, the Chairman wrote to Iain Robson (AONB) 
regarding the existence of Local Wildlife Site designation and requesting a contact at NCC to 
allow EPC to investigate further.  Awaiting a response.   

• Creighton Place Holiday let property.  The legal team at NCC are still investigating the case and 
require further local information on use of the property if possible.   

 
5. County Councillor’s Report.  The February 2021 County Cllr report was circulated to Cllr’s prior 

to the meeting.  Copies available upon request.  In summary the following items were 
reported: 

• Doing the Right Thing and Staying Local 

• Northumberland Libraries 

• Northumberland Community Bank 

• Share Your Lockdown Stories 

• Other Issues discussed – Coast Summit.  Cllr Cornall queried the Coastal Summit presentation 
circulated to Cllr’s with reference to additional parking at Dunstan Steads.  County Cllr Pattison 
advised that NCC were planning to harden the verges at Dunstan Steads to allow more 
parking.  Discussed further (see agenda item 15).  
 

6. Christon Bank & Embleton Traffic Management plans.  Work is due to commence on the 
installation of the Christon Bank interactive speed signs during February 2021.  The installation 
of the agreed Embleton Speed Management plans are scheduled to start week commencing 
February 21st but as yet are not underway. 

 
7. 022 EPC Risk Analysis – Review.  Cllr Cooper agreed to review the EPC Risk Analysis and the 

document was circulated to Cllr’s prior to the meeting.  Cllr Cooper suggested a standard risk 
analysis model for the local PC’s.  Cllr Greenhoff recommended contacting NCC to see if there 
was a standard format for PC’s.  Clerk to contact NALC & NCC as a starting point.  Cllr’s 
unanimously agreed the current risk analysis for 2021. 
Proposer:  Cllr Chillingsworth 
Seconder:  Cllr Imeson 
 

8. 032 Data Protection Audit.  The Clerk reviewed the EPC Data Protection Audit.  No changes 
to report for 2021.  Cllr’s unanimously agreed. 
Proposer:  Cllr Carss 
Seconder:  Cllr Cooper 
 

9. Embleton Playpark.  Weekly and monthly checks ongoing.  The remaining timber frame 
around the ariel slide needs replaced and the fabric on the ariel ramp is to be repaired / 
replaced.  Cllr Imeson to provide resin to perform a repair by gluing working with Cllr Cooper.    

 
10. Embleton Playing Fields Lease.  The Chairman wrote a letter to Cllr’s which was circulated 

alongside the meeting papers.  In summary, the lease for the Sports Field from EPC to 
Embleton Cricket Club and Embleton Football Club was signed in July 2014.  Having taken legal 
advice, the Chairman feels the lease needs reviewing with particular attention to tenant care 
for the property, return of the site, local us of the land, termination clauses, gift donor 
restrictions, tenant trustee for future generations and an amendment to the landlord 
definition.  As representatives of the cricket and football clubs Cllr Imeson & Cllr Carss are not 
averse to a modified lease being drawn up for their consideration addressing the above 



problems.  Cllr Greenhoff raised the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) reference to the playing fields 
and therefore the need to protect the playing field.  Cllr Carss also raised the letter from the 
donating landowner regarding sporting use which should be considered within the revisions.  
Cllr’s unanimously agreed for the Chairman to have a new lease drafted.  
 

11. Eco Taskforce.  Following the last meeting Cllr Cornall agreed to begin the process of setting 
up of a task force.  Cllr Robertson raised the restoration of the Pant.  Cllr’s agreed to 
investigate further with the help of a plumber to identify the water source and pressure.  Cllr 
Robertson to arrange and gather quotes.   
 

