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At the remote Meeting of the Recreation Field Committee held on Tuesday 9 March 2021. 

Present:   Cllrs Dickson, Sowter and Thornton (Felton Parish Council), Cllr Marshall (Thirston Parish Council), 

Mrs Clark, Mr Haddow, Mr Stewart   

In attendance:  C Lewis (Clerk)  

32. Apologies for absence – None  

33. Declarations of Interest – None  

34. The Minutes of a meeting held on 26 January 2021 were approved subject to the clarification that the Code of 

Conduct applies to members as a whole and not as might be implied by Minute 28 only to the working group 

members; and to the following amendment: 

a. Minute 28 – Mr Haddow was appointed as lead ‘member’ and not ‘councillor’.  Minutes to be amended 

accordingly.   

35. Finances 

a. The Committee considered the cost of electricity.  The fixed term contract will end in 2024.  The Clerk will ask 

the Parish Council Contracts Working Group for help reviewing the invoices as necessary.  

b. There has been some minor expenditure. 

36. Play Area    

a. Toddler Swing – The Committee considered the appointment of a working party to install a new toddler 

swing.  Cllr Sowter described the difficulties inherent in the project and in obtaining timber with a suitable 

tolerance to ensure it fits into the frame’s metal ‘shoes’.  It was agreed that it was not appropriate for the work 

to be carried out by the Committee.   

Resolved:  To obtain quotes for a replacement swing from a Play Equipment Supplier and to submit these to 

the Parish Council for approval.  

b. Paths (referred from Felton Parish Council) – The paths need to be surfaced with a material that promotes 

accessibility.  The Committee considered composite resin.  Mr Stewart volunteered to measure the paths.  

Resolved:  To get a Play Equipment Supplier out to provide a quote for renewing the paths with a suitable 

surface.  

c. Bark – The Clerk reported that the company used previously is no longer supplying play bark.  The Clerk has 

begun the process of obtaining quotes from other suppliers.  

d. Rear Hedge – The insurers have confirmed that volunteer parties are covered by the Parish Council 

insurance subject to a suitable risk assessment , when carrying out routine or low-level tasks.  Anything more 

‘heavy duty’, including use of power equipment needs to be notified to the insurers and approved in advance.   

Resolved:  To ask the current contractor for a quote for trimming back the rear hedge.  

e. Report from Clerk on Monthly Inspection – The following issues were reported:  

- The matting at the entrance gate needs to be laid.  Cllr Sowter is waiting for Fife’s to have top soil in stock.   

 

- The bark needs to be topped up in several areas.  See Minute 36c above.   

 

- There is water damage to the bases of all the wooden supports.  The Committee considered whether treating 

the wooden supports would be beneficial but will begin the process of getting designs for a full replacement.     

 

- The footplate to the rocker is damaged.  Cllr Sowter is reviewing this to see if it can be repaired.  

 

- The metal tethers of the witches hat are showing some signs of rust.   

Resolved:  To monitor.   
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37. Recreation Field  

a. Drainage – Blewitts have been asked for a quote to investigate the issues.  They have a drainage camera 

which they could use in conjunction with exploratory digging.   The temporary drain is functioning well.   

b. CCTV – The Clerk is awaiting a call back from the NCC Animal Welfare Team about how they can use CCTV.  

Matter deferred to next meeting.   

38. Other Ongoing Matters on Action List  

a. 2020/11    All-Weather Court Surface – Mr Haddow to circulate information to working group.  

b. 2021/6    The horse jump upper board have been removed by Cllr Sowter.   

c. 2021/9     Clerk to ask Blewitts for advice.  The soil may need testing for contamination.   

39. Play Area Bark – The Committee returned to its discussions about the bark levels.   

Resolved:   

a. To order 40 m3 of bark.  The Clerk will review the quotes and recommend a product.   

b. To obtain process for a few good quality wheelbarrows, large metal shovels and long handled rakes to aid 

barrowing, rather than relying on volunteers having their own.   

40. Date of Next Meeting – 27 April 2021 

The Clerk asked the Committee to note that the regulations allowing remote meetings end on 6 May, after which it 

will be necessary to hold face to face meetings unless the regulations are extended.  The usual difficulty for the 

Committee with face to face meetings has been securing room bookings at the Hall.   

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:42pm.     


