
 

 

WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

    Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 
Held on Monday 22nd February @ 7pm – a virtual meeting via ZOOM 

 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair) Councillors: Tom Armstrong (Vice chair), Rob Donkin, Joyce Robertson, 
Caroline Cumming, Anthony Murray, Kevan Curry, Helen Deane-Hall, Mark Napier, Helen Leighton-Rose,  
 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), Ian Smith (JPI Media), D Biesterfield (Northumberland & Newcastle 
Society 
 
21/21 APOLOGIES 

 
P C Curtis Ritchie 

      
21/22 PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – Maximum 5 mins per item 

 

D Biesterfield presented to the council regarding a project to get “recognition value” of landscapes in and around 
Wooler. Whilst this does not put a monetary value on the land it does recognise its importance in the landscape. 
The Northumberland & Newcastle Society have commissioned a report and this was presented with two options to 
consider. 

Resolution A: Wooler Parish Council supports the findings of ‘The Northumberland Sandstone Ridges & Vales – a Valued Landscape’ – 
Alison Farmer Associates January 2021 (‘the Study’) and adopts its suggested designation of that part of the Parish Area (and the 
landscapes surrounding it) as advised by the Study, as an Area of High Landscape Value.  

Resolution B: Wooler Parish Council supports the findings of ‘The Northumberland Sandstone Ridges & Vales – a Valued Landscape’ – 
Alison Farmer Associates January 2021 (‘the Study’) and adopts its suggested designation of that part of the Parish Area (and the 
landscapes surrounding it) as advised by the Study, as an Area of High Landscape Value, subject to comments the Parish Council may wish 
to make on the exact extent of the designation’s boundaries. The Parish Council will endeavour to provide such comments to the 
Northumberland and Newcastle Society within 56 days of the date of this resolution.  

Discussions followed regarding the boundaries and how this report would work alongside the neighbourhood plan. 
Cllr Armstrong proposed adopting resolution B, Cllr Curry seconded – all agreed. It was agreed that a Cllr would 
act as a liaison between the WPC and the society and to discuss the options of including areas of Wooler not 
already included. 

21/23 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Mark Napier, Cllr Helen Deane-Hall Cllr Helen Leighton-Rose 21/29 Cllr Tom Armstrong 21/32 
 

21/24 LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 
 

Report received via email from PC Ritchie 
 
1/ Neighbourhood dispute resulting in a public order offence being reported and both parties being given advice. 
2/ Another neighbourhood dispute and again a public order offence was reported and one party was given words of 
advice. 
3/ There was dv related incident which resulted in 4 crimes being recorded. A male was arrested and charged with 5 
offences. He was kept for court and then remanded in custody. 
4/ A common assault occurred between 2 parties who were known to each other. No action was taken. 

 
On a COVID note there has only been a small amount of possible covid 19 breaches in the last month reported in the 
Wooler area which are specifically linked to Wooler people and no breaches were found. There has however been two 
people from outside of Wooler prosecuted for breaches of the lock down in the last month. 
 
Rural Crime Unit – Report received via email from PC Ritchie 
 
The team was set up in 2020 in a bid to tackle and disrupt force wide/cross border rural and countryside criminal 

activities. 
They work out of their office Northumberland but cover the whole of the force area and have forged strong links with 
most other northern forces which includes Police Scotland and actively tackle cross border activities conducted by 
criminals 



 

 

They are both a proactive and reactive team which deal with both intelligence and crime related activities, which whilst 
not exhaustive covers a number of things including –  

 
1/Plant theft 
2/ Fuel theft 
3/ ATV theft 
4/ Poaching 
5/ Equine crime   

 
Current figures are that they have recovered over £300k worth of stolen property, arrested over 40 suspects and seized 
over 40 vehicles as a result their work. 

 
With regards local work a number of identified targets have been served with disruption notices with further 
investigations ongoing into them in relation to rural criminal activity in the north Northumberland area.  Whilst these 
notices might not mean anything to a member of the public it’s a very good tool that the police can used to disrupt 
activity.  

  
They have also revamped the rural crime volunteer process which can be viewed on the Norpol website under the 
heading of citizens in policing and they are looking to recruit upwards of 20 volunteers in the general area.  
An example of how we work with volunteers can be viewed on the field sport Britain youtube page on the link 
“poaching patrol with Northumbria Police” 
 
Cllr Mather also reported on a conversation with Insp Swan of Northumbria police regarding contacts with 
National Pk and The Forestry Commission to control numbers walking in these areas. He also read a report 
regarding current “scams”, (full information available on the PC website) 
 

       21/25 CORONAVIRUS – Covid 19      REVIEW & DISCUSSION 
 

 Update – Very little usage, mainly prescriptions although thanks extended to Karl Waite and Cllr Curry 
for snow clearing. The Chair noted that all should be aware of mental problems and if possible, 
“phone a friend Friday” should be shared widely.  