12. Embleton Joint Burial Committee (EJBC).  The Chairman provide an update.  In summary, The 
EJBC has received a complaint regarding certain actions it took during the renovation of what 
was Cemetery House.  The complainant is an Embleton parishioner.  The first communication 
asked several questions relating to why a garden had been provided with the house, why a 6ft 
fence had been erected around it and why wider consultation was not undertaken.  It 
concluded with the message that the EJBC had spoiled the Cemetery for all who visit the 
Cemetery to see the graves of their loved ones.  Before a response could be formulated by 
the EJBC a second communication was received which accused the EJBC of having acted in 
breach of trust and contrary to the Open Spaces Act 1906.  It also accused the PC’s of acting 
in breach of their Codes of Conduct in that they had not acted in the public interest by 
transferring part of the burial ground to make a private garden.  It concluded by asking that 
the garden be returned to the Cemetery.  The EJBC met as a task force and agreed the terms 
of a response to both communications which the Chairman of the EJBC was directed to 
prepare and send to the complainant.  This was carried out on February 10th and to date 
nothing further has been heard. 
 

13. Embleton Quarry Committee.  The Chairman provide an update.  In summary, due to the 
current restrictions the construction of a school classroom area and a platform for pond 
dipping has been postponed until later in the year.  The implementation of a plan to make it 
easier for the disabled to be able to enjoy the Quarry has also been postponed.  The two 
Exmoor ponies are still grazing the Quarry but will be moving to the field to the south of the 
playpark by late March / early April to allow ground nesting birds and wildflowers to thrive in 
the paddock. It is hoped that the Covid-19 restrictions will be lifted in time to allow the 
necessary remedial work on their new home to be completed in time.  Working with the 
AONB, and using their equipment, measurements are being taken at night in the Quarry to 
establish if the site can be given Dark Skies status, which would make it the first site on the 
coast and one of only 164 worldwide. 

 
14. Neighbourhood Plan Referendum.  David English (NCC) has confirmed that a referendum on 

the Embleton Parish Neighbourhood Plan will be held on Thursday 10th June 2021.  NCC will 
arrange all necessary publicity about the referendum and will publish an information 
statement on their website in due course in accordance with the relevant Regulations.  NCC 
have advised on the publicity restrictions during an election period and also the requirements 
for EPC and anyone involved in supporting plan preparation through the Steering Group to 
remain neutral in any factual publicity.  To be discussed further at the March PC Meeting. 
 

15. Meeting Reports. 

• NCC Coastal Summit Update 19th February 2021, 2pm. The Chairman attended the remote 
meeting on behalf of EPC and circulated a report to Cllr’s, summarised below: 
 
 



 
o There were approximately 25 attendees representing Parishes, the County Council, AONB, 

Northumberland Police etc.  Areas such as parking & transport, toilet facilities, littering, fly 
camping and camper vans and communications were discussed.   

o NCC recognise that the number of visitors this year will be equal to, or probably more than, 
last year.  Attempts are being made to encourage people to disperse more across the county 
and plans will soon be announced to offer improved communications by which visitors can 
find which areas are very busy.    

o Parking restriction enforcement will be increased and the maximum period for allowed for 
opening seasonal parking (fields) has been increased to 56 days.  

o There are plans to implement a ‘dead seal’ protocol working with AONB and NT.   
o Dog fouling patrols are to be increased.   
o The AONB have prepared a list of locations where cycle parking facilities are required and NCC 

are working towards providing these.   
o Car parking charges are to be increased by NCC to cover extra costs which I may force more 

visitors to search out ‘no cost’ parking.   
o NCC will have a ‘rapid response’ team able to lay no parking cones in areas causing problems 

very quickly.  New car parks are being constructed in Beadnell and Amble and the possibility 
of offering single night stays for camper vans in some car parks is being investigated. Several 
parish councils are investigating establishing seasonal car parks.   

o It was also mentioned by NCC that they had draft plans for both Sea Lane and Dunstan Steads 
which they would be consulting the Parish Council on, the Chairman explained that EPC had 
already drawn up our requirements and would be letting them have them early next week.  

 

• EPC Parking Taskforce.  Following the last PC meeting, the Chairman, Cllr Cornall, Cllr Imeson, 
Cllr Robertson, Cllr Greenhoff, Cllr Fyffe all expressed an interest in being involved in a Parking 
Taskforce.  Three meetings have since taken place (10th, 17th & 21st February) and the parking 
spaces at Dunstan Steads have been organised using paint which has been positively received.   
 

