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At the remote Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held electronically on Thursday 25 March 2021. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, B Dickson, F Krzyzosiak, G Lings, T, Hood, L Sowter and S Walton.   
 

 
207. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Thornton  

 
208. Declarations of Interest – None.    

 
209. The Parish Council passed a resolution under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 

to exclude public and press due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, which is commercially 
sensitive.   

 
210. New Surgery – The Parish Council noted that the Patient Participation Group at Felton Surgery has been reinstated 

and will be having meetings on a regular basis.  An initial meeting was held yesterday (24 March 2021).   
 
211. The Parish Council discussed its communications with the solicitor.   

 
Resolved:  All communication with the solicitor to be via the Clerk;  Clerk to keep the Parish Council fully informed 
and all councillors to be invited to any meetings with the solicitor.   
 

212. The Parish Council discussed the solicitor’s appointment and fees.  In particular, the Parish Council discussed a 
possible undertaking from the developer to pay the Parish Council’s legal fees as proposed in the draft Heads of 
Terms.  In order to avoid delay awaiting such an undertaking, the Parish Council agreed it should undertake to meet 
its own capped legal costs but that it should seek to have the fees paid as part of the Heads of Terms.  

 
Resolved:    
 
a. To appoint Martin Wilson of SJS Law and to agree to pay his fees, subject to a cap to be agreed.   
b. To ask Martin Wilson to look at the Parish Council’s position afresh.  
 

213. The Parish Council discussed the request for a meeting from the developer and Dr Lees.   
 

Resolved:  To ask the developer for an agenda for the meeting, together with copies of any relevant documents so 
that the Parish Council can review these in advance, and to prepare a list of questions for the meeting.   
 

214. The Parish Council discussed the proposed merger with Widdrington Surgery which Felton Surgery has announced.  
Cllrs Blagburn and Dickson reported on the discussions on the topic which took place at the Patient Participation 
Group Meeting.  The proposed merger was confirmed although when pressed for a date the practice advised that the 
merger was not yet set in stone but was the intention.  Dr Waite will be taken on as a partner.  Cllr Lings informed the 
Parish Council that Northumberland CCG has stated public participation will take place first.  It was noted that 
reception services are already shared between the practices since the start of the Covid pandemic, as have doctors 
and some resources.  The Patient Participation Group considered whether it should merge with its Widdrington 
counterpart but it was decided that this should not happen; the PPGs will continue to have separate meetings with 
an occasional joint meeting.  The membership of the Patient Participation Group is currently at five and it would be 
good to have some additional members, especially from out of the village.   
 

215. The Parish Council reviewed the draft letter to Dr Lees prepared by the Clerk.  
 

Resolved:  To send this, copied to the Patient Participation Group.  
 
[Cllr Sowter left the meeting] 

 
216. Recreation Lane – The new signs have arrived for the entrance to the Lane.  Cllr Lings and the Clerk will put these 

up.  
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217. The Parish Council discussed the article in the Bridge newsletter about Feltonbury’s plans to use the field behind 58-
60 Main Street.    

 
Resolved:  To ask for details of the proposals and what Covid arrangements will be in place. 

218. The Parish Council noted that the hedges along the north side of Recreation Lane had been cut by a resident using 
a tractor and hedge cutter.  This had not been notified to the Parish Council in advance.  There was concern about 
the health and safety implications and the use of heavy machinery on the Lane without permission or notice, 
especially given the Public Right of Way (Footpath) status of the Lane.   

 
Resolved:  To write to the land agent to advise that this action should not take place in future without permission and 
to express the concerns of the Parish Council. 
 

219. The Parish Council considered correspondence from the resident regarding his access. 
 
Resolved:  To respond to the resident that the Parish Council’s position is as previously stated, as no evidence has 
been provided of a current tenancy.  
 

220. The Parish Council discussed the damage done to the fence by contractors working on the site of the former Youth 
Club.  There has been cement wash over the boundary into Recreation Field.  There is also damage to the verges of 
Recreation Lane.  Several issues have been noted with deliveries blocking the Lane, which is a Public Right of Way 
(Footpath).   

 
Resolved:  To write to the owner of the site to raise the following points:  
- To require someone to be in charge of the sire site and of deliveries along the Lane; 
- To remind the owner of the need to work to the method plan submitted to NCC planning; 
- To ask for assurance that damage to the verge and fences will be made good;  
- To state that the Parish Council is seeking advice on the area affected by the cement wash due to the presence 

of Japanese Knotweed and that the Parish Council may require removal of the cement wash at the owner’s cost, 
subject to advice on the Japanese Knotweed.  

- To ask for assurance that nothing else will be tipped. 
 
221. The Parish Council noted that the boundaries on the north side of the former Youth Club site appear to have been 

moved.  
 

Resolved:  To notify the owner of the Pony Field. 
 
222. The Parish Council noted that activity is taking place at the rear of 26 Main Street which has the appearance of 

building works.  It is not known whether the activity involved access along Recreation Lane.   
 
[The Parish Council resolved to extend the meeting beyond the two hour limit set out in Standing Orders] 
 

Resolved:  To write to resident reminding them that they do not have permission from the Parish Council to access 
the rear of the property by vehicle. 

 
223. The Parish Council has been asked to have a meeting with the Planning Department of NCC regarding this access 

issue.   
 

Resolved:  To ask the purpose of the meeting. 
 

224. The Clerk will follow up on outstanding matters and chase for responses where required.   
 

 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 3:50pm.   

 
 

 


