LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING

	Meeting on:		5th May 2021
	Meeting at:		Zoom 813 4049 0007	
	Meeting time:		7:00 pm
Present: 	Cllrs: Allison Davies (AD,) Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Weldon (DW), 
	In attendance:		Clerk, I member of the public
The meeting opened at 7.03 p.m.	
1) Apologies for Absence – Cllr Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT)
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 20 below
a) [bookmark: _Hlk71709332]7 Harrogate Cottages Wind Turbine Consultation
b) Northumberland Sandstone Ridges & Vales – a Valued Landscape
3) [bookmark: _Hlk68515411]Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report-04/05/21. The information below reflects the Longframlington area from 1st April.  
Crimes reported – 1:	Domestic Related incident. 
Anti- Social Behaviour/Other incidents of note - 3
· Suspicious vehicle spotted by police on A697 in Longframlington on 300421. Vehicle pursued to Linden Hall and stopped. 1 arrest made. 
· 02/0521 – Complaint re dogs in Longframlington Park. Caller to police stating dogs were in park area with owners. PSPO currently in force to prevent dogs from being in the park. Information obtained and contact made with Northumberland Council Dog Wardens Ref – 101007151560. Further contact to be made by us with Dog Wardens. 
· 03/05/21 – Neighbourhood dispute, no wider community impact. 
Other Business
SHEEP WORRYING: A number of incidents have been brought to our attention regarding dogs being off leads and chasing sheep/wildlife – This is a national issue. We have been busy liaising with local farmers and targeting areas which are of concern and placing signage. A social media/press release has been done to educate visitors regarding the issue. More work is to be done by liaising with local Holiday letting companies. We are aiming to provide visitors with an information leaflet on arrival with some education around the issue.
LOCAL CORONAVIRUS RESTRICTIONS: As you will be aware there are current restrictions in our area to reduce the spread of coronavirus. Any reports received of breaches of guidelines are followed up and dealt with accordingly. Please report any breaches.
OP ACORN: This operation involved patrols of the national park areas. This has been ongoing since lockdown came into force as concerns have been raised by local residents regarding an increase in visitor numbers to the area. Concerns are that groups and youths are attending car parks in high numbers breaching lockdown restrictions. This work is in partnership with national parks/forestry commission. Obviously, this is not limited to the parks. 
OP BEACH WATCH: We have been conducting patrols around coastal areas after a massive increase in visitor numbers. Local Parish councils are being liaised with after concerns around parking/littering/camp fires etc. 
Russell Stalker cso4965 Alnwick and Rual Email address is 4965@northumbria.pnn.police.uk – if something is not urgent and you would like some advice please get in touch. Thank you
6) County Councillors Report. TT had tabled his apologies but had submitted a report. He had received a complaint from rural residents about poor broadband reception, since the increase in new houses at the North End of the Village. He had reported this to the Head of Planning, NCC. Despite making requests for action to Highways, he was very frustrated at the lack of action on the completion of the traffic calming measures on Rothbury Rd. The traffic cones, road work signage and diversion of traffic from the B6344 to Rothbury were exacerbating the situation. The date for the Longframlington Spring Clean was to be Saturday 29th May from 9.30 – 11.30 a.m. Volunteers to meet at the ‘bus shelter’ opposite Carr’s Corner. Cllr Thorne requested support from LPC for some serious pruning of trees on the Longframlington side of the Alnwick Fords. 
It was agreed to post information on the Spring Clean on Facebook.				                 Action: GA/AD
Members had already requested NCC to make arrangements tree pruning at Alnwick Fords on several occasions Clerk to remind TT of this.										  	   Action: Clerk
