Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 14.04.21 – held virtually via ZOOM @ 7.00pm

Present:

Cllrs:

I Elliott (Chairman)
P Boyle
P Ford
D Pringle

Clerk

G Turner

6 Parishioners

1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllrs T Lowrie (Vice-Chair), K Foreman and V Pagan, County
Cllr G Sanderson and PC Teasdale.

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th March, 2021 (previously circulated) were
approved and duly signed.

3.

Declaration of Interests – none

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be the
Annual Parish Assembly on 12th May and the Annual Parish Council meeting on 19th May,
2021.

5.

County Matters - The Chairman read out an email received from Cllr G Sanderson giving
thanks to councillors for their assistance and commitment over the years and that it has
been a pleasure working with Longhorsley Parish Council.
The Chairman updated the meeting about the issue of the speed camera situated on the
A697 beside the Shoulder of Mutton. There were 3 options to consider:
i.
ii.
iii.

Moving the current camera slightly to the South, round the corner on the A697 to
where the new junction will be installed.
Requesting that a new generation speed camera be installed.
Replacing the speed camera with a speed sign.

Cllr Sanderson will speak to officers at NCC about what would be the best option for this
area.
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6.

Update by PC Andrea Teasdale – PC Teasdale was not in attendance on the evening but
supplied a written update covering:
• Poaching continues to be a problem with Operation Hawkeye set up to address the
problem. Volunteers from across the area are working with the Police to tackle these
crimes.
• The issue of motorbikes and quad riders using the green lanes, together with Boats,
has increased of late with multiple groups of riders being in the area most weekends.
This is being addressed by a multi-agency approach. This is a national issue as
these off-roaders are causing problems all over the country. There have been some
bike seizures over the last few weeks.
• Now that we are coming out of lockdown, it is hoped that things get back to normal.
However, the COVID team is still working to address any breaches across the area.

7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list to 31st March, 2021, totalling £4,743.11.
7.2 Budget Monitoring – Members approved the monitoring statements to the end of March,
together with the account transactions for the year, petty cash documents and bank
reconciliation to 31st March.
7.3 Members received and noted the spreadsheet detailing the year end balances together with
earmarked commitments.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Planning Decisions:
20/00107/FUL Creation of an attenuation basin on Land at South Road – NCC permitted
the application.
21/00447/FUL Single storey orangery at Holystone Cottage – NCC permitted the
application.
20/04305/FUL Construction of general purpose, steel portal framed farm building at Land
North West of Paxton Dene Farm - NCC permitted the application.
The Chairman informed the meeting that the Conservation Officer had raised some
objections to the East Road development application.
8.1b) Review of Planning Applications:
21/01307/TREECA Works to tree in conservation area GW1 Goat Willow at Dawn Cottage
– No Objections.
21/00716/FUL Proposed general purpose agricultural building at Land South of Springview
– No Objections.
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21/00486/FUL Replace portacabin with 3 containers on Land to North of Longhorsley
Playing Field – No Objections.
8.1c) Aerial Masts at Davison Court – nothing to report at this time.
8.1d)West Ridges – Conversion of a Barn to 3 dwellings. The Chairman pointed out that this
application intends to create an access over land owned by LPC which is registered as
Village Green. The Chairman was unanimously given delegated responsibility to contact
Muckles to determine process and procedure should it be necessary.
8.2 Moor Management Committee
Cllr Pringle presented the draft minutes of the Moor Management Committee held on 3 rd
April, 2021.
8.3 The Old Church Wood (Barbara’s Wood) – Cllr Ford gave the following update:
• Some 12 volunteers assisted with works on Sunday including weeding and
maintaining the 3 copses on the West side of the wood.
• She has spoken to the owner of the adjacent land with regard to him cleaning out the
ditch and repairing the fence on his land.
• She has spoken to P Kerr and he confirmed that new hedging will be planted during
November.
• The Clerk reported that the grant for 2020/21 has now been received.
8.4 Play Areas
i.
Mr Paterson was in attendance and reported that the swing at Wilding Place has been
heightened as requested. The noticeboard at the MUGA has been refurbished and
new COVID signage has been placed at all entrances to play areas.
ii.
MUGA Lighting – Cllr Boyle has met with agents from Shepherds of Morpeth and is
awaiting a date for the work to commence. He will also ask for a quotation for the
replacement of the current floodlights with LED bulbs.
iii.
Wilding Place Litter Bin – following a complaint from a resident, members considered
the current location of the bin. Whilst members noted the comments made, it was
agreed that the bin was in the most appropriate place which allowed NCC employees
access for emptying purposes.
iv.
It has been reported that the new tables in Adamson Park are much heavier to move
in order to allow grass strimming to take place. Mr Paterson was asked to relocate
the tables, and create 3 new areas of bark chippings for the tables to be placed.
8.5 Allotments – nothing to report at this time.
8.6 Plants & Flowers – nothing to report at this time.
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The meeting was adjourned at 7.37 pm to allow a parishioner to speak
Mr Lister asked for an update regarding the flooding issues at Whitegates. Cllr Boyle is
waiting for a site meeting to take place with NCC officers to discuss the remedial/preventative
measures needed in the area. There are 3 main zones where flooding occurs: Archies Pond;
in front of Longhorsley Tower and Whitegates. Mr Lister informed the meeting that the old
storm drain is on his land and would permit access should it be required.
It was agreed that the Clerk contact Martin King and Cllr Sanderson to arrange a site meeting
with Cllr Boyle and Mr Lister to look at the associated problems.
No other issues were raised and the meeting recommenced at 7.50 pm

