
Minutes for the Meeting of Embleton Parish Council 
 

Monday 22nd March 2021 at 7.00pm 

Remote Meeting 

On 4th April 2020, the government brought The Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020 into force to allow Local Authorities to conduct 
meetings remotely.  Embleton Parish Council (EPC) have adopted the remote meeting platform Zoom 
to conduct Parish Council meetings during the Coronavirus restrictions. 
 
Chairman: Terry Howells 
 

Present: Raymond Carss, Andrew Chillingsworth, James Robertson, Karen Greenhoff, Chris 
German, Dave Cooper, Vicki Fyffe, Ray Imeson, Monica Cornall 

 

Attendees: County Councillor (Cllr) Pattison – Northumberland County Council (NCC).  2 members 
of the public. 

 
Clerk:   Melissa Gilroy 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Declaration of Interests.  Agenda item 13 - Cllr Cornall as a resident of Dunstan Steads. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence:  None 
 
3. Confirmation of Minutes 

• Embleton Parish Council (EPC) Remote Meeting 22nd February 2021.   
1) Amendment request.  Agenda point 17.  Cllr Imeson.  Race to the Castle 2021 starting at 

Kirkharle not Bamburgh. 
2) Amendment request. Agenda point 15.  Final bullet point.  Amendment to statement 

regarding herringbone parking spaces.  Change ‘about 18’ to ‘20 spaces’.   
   

Unanimously agreed by all Councillors.  Chairman to sign. 
Proposer: Cllr Chillingsworth 
Seconder: Vice Chairman 

 

• EPC Extraordinary Remote Meeting 5th March 2021. 
1) Amendment request 1. Agenda point 3.  Vice Chairman.  Change location description to 

"In its original submission EPC asked for double yellow lines to be laid as far as the first 
drain on the (southern side) of the road which is just beyond the entry to the private road 
to the barns”. 
 

2) Amendment request 2. Opening statement.  "The Chairman also reiterated that the 
purpose of the meeting was to consider EPC’s response to the proposal submitted by NCC 
at Dunstan Steads which sees the verge (on the southern side of the road between the 
private road leading to the Barns and the double farm gates as you travel east stabilised 



by installing Bodpave. Any other matters relating to Dunstan Steads were not open to 
debate". 

 

3) Amendment request 3. Agenda point 3.  Cllr Robertson.  Change the statement made by 
Cllr Robertson to “alleviate parking problems faced by the Dunstan Steads residents. In 
response to Cllr Cornall’s comments that the PC was not implementing the wishes of the 
Dunstan Steads parish residents, Cllr Robertson wished to echo that the PC was not just a 
Dunstan Steads PC but represented the Parish as a whole”. 

 

4) Amendment request 4.  Various.  Cllr Cornall.  An annotated copy of the meeting minutes 
were circulated to Cllr’s prior to the meeting.  Each amendment was reviewed at the 
meeting and the points agreed by Cllr’s are to be amended within the meeting minutes.  
Copy of requested amendments available upon request. 

 

Unanimously agreed by all Councillors.  Chairman to sign.  
Proposer: Vice Chairman 
Seconder: Cllr Greenhoff 
 

4. Matters arising from minutes of last Meeting. 

• Front Street overgrown trees.  NCC have granted permission for the work to the trees within 
the conservation area.  Cllr Robertson has supplied a quote for the removal of the lower tree, 
pruning the lower limbs on the top tree, tidying and topping the hedge, chipping all the brash, 
and tipping the chip into the playpark to the sum of £350.00.  Cllrs unanimously agreed to 
accept the quote and progress the work.  Cllr Robertson to action. 
Proposer: Vice Chairman 
Seconder: Cllr Carss 

• Local Wildlife Sites.  No further response from Iain Robson (AONB) received.     

• Embleton Playing Field Lease.  No further action since the last meeting.  Chairman to progress. 
 

5. County Councillor’s Report.  The March & April 2021 County Cllr report was circulated to Cllr’s 
prior to the meeting.  Copies available upon request.  In summary the following items were 
reported: 

• Coastal path funding gets the green light. 

• Everyone will benefit from Census 2021. 

• Leaders welcome cautious approach to easing lockdown. 

• Countryside volunteering in Northumberland. 

• Northumberland Homes to receive free energy efficiency boost. 

• Consultation helps to shape future library service. 

• Growing up in Northumberland. 

• New online fitness experience launched. 
 

6. Christon Bank & Embleton Traffic Management plans.  Work has been completed on the 
installation of the Christon Bank interactive speed signs and full installation of the agreed 
Embleton Speed Management plans remain outstanding.    The 30mph signs to Dunstan Steads 
have been installed and moved along the road towards Craster, however, the old signs remain 
in place.  NCC have assured EPC that they will return to remove the signs but have not stated 
dates for the completion of all other work.  EPC have received an email from a Christon Bank 
resident displeased with the placement of the interactive signs and the effectiveness of the 
chicanes.  The Chairman responded to the resident summarising the actions taken over the 
past two years.  Cllr Cooper has spoken to several residents and Cllr’s agreed that this was an 
isolated complaint. 