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the virtual meeting held on 7th April 2021 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such. (Proposed AD, Seconded DL, All on Favour).
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Traffic calming measures Rothbury Rd. The Clerk had written to Highways twice since the last meeting. No further progress has been made. Highways had been asked to provide a report for the PC meeting which had not been forthcoming. Clerk was asked to make a direct approach to Cllr Glenn Sanderson, Leader and Chair of Highways Committee outlining the situation and expressing the concern and disappointment of residents and of the PC.			   Action: Clerk
b) Response from NCC following report of Village Inspection.  The report had been sent to Highways which included a request
for repairs:
· to several severe potholes at the east end of Church Street that required immediate attention.
· to the very poor condition of footpaths throughout the village which were of major concern, with many tripping hazards. The footpaths around Rimside View were particularly in a very serious and dangerous condition.  
The Highways Inspector had contacted the Clerk to say that the footpath at Rimside View where the tree roots were causing the footpath to bulge and becoming a tripping hazard would be repaired. With respect to other footpaths in the village he suggested that the PC make direct contact with Graham Bucknall, Highways, to see whether there was any chance that this work may be scheduled within the Highways repair programme. Agreed.					   Action: Clerk
c) Election 6th May 2021.  The following had been validly nominated: APTHORPE Gillian; DAVIS Allison Ruth; FREMLIN Graham; HEGGIE Nicholas Maurice; LAKEY Diane; NELLESS Gillian; WELLDEN Dave. The election was not contested so the above would take up their new positions as Councillors for the Parish of Longframlington as of 10th May 2021.
d) Digital Meetings. The High Court had come down in favour of the Government’s decision to revert to face to face meetings after 6th May. The Annual Parish Council meeting had to take place between 10th & 24th May and it had been previously agreed that this takes place on 12th May. However, current Government Covid regulations meant that an indoor meeting, involving the public, could not take place on this date. On balance it was agreed that the safest way to carry out the Annual Meeting, to meet our obligations, was to meet outdoors on 12th May. 
e) Review Risk Assessments for Parish Council and Cemetery – Agreed that the Cemetery Risk Assessment be incorporated into the main LPC Risk Assessment. No other amendments were necessary.				   Action: Clerk
f) Village Hall boundary. The Clerk had written to the residents of 12 High Town regarding the boundary between the Village Hall land and 12 High Town, to confirm, following discussions with GF, that LPC had no objection to them reinstating the boundary to make a straight and even boundary. Also, that the PC required that the boundary be reinstated by erecting a fence with the planting of a hedge on the village hall side of the boundary. This work to be carried out at their cost with no contribution from LPC. Once reinstated, the Parish Council would have no vested interest or claim on any land on the 12 High Town side of the boundary.
g) Keep Britain Tidy Campaign. See Item 6 above
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended – DW & GF had meet with Cussins regarding the residential development at Lightpipe Farm. The developers appeared to be keeping to the original plan, possibly re-locating the public footpath to the rear of the houses as this would make the path more accessible and attractive to users. Cussins were wanting to place some of the gardens within the wooded area, which had encroached into the field on the western boundary of the development, but they would not remove any trees, only scrub. They had currently fenced off the footpath in a straight line rather than following its original course. They were asked that the footpath be made accessible to users. Currently archaeological investigations were ongoing and NCC would make their report in due course.
10) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of April 2021: Approved.
	05/04/2021
	Elsdon Memorials
	C & V Thompson memorial
	100.00