 Age UK packs – Packs and donation 
The Chair reported that a further 150 packs were arriving on Wednesday and thought to be given to 
recipients. It was agreed that spare packs to be delivered to local village shops. A request for a 
donation had been received from Age UK as it was costing between £4-£6 to produce the packs. The 
meeting acknowledged that Wooler and surrounding areas had benefited greatly from the food 
parcels/activity packs. It was confirmed that the request had been circulated to other parish councils 
and discussion followed regarding level of donation. Cllr Robertson proposed £500, all agreed. 
 

       21/26 PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
 

To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 25th January ‘21  
 
The Parish Council read through the minutes.   

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 25/1/21 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.              
Cllr Curry proposed the minutes and Cllr Robertson seconded them.  The Chair signed the minutes. 
 

       21/27 MATTERS ARISING       REVIEW & DISCUSSION 
 
To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
 

None 
 

21/28 PARISH REPORT        UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 First School Site/Cemetery Land – The Chair informed the meeting that the PCC had provided 
details on land required which had been forwarded to NCC Estates. The meeting agreed to 
investigate the possibility of taking on the whole site and consulting widely to find best Community 
uses. This was discussed at the NCC meeting and it was agreed there that a letter would be provided 
to allow the PCC access to the site and begin soil samples etc to ensure the quickest possible 
transition. The meeting agreed to publicise through press, facebook etc to engage with whole of 
community. Contact has been made with GGT to discuss possibility of working together. 
 



 

 

 Cars on Scotts Park – Emails again sent to NCC, passed to Highways but no response received. 
 

 Tree - Horsdenside – Bernicia have confirmed that planning have until 24th Feb to make decision. 
Will keep WPC informed. 

 

 Dementia Friendly Town – Zoom training session now 24th Feb 11am- 12pm Clerk to email all Cllrs 
the link 

 

 What on in Glendale – It was noted that despite wanting to publicise WPC Community activities we 
could not get a guaranteed space in this publication. An article is to be discussed/sent to Ian Smith 
from JPress. 

 

 Snow Plan – The meeting was updated on the works that had been carried out and special thanks to 
Phil Henderson and all the NCC team. Cllr Robertson also thanked Cllr Mather for all his hard work 
clearing snow. 

 

 High Fair Development – The chair confirmed that a local group had been set up to challenge the 
S106 change request. The group has reported a very good local response to their fliers and will 
continue to put forward information to NCC. Thanks to Cllr Robertson for securing the advice of a 
professional QS to advise the WPC. All locals can make comment on this development and the 
proposed changes directly to NCC or via the local community group. 

 
Elections/Referendum – the Chair confirmed that the local elections for Parish and County 
councillors are going ahead in May. There is a push towards postal votes but polling stations will be 
open. The meeting was also informed that there is referendum to be held on Thursday 10th June 2021 
and it had been confirmed that there would be no cost to the Parish for this referendum. Given current 
restrictions regarding door to door leaflets etc and strict rules when entering into this period prior to an 
election that the main publicity regarding the WNP is left until May when any potential new Council will 
be able to get behind the WNP. 
 

2129 SCHOOL FARM FIELD SITE      DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Water – Northumbrian Water have now agreed to a site meeting on Thursday 25th Feb 2-4pm, it was 
agreed that Cllr Mather, Donkin, Robertson, Cumming will attend to ensure suitable distances can be 
maintained. 
 

 Polytunnel – Cllr Donkin reported on the meetings held with Catherine Dunn and also the Garden 
Centre to try and order plug plants required. A request was made for plant pots and plant trays to be 
dropped off at Donkin engineering to help the Community group. A poster will be circulated on 
facebook and the website etc. Cllr Mather had made contact with Coldstream in Bloom who has 
offered help. 

 Community Orchard – The meeting was informed that the second batch of trees had now been 
delivered and arrangements for planting with the school children (to satisfy the grant stipulations) will 
now be made. The meeting also agreed that an WCFG allotment site survey to be carried out 
following the Northumbira Water meeting. The Clerk to inform the WCFG. 

  
        21/30   COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT     REPORT & DECISION 
 

Cllr Murray had nothing to report from NCC.. 
 

        21/31 SCOTTS PARK/BRYONS PARK     UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Land Transfer – the meeting was informed that Cllr Donkin had repaired a seat and this had now 
been taken off the inspection list. No correspondence had been received from NCC regarding the 
transfer of Brysons Park. 
 