 



7. 013 EPC Asset Register – Review.  Updated by the Clerk and circulated prior to the meeting 
for review.  Unanimously agreed by Cllr’s for 2020-21. 
Proposer:  Vice Chairman 
Seconder:  Cllr Cooper 
 

8. Christon Bank Noticeboard Renewal & Tree / Cage removal.  The Christon Bank village green 
requires some maintenance.  The Clerk received a quote to replace the noticeboard to the 
sum of £1471.47 (same specification as the Embleton unit), Cllr’s unanimously agreed to the 
purchase of the unit.  Clerk to action.  The dead millennium tree and surrounding cage on the 
village green is to be removed and replaced with a flowering cherry tree and the village bench 
assessed for refurbishment.  Cllr Carss suggested testing the soil for salt levels (this may have 
caused the tree to die).  Cllr Cooper agreed to undertake these tasks and gather quotes for 
the tree. To be discussed further at the April meeting. 
Proposer:  Cllr Chillingsworth 
Seconder:  Cllr Cooper 
 

9. Embleton Playpark.  Weekly and monthly checks ongoing, no issues.  The Chairman reported 
the results of the playpark survey conducted by Beadnell PC and thanked the Vice Chairman 
and Cllr Cooper for the work they have been completing to ensure that EPC are complying 
with the necessary checks.     

 
10. Eco Taskforce.  Following the last meeting Cllr Robertson was unable to investigate the 

restoration of the Pant (to identify the water source and pressure) due to access issues.  Cllr 
Imeson confirmed that access was no longer restricted.  Cllr Robertson to action.   
 

11. Embleton Joint Burial Committee (EJBC).  Executive Powers Transfer (no longer required).  
The Chairman provide an update.  In summary, the EJBC has been informed by NALC (National 
Association of Local Councils) that it does not have a case to answer in respect of the creation 
of a garden for Gateway Cottage.  EJBC has been instructed that as the house is let on a 
shorthold tenancy and the land used to create the garden is not considered to have been 
disposed of and is thus excluded from the Local Government Act 1972. The complainant will 
be notified of this and be offered the opportunity to attend a virtual meeting to discuss the 
matter.  Cllr Fyffe & Cllr Cornall discussed the option of possibly moving the fence and 
installing planting to soften the appearance of the fence.  The Chairman advised that making 
the fence appear more sympathetic would be assessed at the next EJBC meeting.     
 

The development of a risk analysis relating to gravestones is ongoing.  A review of Cemetery 
Fees and Charges has led to an agreed increase of 1%.  The closure meeting regarding the 
grant for Gatehouse Cottage has been held with NCC.  All conditions have been met and the 
final tranche of the grant is expected to be released in the near future. 
 

12. Embleton Quarry Committee.   

• NCC has notified EPC that it has lost / not received the Community Asset Transfer (CAT) forms 
for Quarry House and the associated land. This was emailed by the Clerk on December 9th 
2020 and a second copy has now been sent and received.  There has been no response to the 
appeal for a retired solicitor to help with the legal transfer of the strip of land between the 
rear of the Whinstone View development and the PC’s land.  It will now be necessary to 
employ a local firm.  The Vice Chairman produced an annual review of the work of the Quarry 
Committee.  This included plan for the forthcoming year which were agreed by Cllr’s (i.e., an 
outdoor school classroom, dipping platform, access for wheelchairs / pushchairs and fencing). 
   



• Dog Restrictions.  The Vice Chairman provided an update to Cllr’s prior to the meeting.  The 
Quarry Working Party would like the restriction of dogs on a lead in the paddock to remain in 
force all year round, with the signs being changed accordingly once the ponies leave the 
paddock for the summer.  There are no plans to restrict dogs to being on leads in the southern 
half of the Quarry.  The Cllr’s unanimously agreed to this proposal. 

 
13. Parking Taskforce.   

• Dunstan Steads.  Vertical railway sleepers have been installed and trees planted along the 
verges at Dunstan Steads.  The Chairman reported that this was an illegal action and that NCC 
plan to remove the obstructions.  The Chairman stated that EPC should not be removing these, 
to which Cllr’s agreed.  Cllr Imeson added that an independent individual aside from the PC 
could remove the installations and felt that it was unfair that these were installed without 
permission and that individuals could be held liable when removing them.  The PC are awaiting 
a response from Paul Jones (NCC) to the PC letter on the proposed plans.   