	07/04/2021
	NCC Ref 4619100
	Precept first half
	12000.00

	17/04/2021
	Bart Endean Ltd
	Memorial Fee Henry Whittle
	100.00

	22/04/2021
	Michael & Judith Laidler
	Purchase Burial Plots 301 & 302
	400.00

	22/04/2021
	HMRC 
	VAT reclaim payment
	1736.61

	
	
	Total
	14336.61


b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments: Approved.
	05/04/2021
	HMRC 
	PAYE (April)
	96.60

	08/04/2021
	G Rhodes -reimbursement
	PO Stamps 12 x1st 12x 2nd
	18.12

	14/04/2021
	NALC
	Subscription/Website fee/LCR
	374.69

	14/04/2021
	BHIB Insurance
	PC Insurance premium
	679.50

	15/04/2021
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	9.11

	30/04/2021
	Peter Basnett
	Internal Audit Fee
	220.00

	30/04/2021
	G Rhodes -reimbursement
	WHSmith x2 packs plastic wallets
	5.98

	01/05/2021
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	626.60

	01/05/2021
	HMRC
	PAYE (May)
	148.20

	
	
	Total
	2178.8


c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 1st May 2021. Approved
	Balance per bank statements as at 23 April 2021
	
	

	
	Community account
	
	73091.76

	
	Business Saver
	
	6104.32

	
	79196.08

	Less unpresented cheques
	17/03/2021
	A. Davies
	106.12
	

	
	05/04/2021
	SLCC
	130.00
	

	
	14/04/2021
	NALC
	374.69
	

	
	30/04/2021
	Peter Basnett
	220.00
	

	
	30/04/2021
	G Rhodes 
	5.98
	

	
	01/05/2021
	G Rhodes
	626.60
	

	
	01/05/2021
	HMRC
	148.20
	

	
	1611.59

	Uncredited Deposits 
	22/04/2021
	Laidler
	400.00
	

	
	
	
	
	400.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	77984.49

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	77984.49


e) Approval of Accounts to March 2020 – pre- Annual Return including JBC proportional. Approved.
	Longframlington Parish Council

	Annual Allocation of Income and Expenditure 2020 to 2021

	Allotment
	
	
	

	Allotment Receipts
	
	535.00 
	

	Allotment Expenditures
	
	-135.97 
	

	Net Income Less Expenditure
	
	
	399.03 

	Opening Bank/Cash On Hand
	50649.44 
	
	

	Precept
	21476.00 
	
	

	Total Precepted Income
	
	72125.44 
	

	Other income
	
	
	

	Interest
	2.78 
	
	

	Donations etc.
	70.00 
	
	

	Memorial Hall
	25.00 
	
	

	Capital Receipts
	7500.00 
	
	

	General
	0.00 
	
	

	VAT
	2710.79 
	
	

	Total Other income
	
	10308.57 
	

	Total All Income
	
	82434.01 
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	Admin Salary (NET)
	4041.48 
	
	

	PAYE
	891.60 
	
	

	Admin expenses
	86.90 
	
	

	Admin General
	2742.17 
	
	

	Total Administration Expenditure
	
	-7762.15 
	

	Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	
	

	Dog Walking Area &   Path
	592.00 
	
	

	Village Maintenance
	1541.64 
	
	

	Playground
	8598.29 
	
	

	Neighbourhood Plan
	10130.90 
	
	

	Sports Court
	125.99 
	
	

	Capital Spend
	0.00 
	
	

	Total Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	-20988.82 
	

	Grant Expenditure
	
	
	

	Grants given
	600.00 
	
	

	S.137
	0.00 
	
	

	Total Grants Payable
	
	-600.00 
	

	Total Other Expenditure
	
	-29350.97 
	

	Net Other Income less Expenditure
	
	
	53083.04 

	Total Council Income less Expenditure
	
	
	53482.07 

	Total Income
	 
	82969.01 
	 

	Total Expenditure
	
	-29486.94 
	 53482.07



	Joint Burial Authority - Longframlington & Brinkburn 2020 to 2021

	Income & Expenditure 2020/21
	
	

	Income
	
	
	 

	Precept
	2524.00 
	
	 

	Other Cemetery Income
	2856.00 
	
	 

	Total Cemetery Income
	
	5380.00 
	 

	Expenditure
	
	
	 

	Plaques
	51.00 
	
	 

	Maintenance
	1282.67 
	
	 

	Rates
	52.85 
	
	 

	Capital Purchases
	0.00 
	
	 

	Admin Expenses
	322.11 
	
	 

	Total Cemetery Expenditure
	
	1708.63 
	 

	Net Income less Expenditure
	
	3671.37 
	 

	 
	
	
	 