8.7 Village Maintenance Review
a.
Car Parking on Common – Cllr Boyle reported that he has contacted Mr McMorrow,
who will speak to a specialist architect, to discuss the best solution for the area.
Members also considered an email received from a resident about the visual
appearance of the current rope across the entrance. All agreed that the appearance
needs to be softened. Cllr Boyle will look at putting chains between the posts and
creating a proper gated entrance. He will contact Northumbria Fencing which may
be able to suggest some aesthetically pleasing solutions.
b.

Archies Pond Walkways – The Clerk reported that an email proposing a donation of
£2,000 has been received. Members unanimously welcomed this proposal.

c.

Land adjacent to Colli-Linn – the local resident has reported that this piece of land is
not being maintained by NCC. Following investigation, this land is not owned by NCC
and is actually unadopted. Members agreed to ask JP Garden Services to mow the
area whilst undertaking maintenance works at the nearby Adamson Park.

d)

An email has been received from residents in West Oaklands reporting a very large
overgrown sycamore tree and cherry tree which needs pruning and cut back. The
Clerk was asked to report the cherry tree to NCC as it is on their land and the
Chairman will speak to T&CTS to arrange for the sycamore tree to be sensitively
pruned due to its historical importance.

e)

An email has been received about the problems of parking on the pavement opposite
the Village Shop. Unfortunately, LPC does not own this land so we cannot place
bollards onto it. The Clerk was asked to report this issue both to NCC and the Police.
She was also asked to write to the owners of the holiday cottage to ask visitors not to
park on this area at the front but to use the allocated parking area in the property
grounds. She was asked to write to the owners of Roselea, asking the residents to
park considerately.

8.8 LPC Website – the Clerk has added an article about the uncontested election result.
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8.9 Longhorsley Tree – The Clerk to write articles covering – thanks to volunteers at Old
Church Wood, MUGA lighting, Archies Pond project, The Annual Parish Assembly, New
Councillors and the Community Award.
8.10 Donation Requests – none received
8.11 Village Hall Committee – Cllr Ford gave the following update:
i.
COVID cleaning boxes have been arranged for all groups.
ii.
It is hoped that the yoga and ballet classes will resume in the near future.
iii. The Local Elections will take place on 6th May and the Hall will be a polling station.
NCC will be arranging for a COVID Marshall to be in situ on the day.
iv. CAN has set up the Village Hall portal as a means of promoting contact and bookings.
v.
There is a balance of £21,254 in the bank account and the PO rent is being paid.
vi. The Windfarm is looking for new ideas and the introduction of a new music system has
been raised.
vii. A new Domesday Book has been compiled containing an entry for every Village Hall.
viii. A feasibility study to look at green issues such as solar panels is to take place.
ix. The Emily Wilding Davison bike ride will take place in June.
x.
The Committee has received a £600 grant from the lottery fund.
xi. A new battery for the defibrillator has been ordered.

9

Items Carried Forward

9.2 Housing Developments in the Village
a) South Road Development – consent has been granted by NCC for the drainage basin to
be installed.
b) East Road Development – nothing to report at this time.
c) Kirkups Corner – We have been informed that solicitors are still wishing to negotiate an
easement payment to allow access to the property over Village Green land.
9.3 Neighbourhood Planning – nothing to report at this time.
9.4 Village Green Issues – the Clerk was asked to arrange a virtual meeting with NCC to
recommence negotiations.
9.5 Welcome Letters – none issued this month.

10

Other Agenda Items

10.1 Elections May 2021 – The Clerk had distributed a copy of the official Return of Uncontested
Election Result to all elected councillors.
10.2 Virtual Meetings – The Clerk informed the meeting that current legislation allowing councils
to have virtual meetings runs out on 6th May and legislation for an extension has not been
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put in place. This issue has been taken to the High Court as COVID regulations do not allow
for meetings to take place indoors for mixed groups of people – so we do not have a venue
to hold face to face meetings.
10.3 Community Award – Members endorsed the nomination results received for the award and
announced the winner as being Fiona Leighton of the Play Group.

11

Other Items for Information - none.

12

Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)

12.1 Cllr Ford informed the meeting that the brick wall at the cemetery is very wobbly and asked
that the PCC be made aware of the poor condition of the wall – Cllr Pringle agreed to take
this issue to the PCC.
A bench seat, situated past the metal gate is broken – Cllr Pringle to report to PCC.
12.2 Cllr Ford suggested that some flower beds could be installed inside the ruins and she will
contact NCC for permission.
As this was the final meeting of this Council, the Chairman thanked those present for
their assistance during the past 4 years. He also thanked Cllrs Kate Foreman, Tom
Lowrie and Victoria Pagan, for their much appreciated, commitment to the Council and
the Community of Longhorsley.

The last formal meeting of this Council closed at 8.45 pm
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