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At the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held electronically on Monday 7 December 2020. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, C Cloutt, B Dickson, T Hood, F Krzyzosiak, L Sowter, F Thornton and S Walton 
 
136. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Reynolds’ absence was approved at the meeting on 7 September 2020.    
 
137. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – Cllr Sowter declared an interest in Item 9 (Allotments) and any 

discussions on Recreation Lane Access.  Cllr Walton declared an interest in Item 17 (Update and discussion on draft 
Agreement with The Bridge for use of the printer).     

 
138. Public Questions  

 
A vote took place, the Clerk confirmed the decision verbally, to read out all eight items of question 1. 

 
a. A resident asked about the siting of the new noticeboard for Coquet Park.  The Parish Council have already 

considered this and the likely location is in the entrance to the Estate in front of the land designated for the new 
surgery.  

b. The resident asked if efforts could be made to discourage people from putting up posters on fences and telegraph 
poles and to remove these and monitor the situation.  The Parish Council discussed this issue and noted that it 
is a difficult practice to stop.  Removal of ‘out of date’ posters should be required.   

c. The resident commented that the roads and paths in Coquet Park are a mess with chipped and cracked 
kerbstones.  The Parish Council understands that Bellway will carry out remedial works before the roads and 
paths are adopted by NCC and that the officer from NCC is stringent about ensuring these are in a good condition 
before they are adopted.   

d. The resident commented that the communal areas and SUD pond on Coquet Park are a mess.  The Parish 
Council understands that a new management company has been appointed.  

e. The resident commented that the new swing should be supplied by a proper company and queried whether 
insurance would allow one not made by a registered supplier.  The resident also commented that a maintenance 
company or handyman is needed for the park and the MUGA.  The Clerk explained that the insurers are happy 
with self-installation of the swing if it is inspected after installation by ROSPA.  The Recreation Field Committee 
can consider the need for a maintenance person or company.  

f. The resident reported that there are holes in the fence on Recreation Lane.  This will be reviewed as part of the 
allotment review.   

g. The resident asked if the Parish Council could consider a Facebook page or Twitter feed.  The Parish Council 
commented on the difficulties of managing and resourcing these, with a part-time Clerk.  

h. The resident’s final question was not read out by the Clerk due to its contentious nature and as it named 
individuals.  The Parish Council can consider this question in closed session.  Cllr Dickson proposed that the 
final question should not be read out due to its contentious content.  It was agreed it would be read out in a 
closed session. 

i. A resident stated that the submitted document on Parish Council committees and groups included Reserve 
Councillors and stated that there is no such legal entity and that these positions are unlawful.  The Clerk advised 
that the Parish Council’s Standing Orders allows the appointment of substitute councillors to committees or 
working groups.  The Standing Orders are based on the National Association of Local Council Model Standing 
Orders.  It was agreed that the Clerk will amend the wording in the list of committees and groups from ‘Reserve’ 
to ‘Substitute’ to match the terminology used in the Standing Orders.  

j. A resident stated that no residents had received information about access to their property from Recreation 
Lane.  The resident asked how many residents had received information and for their names and the dates of 
the communications.  The Parish Council will consider the question in closed session and will respond to the 
resident.    

k. A resident asked if the Parish Council would consider organising a village dog show.  The Clerk advised the 
resident that there is usually one held at the Annual Fair but that this had been cancelled this year due to Covid-
19.  The Parish Council does not intend to organise a separate dog show.  

 
139. The Minutes of the meeting held on 2 November 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to the following 

amendment: 
 

a. Minute 123 – Addition of “(c)  Resolved:  to appoint Cllr Dickson as lead councillor of the Oval Working Group.”  
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140. Update on Ongoing Matters  
 

The Parish Council received an update on ongoing matters.  The following points were noted (using the numbering 
from the list of the ongoing matters):  
 
2020/1/a Lane Head unofficial parking area (previously described in the list of ongoing matters as “Layby”) – 

County Cllr Thorne has informed the Parish Council that the work is on the NCC works schedule 
and he is chasing NCC Highways.         

  
2020/1/b Grass Cutting – County Cllr Thorne thinks the area is much improved and is on the grass cutting 

rota.  He would like to see the wider area tidied up around the bus shelter as it is the first impression 
of the village.  He is working to improve the situation.  

  
2020/4 New Surgery Transfer of Land – Clerk to clarify boundaries of proposed transfer.  Clerk to progress 

the document with the solicitor and give clear briefing on ownership and control.   
  