The Chairman reported that the taskforce has been inundated with e mails from residents of 
Dunstan Steads and others objecting to plans not yet made and offering suggestions as to 
what regulations should and should not be introduced.  The Chairman concluded that there is 
no doubt that custodianship of the verges at Dunstan Steads lies with NCC (regardless of 
ownership) and therefore they can basically do as they please with them.  In addition, so long 
as motorists are parked behind double yellow lines and vehicle wheels are not touching them 
it is not an offence. They only protect the highway.  Post meeting Note - the Chairman was 
asked to investigate this last statement and discovered that both pavements and grass verges 
were considered part of the highway so parking behind double yellow lines is an offence. 
 

The Chairman provided a report on the taskforce meetings to Cllr’s prior to the meeting.  The 
task force has concentrated on Sea Lane and Dunstan Steads as priorities but recognise that 
there are other areas in the parish which need to be investigated.  In summary: 
 
Sea Lane 
The residents of the Villas, the farmer who owns land on both sides of the Lane and the Golf 
Club have been consulted and their proposed solutions to the problems they experienced last 
year have mostly been incorporated into the proposed action plan.  The task force is 
unanimous in proposing that the plan should be sent to NCC with a request for urgent action 
before visitors arrive.  Photographs of the plan were sent to the Cllr’s prior to the meeting and 
Cllr Robertson provided an overview of the plans.  It was unanimously agreed to send the 
proposed plan to NCC once Cllr Imeson has checked the agreement for double yellow lines at 
the entrance to Villas. 



 
Proposer:  Cllr Greenhoff 
Seconder:  Cllr Robertson 

 
Dunstan Steads 
Consultation with the residents has taken place but the task force has been unable to agree a 
plan of action. The sticking points are where to commence and where to finish the proposed 
double yellow lines.  It has been agreed that the lines should pass through the hamlet on both 
sides of the road. 

 

• Double yellow line starting point.  There are two proposals on this: 
1) The lines to start approximately 10m before the sharp bend at the entry to the hamlet (by the 

telegraph pole).   
2) The lines commence after the bend but just before the entry to the first house.  
o Those in favour of the first suggestion claim that this is a blind bend and if cars are parked at 

the roadside just prior to the bend it forces traffic approaching Dunstan Steads into the centre 
of the road where it might meet traffic leaving Dunstan Steads which is unable to see it.  The 
opponents of this proposal fear line creep which might ultimately get all the way back to 
Embleton village and also claim this bend is no worse than others in the parish.  The proposers 
of the second starting point claim it is logical to start at the commencement of the hamlet 
itself and this is a clearly defined point with no possibility of creep. The opponents claim the 
unprotected bend (no yellow lines) is a major danger.  There is no evidence trail to support 
either proposal. 

 

• Double yellow line finish point.  There are three proposals on this: 
1) Having passed through the hamlet and entered and exited from the private road to the barns 

the lines should cease at the first drain (on the right going towards the sea) approximately 
10m from the corner.   All members of the force agree that the lines should reach here as this 
is a major ‘pinch point’ and if vehicles are parked here they cause serious problems.  

2) The lines should continue for a further 60m to the second drain. Those in favour of this claim 
it would provide pedestrians with a safe area to walk, would preserve the ecology and, despite 
the lines, would retain the rural appearance. All members of the force agree that whatever 
solution is adopted the hedgerow and wall should remain untouched. Those against this 
proposal claim it is unnecessary to provide a separate area for pedestrians, cars have always 
parked here and the lines will create an urban landscape. 

3) To continue the lines for another 60m to the double farm gates.  This, it is claimed, would 
preserve the green verge which at present is turned over by vehicles parking on it, maintain 
the rural appearance and increase pedestrian safety.  Opponents point out that this would 
remove some 14 parking places (if they were effectively managed), cars have always parked 
on this land and the lines would be very intrusive. 

o There is no evidence trail to support any proposal.  
o The taskforce has agreed that there is no need for lines on the north side of the road beyond 

being level with the first drain on the south side.  The turning circle at the road end should be 
increased in size and lined all round and back up the north side of the road for some 15m.  
Herringbone parking spaces (about 18) should be permanently marked out on the verge 
between the turning circle and the double gates. 