        21/32 TORY SITE/TORY BANK    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
  

 War Memorial Repairs – The chair confirmed that a schedule of works had been prepared and the 
WPC were now looking for tenders from builders for this work. The Chair also informed the meeting 
that the handrails should be separately designed and this is to be discussed at a later date. Cllr 
Leighton-Rose reported on her meeting with Glendale Historical Society and ideas had been put 
forward as to what could be included on info boards. Costs of boards to be looked at and Cllr Mather 
confirmed a meeting with Ad Gefrin. 



 

 

 Tree works update – The Chair confirmed that all the works at the Tory site on tree pruning had now 
been completed. A resident of Archbold cottages had complained about not being able to get a TV 
signal. The process for tree pruning was explained regarding TPO’s and discussion followed 
regarding what could be done. The meeting agreed that as a land owner we want to be responsible 
towards residents and it may be possible within the Tory Bank works. The meeting agreed to start 
putting together plans for this site and look t what can be done with regard to tree felling. Local 
residents in full support of removing the trees on this embankment and prepared to give access. 

 Bat Survey – The meeting was informed that the bat survey should have been completed and a report 
was awaited. 

 
21/33 NCC – Issues  
 

 Update of Meeting – The Chair a further meeting had taken place and notes of that meeting would be 
circulated. He felt disappointed in the lack of progress from NCC and confirmed the following updates: 
Ramseys Lane CCTV is to be delayed due to Covid. 
Planning Training to go ahead, the Clerk to contact Rob Murfin. 
30mph sign at Weetwood Road now moved. 
Chatton Bridge survey from design team this year. 
A697 crossing point – disappointing that NCC not prepared to be pro-active. 
A697 paths – NCC agreed to clear some of the paths between the Riverside and Milk Bar to widen 
paths. 
Slippage on A697 – NCC need to go back to design stage to see what can be done, NCC to provide 
previous designs for WPC to look at. 
Road surfaces – NCC to investigate the water running down Cheviot St and Ramseys Lane, general 
complaints about the road surfaces, blocked drains etc and a damaged drain is to be repaired in April. 
NCC to investigate and report back. 
Bollards on Scotts Pk – NCC felt this was the Parks team not Highways – email to be sent 
Digital Speed signs on lamp posts – NCC do not normally allow digital speed signs on lampposts 
as it causes a conflict of interest regarding maintenance. NCC to look at what might be done. 
Berwick Rd footpath -  NCC struggling with Northern Power moving a pole, WPC stressed the 
urgency of this path as a safety issue. 
Discussion followed regarding the meeting and how little preparation appeared to have been done by 
NCC. Concerns raised over NCC now wanting to gather evidence despite all the information already 
supplied by WPC. It was agreed that a further letter to be sent to Paul Jones of NCC and voice 
concerns and stress that this is not just WPC but also surrounding Parish Councils. The meeting felt 
that certain areas within NCC appear incompetent and unaccountable. 
 

     21/34 PLANNING MATTERS            DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Reserved matters relating to application 13/00802/OUT in accordance with conditions 1,2 and 5 – 
seeking approval of layout, scale, appearance and landscaping, including details of materials/finishes 
(residential development of 6 dwellings) Land North of High Fair, Wooler – discussions took place 
regarding this matter and it was agreed that the size of dwellings does not meet the need of the Town 
or the WNP. It was felt that this application goes against the WNP which stipulates that a 
development should extend out from High Fair. It was agreed that all Cllrs to look at this reserved 
matters and the S106. Cllr Curry to look at any potential covenant on the land. 

 Planning subcommittee – It was agreed that this subcommittee would meet monthly prior to the full 
WPC meeting, and look at all plans. The Clerk is to get automatic extension to cover closing dates if 
they do not give enough time for comments from full WPC. 

 
21/35 PLANNING DECISIONS       UPDATE & DECISION  

 

 None 
 

21/36 OUTSIDE BODIES     REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 
None 
 

21/37 COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS   REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Cllr Napier asked if the 20mph signs on the High St could either be replaced or removed as looking 
very untidy. It was agreed the Clerk to email NCC and ask if all signs are needed. 

 
 

 



 

 

21/38 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 22nd March 2021 at 7pm.  
 

21/39 AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
  None 
 

       21/40 FINANCE 
 

 Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 
 

Zoom subscription – Jan/Feb 14.39 DD 

Peter Brewis – War Memorial designs 500.00 Transfer 

Glendale Paints – Padlock, cable ties, battery, wd40 50.62 Transfer 

Donkin Engineering – repairs to Church Clock 118.62 Transfer 

NCC – Jan wages 1102.93 Transfer 

Mather & Son – No parking sign 53.82 Transfer 

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 