	Opening Bank/Cash on Hand
	
	8673.24 
	 

	Closing Bank/Cash on Hand
	
	12344.61 
	 

	

	LPC at 31.03.2020
	 
	53482.07 
	 

	JBC at 31.03.2020
	
	12344.61 
	 65826.68

	Balance Per Cash Book
	
	
	 65826.68



f) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2020/2
i. To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor. The Internal Audit had been completed and in the opinion of the Internal Auditor presented fairly the accounts of the Parish Council for the financial year ended 31 March 2021.
ii. To approve 2020/21 – Statement of Control. Approved.
iii. To approve Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement. 
(1) Appendix 2a - LPC Accounts Restated – Approved.
(2) [bookmark: _Hlk71709041]Appendix 2b - Section 1 Annual Governance Statement – Approved and duly signed by Chair and Clerk/RFO
iv. [bookmark: _Hlk70933772]To approve Section 2 - Accounting Statement; Explanation of Variances; Final End of Year Bank Reconciliation to be submitted with AGAR. 
(1) Appendix 3a – Explanation of Variances.  Approved.
(2) Appendix 3b - Final End of Year Bank Reconciliation to be submitted with AGAR. Approved.
(3) Appendix 3c - Section 2 - Accounting Statement – Approved and duly signed by Chair and Clerk/RFO
v. To agree the period for the exercise of public rights. Dates as recommended by External Auditor commencing Monday 14 June and ending on Friday 23 July 2021 was approved. Notice to posted Sunday 13th June 2021.	   Action: Clerk
g) VAT Return 2020-21. Claim had been submitted and paid = £1736.61.
11) Village Activities. Toddler group were now meeting informally on the Green on Wednesday mornings.
12) Allotments
a) Management. The allotments were generally in the best shape they had been for many years.
b) Maintenance including:
i. Wooden gate at the entrance to plot 2 was to be purchased from a local sawmill for under £100 and to be fitted by Gavin Christie.
13) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Actions following previous sports courts and playground inspection including:
i. Stanchion in sportscourt. Work completed
ii. Chippings around mini-slide. AD to set a time and date for councillors to undertake this work.		      Action: AD
b) Inspection report in preparation for RoSPA Annual Inspection June. GF reported that the play area was in reasonable condition but that there were a number of areas including around the big slide, the gym equipment and basket swing where the matting was becoming exposed. Agreed to wait for the recommendations from the RoSPA inspection on this.
c) Requirement and arrangement for weekly sports courts and playground inspection and logging in Minutes to meet insurance requirements and national safety standards. It was now a requirement that playgrounds be inspected on a weekly basis. Chair & Clerk had discussed this matter and recommended that this becomes part of the clerk’s duties. Clerk would produce a monitoring record to streamline the process, which was expected to take up to 30 mins per week. Agreed. Clerk’s job description to be amended.							   Action: Clerk
d) [bookmark: _Hlk71813140]Line Marking in the Sportscourt was in need of repainting. Agreed to purchase the line marking machine and paint. Work to be undertaken by GF. 								        	        Action: GF
e) Quotations for repairs to Tank Turn. Still awaiting quotations from local contractors. Agreed to obtain quotes from major contractors further afield and to contact Gilbert Birdsall Ltd for advice.				        Action: GF
f) Memorial Seat – Yvonne Scanlon. GF to follow up.						        Action: GF
g) Use of Playing Field for commercial organised activity and trading:
i. Agree procedures and notifications. The Council were increasingly receiving requests for the use of the tank turn and playing field for street trading and personal fitness training etc. It was agreed to produce guidance for businesses on the PC’s requirements to trade and operate, for consideration at the next meeting.	It was agreed that there would currently be no charge for businesses to operate. (Proposed GF, Seconded DW, All in Favour).	               Action Clerk/GF
ii. The following applications from street traders to trade on the Tank Turn were considered and approved:
1. Mivesi Indian Street Food. Permission to trade every 3rd Thursday of the month from June onwards. 3.00 p.m.- 8.00 p.m.
2. Dou_h & Co. Permission to trade every last Thursday of the month. 4.30 p.m.- 8.00 p.m.
3. Heavenly Scrumptious Ices. Permission to trade every last Saturday of the month between the hours of 11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.
14)  Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position

