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At the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held electronically on Monday 1 February 2021. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, B Dickson, T Hood, F Krzyzosiak, L Sowter (from Minute 158 onwards), F Thornton and 

S Walton 
 
154. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Cloutt    
 
155. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – Cllr Walton declared an interest in Item 23 (Update and 

discussion on draft Agreement with The Bridge for use of the printer).     
 
156. Public Questions  

 
A resident submitted questions regarding Recreation Lane but these were received after the deadline stated in the  
Agenda.   
 
Resolved:  to consider these at the next Meeting.  The Clerk provided an general update on access along Recreation 
Lane.   

 
157. Vacancy in the Role of Councillor – The Parish Council noted the resignation of Mrs C Reynolds as councillor.  The 

Clerk has notified NCC.  There is no right for electors to call an election as the vacancy has fallen within six months 
of the May 2021 elections.  The Parish Council may co-opt to fill the vacancy but need not do so.  

 
[Cllr Sowter joined the Meeting.] 

 
158. The Minutes of the meeting held on 27 October 2020 were agreed as a true record.  

 
159. The Minutes of the meeting held on 17 November 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to the following 

amendment:  
 

a. Minute 138c – addition of the words ‘Felton Parish Council’. 
 

160. The Minutes of the meeting held on 7 December 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to the following 
amendments:  

 
a. Minute 138A – addition of the following sentence at the start of the Minute:  ‘A vote took place, the Clerk 

confirmed the decision verbally, to read out all eight items of question 1.’ 
b. Minute 138Ah – replace with the following:  ‘Cllr Dickson proposed that the final question should not be read 

out due to its contentious content.  It was agreed it would be read out in a closed session.’  
c. Minute 141c – addition of the following resolution: ‘The Recreation Committee to obtain quotes and 

Specifications ready for the next budget.’ 
 

161. The Minutes of the meeting held on 14 December 2020 were agreed as a true record.  
 
162. Update on Ongoing Matters  
 

The Parish Council received an update on ongoing matters.  The following points were noted (using the numbering 
from the list of the ongoing matters):  
 
2020/4 The Clerk is expecting an update from the chartered surveyor and will forward this once received.          
  
2020/5a 
and 
2020/16 

Parking on South View – The Oval Working Group (Cllrs Dickson, Krzyzosiak and Thornton) offered 
to form a working group to review parking on South View similar to their work on the Oval and also 
to review the pothole on South Lane.  Cllr Krzyzosiak will prepare a proposal for approval at the next 
Meeting.  

  
2020/7/b Works on the Bridge – It was noted that Cllr Krzyzosiak has written to the design team to set out 

concerns about the weight limit on the Bridge in particular in connection with the diversion of A1 



 FELTON PARISH COUNCIL  

43 
 

traffic through the village.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to NCC Highways and NCC 
referring to the agreement with Northumbria Police regarding diversions of traffic and stacking lorries 
on the A1, and the issues with gridlocking the village and the speed of the traffic.  The Clerk will 
speak to Northumbria Police to ask for details of the previous agreement.  

  
2020/9 Japanese Knotweed – Cllr Sowter reported that Mr J Stewart is addressing the regrowth in the corner 

of Recreation Field by the Riggs.  
  
2020/11 Empty Property on Davison Avenue – No evidence of ongoing works.  Clerk will request an update.  
  
2020/14 Loose stones at white fence on Main Street – further stones appear to be loose.  Clerk to chase 

works.  
  
2020/15  Ramp at Riverside – Cllr Hood to follow up on specification.  
  
2020/20 Speeding – The Clerk will follow up all matters relating to speeding.   
  
2020/21 The Pant – It was noted that no further avenues are open to identify ownership.  The Clerk will send 

a final email to NCC and will then remove this matter from ongoing matters.  
  
2020/23 Recreation Lane Access – The Clerk has circulated a design and price for the new sign to councillors 

for consideration.  
  
2020/29 Review and target setting – This will be combined with Ongoing Matter 2020/39 (12 Month Action 

Plan).  It was noted that the certificate for Hillrise Stores’ contribution to the community during the 
pandemic has not been presented.  Clerk to create a certificate.    

  
2020/31 The Lodge – It was agreed that it is very disappointing that no progress has been reported in this 

matter by NCC and Mr Murfin.  The Clerk will write to Mr Murfin.   
  
2020/37 30mph Zone at new traffic calming (north of village) – Due to the extension of the area of street 

lighting as far as the new traffic calming, no separate order was required to extend the 30mph zone.  
 
The LTP priorities will be added to the list of ongoing matters. 
 

163. Finances  
 
a. Financial Statements – The Parish Council considered the purpose of the financial statement.  The Clerk 

confirmed that the bank reconciliation had not been carried out in December but that the papers were printed for 
a reconciliation to 26 January.   