 
The Chairman requested the views of the Cllr’s at the meeting: 

 
 

• Cllr Cornall.  Dunstan Stead experiences a high volume of cars, pedestrians, and cyclists down 
a single road track with narrow verges and three blind bends.  The road is unsuitable for large 



volumes of traffic and the risk of an accident is high.  With regards to NCC hardening the verges 
a solicitor living at Dunstan Steads has advised Cllr Cornall that NCC do not have the right to 
complete this work, the area is within the AONB, the habitat of a variety of wildlife would be 
disturbed or destroyed (including bats, hares and hedgehogs) and pedestrians walk on the 
grass verge.  The land around Embleton Bay was also donated to the National Trust and has a 
triple SI special conservation status therefore the ecology and conservation must be 
considered.   A risk assessment is also required as Emergency and Coastguard vehicle access 
is required at all times. 

• Cllr Greenhoff.  Feels frustrated by the situation.  The PC are trying to find a compromise as 
they cannot stop people coming down road that is a public highway.  There is no identified 
problem with speeding (concluded by the speed camera study) and having visited Dunstan 
Steads Cllr Greenhoff has not witnessed anyone attempting to walk on the grass verge.  The 
habitat would be maintained outside of the immediate grass verge and it is not acceptable to 
rely on leaving cones and parking signs or letting cars park unmanaged.  The best solution 
needs to be based on the evidence available using a staged approach with monitoring. 

• Cllr Robertson.  Agrees with the viewpoints of Cllr Greenhoff and believes that everyone has 
the right to use the beach and the road.  Cllr Robertson also stated that he did not agree with 
the hard verge surfaces.   

• Cllr Fyffe.  Felt strongly about reassuring and stressing to residents that the PC are not backing 
the proposal to harden the verges and was concerned that NCC may go ahead and do this 
anyway without PC involvement.  Secondly, Cllr Fyffe wanted to express sympathy for all 
residents living with the increased number of visitors to the area and felt that double yellow 
around the dangerous bend was important as were trees to be planted on the narrow verge. 

• Cllr Imeson.  Felt all points were covered and agreed with Cllf Fyffe that the PC are not 
prepared to hardcore the verges.   

• Vice Chairman.  Having listened to the Coastal Summit meeting the Vice Chairman 
commented that a rapid cone deployment team will be in action at NCC over the summer so 
full yellow lines were not required at Dunstan Stead. 

• Cllr Cooper.  Agreed with the views of Cllr Greenhoff, Cllr Robertson and Cllr Fyffe and 
commented that assessment of measures was required based upon fact.   

• Cllr Chillingsworth & Cllr Carss.  In full agreement with Cllr Fyffe, Cllr Robertson and Cllr 
Greenhoff.           

 

Having listened to all the viewpoints, the Chairman proposed putting together a statement 
based upon the following points: 

o The painting of yellow lines stopping at the first drain i.e., having passed through the hamlet 
and entered and exited from the entrance to the private road to the barns. 

o Start the painting of yellow lines at the first house at Dunstan Steads then allowing NCC to 
assess and consider the appropriate yellow lines to be applied to the dangerous corner.   

o The turning circle at the road end should be increased in size and lined all round and back up 
the north side of the road.   

o Herringbone parking spaces (20 spaces) should be permanently marked out on the verge 
between the turning circle and the double gates. 
 

The statement is to be circulate to Cllr’s for comment by 24th February before sending onto 
NCC. 

 
16  Forthcoming Meetings 

• None to report. 
 

17 E-Mails Received / Correspondence 



• Heineken.  Race to the Castle 2021 26th and 27th June 2021.  Starting at Kirkharle along 
the coastal path to before heading inland at Amble towards Bamburgh.  The projected 
numbers of runners passing through the Parish has been requested by the Clerk. Cllr 
Cooper & Cllr Greenhoff have no issues with event.  Cllr Fyffe questioned the viewpoint 
of the National Trust; however, no information is available.  Cllr Cornall & Cllr Robertson 
requested that all signs were removed following the event.  Clerk to contact the event 
organisers. 