2020/5a Parking on South View – County Councillor Thorne advised that this is a job in progress, that it would 

be a very expensive undertaking to solve the problem but that he agrees it does need addressing 
urgently.  A solution is being worked up but County Cllr Thorne is unsure how it would be financed.  

  
2020/6 Parking at Riverside – Agreed to have a site meeting with County Cllr Thorne on 14 December.  The 

Parish Council will meet prior to that with Thirston Parish Council to discuss the proposals.    
  
2020/21 Drainage, The Pant – Cllr Krzyzosiak has not received any response to her enquiries and the Parish 

Council are left with the historic position that the Pant would have been in public ownership and 
therefore transferred at some point to NCC.  It may not be possible to pursue this matter further.  

  
141. Finances  

 
a. Financial Statement to 30 November 2020 was received by the Parish Council.  

 
Resolved:  to include a motion in the agenda for the next Meeting, that the financial statement should be 
‘received’ by the Parish Council and not ‘approved’.   

 
b. Resolved:  to authorise the following payments:  

 
Payments since the last Meeting:  

Payee Head of Expenditure  Cost VAT Payment No 

Southern Electric  Recreation Field  £116.89 £5.84 PC32 
 

Payments yet to be made: 
Payee Head of Expenditure  Cost VAT Payment No 

C Lewis  
  
 

Clerk’s Fees 
Clerk’s Expenses 
Zoom 

£396.76  PC33 

Felton Village Hall  Room Hire  £8.00  PC34 

K Milburn – Locum Gravedigger Graves  £400.00  000858 

The Stephen Carey Fund – 
defibrillator pads and battery  

Defib Machine  £250.00  PC35 

Royal Oak Landscaping – Grass 
cutting  

Recreation Field  
Cemetery – Grounds 
Maintenance  

£2,040.00 £408.00 PC37 and 
FCJC17 

John Hood Landscaping  Play Area 
Recreation Lane – upkeep  

£605.00  PC37 
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c. Budget for the year 2021/22 – The Parish Council considered the draft Budget prepared by the Clerk with the 

Audit and Accounts Working Group.  
 
Resolved:   
- to include a new head of expenditure for Chartered Surveyor’s fees:  this will be a reserve fund.  
- to set the allocated figure for the ramp as in the draft budget.  
- to allocate £1,000 to General Reserves.  
- to include a note in the budget document to explain that VAT claimed in error on the purchase of the printer 

will be set against the next VAT claim in accordance with advice received and that this represents a loss in 
anticipated income, which loss is already factored in to the draft budget.  

- to set the Precept at £31,077.    
- The Recreation Committee to obtain quotes and Specifications ready for the next budget. 

 
d. Audit and Accounts Working Group Terms of Reference – deferred.  

 
142. Noticeboard for the entrance to Coquet Park – deferred pending response from Bellway.  

 
143. Replacement Toddler Swing – Cllr Sowter has provided self-build details and projected costs of approximately 

£300.  These take into account the ROSPA regulations and requirements for self-builds.  Decision deferred pending 
ROSPA response as to cost of post-installation inspection.  

 
[Cllr Blagburn left the meeting.] 
 
[Resolved:  to extend meeting beyond the two hour limit set in the Standing Orders to discuss the next item of business on 
the Agenda.]  

 
144. Allotments 
 

a. Cllr Dickson reported the following issues at the Mouldshaugh Allotments:  hazardous substances are stored in 
the open; the main entrance to the allotments is clogged up with pots and other items, including plastic flowers; 
unauthorised structures.  

 
Resolved:  to have a full Parish Council site inspection for all councillors to view and assess the issues.  
 

b. Cllr Dickson reported the following issues at the Recreation Lane Allotments:  hedging along the boundary with 
the Lane is uneven; the position of water butts and compost bins prevents access to the hedges; internal hedges 
need to be cut; the rear fence is very overgrown; unauthorised structures.   

 
Resolved:  to have a full Parish Council site inspection for all councillors to view and assess the issues.  
 

c. Terms of Reference for the Allotments Working Group were discussed.  It was agreed the Allotments Working 
Group should carry out two site visits each year, review compliance with tenancy agreements, and 
assess/inspect boundaries, paths and entranceways.  The Clerk will draft a Terms of Reference document.   
 

d. Resolved:  to appoint Cllr Krzyzosiak as an additional member of the Allotments Working Group.   
 

 
Chairman closed the meeting at 9:31pm. 

 