 
Resolved:  that the financial statement should be ‘received’ by the Parish Council and not ‘approved’. 
 

b. Financial Statement to 26 January 2021 was received by the Parish Council.  It was noted that there has been 
a bank error and a cheque for the sum of £400 has only been debited as £200.  The Clerk has reported the error 
to the bank and has been given a reference number.  The bank should make the correction shortly.  

 
c. Resolved:  to authorise the following payments:  

 
Payments since the last Meeting:  

Payee Head of Expenditure  Cost VAT Payment No 

P Brown  Maintenance – War 
Memorial  
Grounds Maintenance  
Fuel  

£598.33 £1.67 FCJC19 

 

Payments yet to be made: 
Payee Head of Expenditure  Cost VAT Payment No 
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C Lewis (December) 
  
 

Clerk’s Fees 
Clerk’s Expenses 
Zoom 

£610.48  PC39 

SLCC Annual Subscription  Subscriptions  £112.00  PC40 

L Sowter – materials for drains  Recreation Field – Minor 
Expenditure  

£14.78 £2.95 PC41 

Design.art – website hosting  IT Costs  £50.00  PC42 

C Lewis (January) 
 

Clerk’s Fees 
Clerk’s Expenses 
Zoom 

£496.09  PC43 

 
d. Request for Donation – Citizens’ Advice Northumberland  

 
Resolved:  to donate £50 as this service is valuable to residents.  
 

e. Request for Donation – Citizens’ Advice Northumberland Bailiffgate 
 

Resolved:  not to make a donation as this benefits residents in Alnwick over those in the parish.  
 

f. Audit and Accounts Working Group Terms of Reference – withdrawn for further review.   
 

164. Noticeboard for the entrance to Coquet Park – deferred pending response from Bellway.  
 

165. The Oval – The Oval Working Group gave a report on their progress.  A zoom meeting and on site meeting have 
been held with Mr A Miller, NCC Inspector of Roads, who provided further clarification of the works being offered.  Mr 
Miller is taking further proposals back to his department manager, Mr G Bucknall for pricing and approval.  He expects 
this process to take four to five weeks.  If approved, the works will take approximately one week.  The works will 
hopefully include the erection of birds mouth fencing and planting trees.  The Oval Working Group proposes to consult 
with residents once the proposals are approved by NCC.   

 
Resolved:  to approve the proposals put forward by the Oval Working Group.  The Parish council thanked the Group 
for its hard work, and Group Lead Councillor Dickson thanked Cllr Krzyzosiak in particular for her efforts and work.  
 

166. Parking at Riverside and on the Bridge – The Parish Council considered the amended proposals prepared by 
NCC.   

 
Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to accept the new proposals subject to:  
a. the removal of the proposed double yellow line in front of the Running Fox; 
b. confirmation that the inner fence on the grassed area (beside the drop to the River) will be replaced; and 
c. confirmation that the grassed area will continue to be cut and maintained by NCC.  
 

167. Recreation Field – The Parish Council received a report from the Recreation Field Committee which was given by 
the Clerk.  [During this report, Cllr Blagburn left the Meeting.] 

 
Resolved:   
a. to accept the recommendations made by the Recreation Field Committee in its report (RFC Report Jan 2021) 

and for the Clerk to obtain prices.   
b. to approve the expenditure on grid matting for the slide hill and field entrance at a cost of £252.  The Clerk will 

seek confirmation/clearance from NCC Footpaths officer that this is permitted over the route of the public 
footpath.  

c. to refer the paths within the play area to the Recreation Field Committee for review.  It was noted and resolved 
that these should be a hard surface in order to allow access to the play area for wheelchair and pushchairs.   

d. to approve construction of the toddler swing by a working party if there are sufficient volunteers.  
e. to grant a licence to ferret for rabbits on the Recreation Field to the person requesting permission.  The Clerk 

will prepare a suitable licence which should include a requirement to place signs on the gates during ferreting, 
to notify the public that this is taking place.   

 



 FELTON PARISH COUNCIL  

45 
 

[Resolved:  to extend meeting beyond the two hour limit set in the Standing Orders to discuss any urgent items on the 
remainder of the Agenda.]  

 
168. Allotments 
 

Resolved:   
a. Clerk to write to allotment holder regarding storage of hazardous substances and requesting their immediate 

removal.    
b. in light of advice that the Parish Council should not meet as a group during the current lockdown, to make 

individual visits in pairs to the allotments to review the matters raised in Cllr Dickson’s report and photographs.  
 

169. Correspondence – Clerk to forward copy of correspondence from July as referred to in Cllr Krzyzosiak’s email to 
the Parish Council.   

 
Chairman closed the meeting at 9:45pm. 

 