    

• Shuttle Bus Feedback Proposal.  Beadnell Parish Council.  16th February 2021.  Currently 
seeking feedback from Iain Robson of AONB to get some initial advice and explore options.   
 

18 Financial Matters 

• Direct Debit Approval – Zoom Subscription.  Cllr’s unanimously agreed to transfer the 
Clerk’s Zoom subscription to the EPC account as a Direct Debit.   
Proposer:  Chairman 
Seconder:  Vice Chairman 
  

• Account Balances (31/01/2021)       
Parish Council        £41,997.21 
Quarry        £22,583.02 
EJBC        £3,408.37 

 

• Spent & Received since 25/01/2021 (Parish Council)  
o Clerk Salary (November 2020)   -£305.10 BACS 
o Clerk Salary (December 2020)   -£220.92 BACS 
o Clerk Monthly PC Zoom Subscription x2  -£28.78  BACS 
o Clerk NALC Remote Briefing – D Cooper  -£10.00  BACS 
o Rate Relief Contribution   -£50.00  BACS 

 

• Payments Required 
o Clerk Salary, PAYE Refund, Expenses (Jan 2021) -£298.62 BACS 
o Clerk Monthly PC Zoom Subscription    -£14.39  BACS 
o D Moody – Parish Maintenance Payment 2 -£670.00 CHQ 

 
 

19 Planning Matters 

• 20/03302/OUT.  Outline application with access and all other matters reserved for the 
development of up to 8no. dwellings and recreation area.  Land South Of The Steadings 
Redstead Cottages Christon Bank NE66 3HS.  Mr Jeffrey 
Comment Date - Discussed at the Parish Council Meeting on 23rd November 2020. 
Outcome:  WITHDRAWN 

 

• 20/04001/FUL.  Proposed change of use from 2 No. dwellings to 1 No. dwelling (ground and 
first floor flats to 1 dwelling).  3 Front Street, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3UL.  
Mr & Mrs Goldberg  
Comment Date: 17th February 2021  
(The PC requested an extension to the comment date to 24th February 2021). 
Cllr Fyffe contacted NCC regarding the building frontage.  No feedback received.  The Cllr’s 
discussed the case and unanimously agreed an approval in response to the planning 
application on condition that there are no exterior changes and the application is considered 
appropriate within the Embleton Conservation area.   

 



• 20/03155/FUL.  Proposal 6no. tourism units with associated access, parking and amenity 
space.  Location Land North Of North Farm Embleton Alnwick Northumberland.  Mr R 
Manners. 
Heard at the Local Area Council – North Northumberland Remote Meeting, 18th February 
2021. 
EPC submitted an agreed written statement based upon the original submission to the NCC 
planning portal.  The meeting concluded an approval verdict to the planning application.   Cllr 
Imeson queried if the footpath down the field side of the field to the public footpath was 
raised during the meeting.  The Vice Chairman confirmed that this had not been discussed.   
     

• 21/00316/FUL.  Retrospective Change of Use of Garden Space to Holiday Let with Associated 
Hot Food Takeaway (Sui Generis) and Coffee Shed (Use Class E).  Land South West Of Cemetery 
House Embleton Northumberland.   Mr George Robertson. 
Comment Date:  5th March 2021.  
EPC were not consulted on the planning application but due to the proximity to Cemetery 
House this was discussed at the meeting.  The planning applicant attended the meeting to 
introduce the planning application.  In summary, the three separate projects detailed within 
the application are already established and are popular amongst tourists and locals, providing 
some local employment.  The case was also presented at Craster PC meeting where Cllr’s 
queried waste disposal, noise, traffic / speeding and the arrangements for informing visitors 
when funerals were taking place.  The Cllr’s had no comments and unanimously agreed not to 
respond as the PC were not a consultee.  
Proposer:  Vice Chairman 
Seconder:  Cllr Cooper  

 
20 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

 
21 Time, Date and Venue of next meeting 

Parish Council Meeting.  March 22nd 2021.  7pm.  Zoom Website / App.  

 
 
 