 

• Sea Lane.  Prior to the meeting the Chairman circulated a statement (agreed by the parking 
taskforce) to Cllr’s regarding Sea Lane.  The Vice Chairman commented on the statement, of 
the two options, the non-herring bone east / west parking was more favourable.  Cllr 
Robertson added that that the taskforce had discussed the proposals at length as to why the 
PC were not recommending either of the options presented and Cllr Greenhoff added that the 
PC were requesting a phased approach.  Cllr Fyffe agreed with the Vice Chairman that a note 
should be added regarding the non-herringbone option.  The Chairman and Cllr’s agreed to 
add a footnote to the letter before sending to P Jones (NCC).  Chairman to action.  Cllr Cornall 
mentioned quitting the taskforce as she felt the PC were increasing the parking provision at 
Dunstan Steads but not Sea Lane.  Cllr Greenhoff added that it was not the intention to 
increase parking at Dunstan Steads.    
 

14. Meeting Reports. 

• NCC Elections Team – Nomination Briefing. 2nd March 2021.  Nomination Packs are now 
available to download on the PC website.  
 

15. Forthcoming Meetings 

• None to report. 
 

16. E-Mails Received / Correspondence 

• Email - Heineken Race to the Castle.  26 - 27th June 2021.  The event organisers anticipate 
that 1800 participants will pass through the Parish over the two-day event and have provided 
the PC with the management plan and details on the clearage of signs following the event.  

• AONB Embleton Conservation Area email dated 15th March.  The email provided details of a 
proposed review of the character appraisal for Embleton.  Cllr Cornall asked for Dunstan 
Steads to be included and Cllr Greenhoff suggested that Christon Bank should also be included 
to keep it fair across the Parish.  Chairman to action. 

• Resident email - Dog Fouling Bags – 2nd March 2021.  Images of dog foul bags left on the track 
connecting Christon Bank to Embleton (opposite the caravan park) were circulated to Cllr’s.  
It was agreed to order a bin for installation at the site. Clerk to action. 
Proposer: Vice Chairman 
Seconder: Cllr Imeson  

• NEED Ltd Shuttle Bus email – 5th March 2021.  Need Ltd. contacted the PC following a recent 
article in the Northumberland Gazette which reported that local Parish Councillors along with 
the Northumberland branch of AONB are looking into the idea of operating a shuttle bus 
between the locations of Craster, Embleton and Newton by the Sea.  NEED Ltd. provided 
information on the current Thursday Hail a Ride scheme (Ellingham, Chathill, Preston, Christon 



Bank, West Falloden, Rock, Rennington, Denwick into Alnwick) and the Friday Dial a Ride 
scheme (Craster, Howick, Longhoughton, Boulmer, Alnmouth and Lesbury into Alnwick).  
NEED Ltd would be interested in working with the local PC’s on future schemes.   

• Bus Shelter.  The Vice Chairman mentioned the Bus Shelter repairs.  Cllr Imeson advised that 
these would be completed after April.   

• Clerk Resignation.  Following the resignation of the Clerk, the Chairman thanked her for all 
work completed over the past few years.   An advert to fill the vacant position will be placed 
on the PC noticeboards, PC website, Embleton Nextdoor and with NALC.    

 
17. Financial Matters 

• 2021-22 Local Business Contribution to Village Green Upkeep.  Given the current 
circumstances the Cllr’s agreed not to request a donation for 2021-22.  

 

• Account Balances (28/02/2021)       
Parish Council        £41,547.40 
Quarry        £22,498.56 
EJBC        £7,011.28 

 

• Spent & Received since 22/02/2021 (PC) 
o Clerk Salary, PAYE Refund, Expenses (January 2021) -£298.62 BACS 
o Clerk Monthly PC Zoom Subscription     -£14.39  BACS 
o D Moody – Grounds Maintenance    -£670.00 BACS 
o Rate Relief Contribution      +£50.00 BACS 

 

• Payments Required 
o Clerk Salary, PAYE Refund (February 2021)   -£289.93 BACS 
o R Imeson.  Dunstan Steads Paint    -£ 17.00 BACS 

 
 
18. Planning Matters 

• 20/02536/FUL.  Retrospective - Installation of hard standing, electricity and water points, 
alterations to access and other ancillary works.  Land West of North Farm Cottages Embleton 
Northumberland.   Mr R Manners. 
Discussed at the Parish Council Meeting on 26th October 2020. 
Outcome:  REFUSED 

 
19. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

• Quakers Row.  Cllr Imeson.  End of Quakers Row, 30ft of hardstanding has been installed 
against non-retaining walls without prior planning permission.  To be discussed at the April 
meeting.   

• Dunstan Steads Flooding.  Cllr Imeson (in response to Cllr Cornall’s Dunstan Steads flooding 
photo) commented that the water running down towards the beach was due to sand blocking 
the drains.  To be discussed further at the April meeting.  

 
20. Time, Date and Venue of next meeting 

Parish Council Meeting.  26th April 2021, 7pm.  Zoom Website / App.  

 