	[bookmark: _Hlk66190150]20/02916/FUL
	Land South East of Christmas Farm 
	Registered. New plans had been accepted and approval expected.
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	21/00076/FUL
	The Tealing 
	Permitted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	21/01086/VARYCO
	North End Farm
	Application. 
	LPC OBJECT to this application on the grounds of Health and Safety.
Condition 15 (highway works) on approved application 16/00745/FUL was put in place to ensure the safety of residents who would need to walk on the C106 to access the village and any of its services, the reason stated in the planning permission as 'Reason: In the interests of highway safety, in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework.'
The C106 was recognised at this time as being extremely hazardous for pedestrians and since that time the increased use of the Alnwick Ford equestrian centre and the Atheys Moor airfield along with the construction of St. Laurence Court (10 houses) and the Paddock (4 Houses) has increased traffic volumes exponentially. The current building works at land south of Lightpipe (40 houses) and land north of Fairfields (87 houses) will also increase the HGV traffic volumes so that Condition 15 is even more relevant and important.
To our knowledge there is no valid building or planning reason to support this application and the Safety of Residents should not be compromised to assist developers cash flow or other financial requirements.

	21/00332/VARYCO
	Fram Park 
	Permitted with conditions: that can only be occupied for holiday purposes.
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	21/00512/VARYCO
	Land East of Granby Inn 
	Permitted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	21/01136/FUL
	Land South of Embleton Hall Behind Front Street 
	Application
	Registered

	21/01394/PRUTPO
	Braeholm Front Street 
	Application
	No Objection subject to the approval of the NCC's Tree Preservation Officer

	21/01370/FUL
	Land Adjacent to St Laurence Court Footpath 
	Application
	LPC council OBJECT to this application for the following reasons: -
This site is deceptively named whether intentionally or not as it is not adjacent to St Laurence Court footpath but is in open farmland on the opposite side of the A697.
Highway Access: - The original access gate to this field has been redundant, overgrown and impossible to use for many years and the proposed access would have limited visibility as it is between the brow of the hill and the sharp bend by the chapel. This part of the road, although designated as a 30mph has high numbers of speeding traffic as vehicles enter and leave the village. The proposed access does not include footpaths and as it is also intended as an access to a new field gate, would appear to be inadequate to accommodate large agricultural vehicles and equipment, which would possibly have to use both lanes of the A697 to enter the site and would also endanger residents who are on foot.
Noise: - St. Laurence Court on the other side of the A697 while situated further from the road than the proposed houses has large earthworks between the homes and the road. This was required by Public Protection due to the high levels of traffic noise generated on the A697.  It would be expected that the same conditions would be required for this development rendering the proposed access impossible.
Visual Impact: - The building of four two storey houses would have a major impact on the entrance to the village changing the appearance from rural to urban and also completely obscuring the Chapel which is a focal point. A previous application for housing on the nearby C106 was refused at planning committee and at the subsequent appeal, because of the visual impact on the view of the village approaching the A697 from the north. This proposed development would have an even greater damaging effect.
Village Boundary: - The site is outside of the proposed village boundary in both the Northumberland Local Plan (NLP) and the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan (LNP). Both of these plans should now carry some weight as they move through the stages to becoming “made”, with the LNP having completed its Regulation 14 consultation and the NLP being at the inspection stage.
Flooding: - This site is part of a larger field that has significant flooding issues to the extent that whenever there is heavy rain the water pours off the field and causes flooding of the cemetery and the A697. This flooding has been reported many times and should be a matter of record with NCC highways.
Housing Need: - The village has seen high levels of development in recent years with upwards of 260 houses either built or with planning permission. This equates to over 500% of the housing need for the area, as evidenced in the NLP for the life of the plan. 



15) Cemetery/JBC issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. Purchase of Burial Plots 301 & 302- Michael & Judith Laidler Delegated Powers Decision – 22/04/2021 (Paid in Full) Approved: GF/GN/Clerk
b) [bookmark: _Hlk70763065]Memorial applications. Henry Whittle Memorial Application - Delegated Powers Decision – 19/04/2021 (Paid in Full) Approved: GF/GN/Clerk
c) Cemetery Extension. GF to follow up consecration over proceeding months.				        Action: GF
16) Matters agreed under Delegated Powers
a) Personalised Fitness session on the King George V Playing Field. Request to run Personalised Fitness Sessions on the King George V Playing Field was approved by delegated powers - GF/AD/Clerk on 22nd April 2020 with the following conditions:
i) During good weather when the field is dry, sessions to be conducted on the grassed area, west of the Tank Turn parking area.
ii) If the weather is such that the grassed area is unfit to practice, then a portion of the concreted tank turn area can be used but must be cordoned off (bollards or vehicles could be used do this), keeping the practice area away from potential vehicles entering onto the tank turn. There should be adequate space left for potential car parking users.
iii) Sessions to be restricted to the current times which is understood to be 7.00 - 10.00 a.m. on Saturday mornings.  Any changes or additions to these times must be negotiated with the Parish Clerk in advance 
iv) Sessions will not be permitted on the Tank Turn parking area during expected busy periods.
17) Action Plan – May 2021
a) Annual General Meeting. Elect chairman
b) Agree roles and responsibilities for clerk and councillors 
c) Annual Village Meeting – postponed until May 2022
d) FramNews Report – DW to write to include information on:
i. Planning applications
ii. Rothbury Road Traffic Calming Measures
iii. Longframlington Election Results
iv. Footpath repairs
v. [bookmark: _Hlk71815162]Outcome of AGM and postponement of Annual Village Meeting until May 2022			      Action: DW
e) Japanese Knotweed – inspect known areas:  Churchyard -DW, A697 – GF			                 Action: DW/GF
Main Issues 
18) Neighbourhood Plan. Regulation 14 consultation ended at the end of April. The consultant was considering all the feedback and to make response by 14th May 2021. NCC had produced a detailed response to assist in making the plan acceptable. Any major changes would need to be agreed by the full Parish Council. Agreed this could be done via email but if necessary, an extraordinary meeting of the council could be convened. Once accepted, NCC will then embark upon their own 8-week consultation.									       		       Action: AD
19) Northumberland Respect Campaign:  The campaign had been introduced, to ask everyone to respect our countryside and towns, as the lockdown eased. Agreed to share this information on Facebook.			                 Action: AD/GA
20) Any Urgent Business - To hear any other urgent matters councillors have raised in 2 above. 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk72759257]7 Harrogate Cottages Wind Turbine Consultation. Received request from the consultant for comments to this pre-application. Members were asked to access details and bring individual comments to the next PC meeting.	        Action: All 
b) [bookmark: _Hlk72759285]Northumberland Sandstone Ridges & Vales – a Valued Landscape. The Newcastle & Northumberland Society had commissioned this study to gain recognition of the area as a valued landscape, which with other benefits could be helpful in helping in the control of new development in the area e.g. windfarms. There were small areas of land in Longframlington Parish which may be able to be included in the study. GF to prepare briefing for members to consider. LPC response would need to be submitted before the next meeting and it was agreed that consultation and decision by the full council would be undertaken online. Clerk to provide GF with briefing paper produced for other PCs in the area.	      Action: GF/ALL/Clerk
21) Date and Venue of Parish Council Annual General Meeting.  Wednesday 12th May 2021 in the Car Park, Memorial Hall 
22) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 9th June 2021. Venue to be agreed when further clarity is available regarding digital and face to face meetings

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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