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HUMSHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL
Bi-Monthly Parish Council Meeting

7PM on THURSDAY, 11 MARCH 2021

MINUTES
Humshaugh Parish Council Minutes

PRESENT
Councillors:

APOLOGIES:

IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr Rupert Gibson (Chair), Cllr Ian Batey, Cllr Geoff Elliott, Cllr Kirsten Francis, Cllr
Mark Stephens

Cllr Davey Harrison

Helyn Douglas (Clerk), Herbie Newell (resident)

PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

There were no issues raised.

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies are listed above.  During this Covid-19 lockdown the Chair has given permission for

absence to any Councillors not able to join these online meetings.

2 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Click here to check individual Declarations of Interest for Humshaugh Parish Councillors

There were no interests declared.

3 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING - 21 JANUARY 2021

The minutes were agreed as an accurate record; these will be signed at a later date.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)

4.1 LTP update to residents’ group
The Chair reported that this was discussed at the recent Tynedale Local Area Council - along with an
extra paper provided by the residents' group, and data provided from a camera that has been in
place at the Chollerford Road since July 2020.  The County Council did not feel that there was an
issue with speeding on the road, and that the other measures suggested were impractical or too
expensive.  The residents did not agree with this outcome.

The Chair has spoken informally to Neil Snowdon (Highways Improvement Team, NCC) about the
possibility of fitting a speed warning sign on that road, but was advised that option would require
scheduled monument consent.  The Chair feels there is nothing more he can do at this point.

4.2 Precept request
The Clerk confirmed that the precept form has been submitted.

Minutes signed by Chair
Humshaugh Parish Council

Date approved
Minutes of meeting 11 March  2021

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/humshaugh/documents/minutes
http://committee.northumberland.gov.uk/ParishCouncils/ParishCouncil.aspx?pcID=224
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13H_7GS_reK2dUqRTQaKUd7o55XShKbatNjDzqUs67hE/edit?usp=sharing


Page | 2 of 6

5 PLANNING

5.1 Humshaugh Skateboard Park - 20/04409/FUL
Although this came in too late to be included on the agenda the Clerk advised that a planning
application has been received for the installation of a 40m timber aerial runway on Humshaugh
Playing Field (that is, the zip wire).  Councillors are very happy to give their support to this (a
response is required by 31 March).

ACTION: CLERK

6 FINANCES

6.1 Bank Statements & Budget Monitoring
The statements are available for review, along with the budget monitoring.  The usual payments
were made for salary to the Clerk, as well as payment for the Christmas Tree of £85, £50
reimbursement to Cllr G Elliott for fitting of the new wheelie bin, and various office expenses.

6.2 Advance Payments for 2021/22
The Clerk presented a list of regular payments that are expected next year (such as insurance,
membership, and maintenance fees); this list was agreed.

6.3 Salary costs 2021/22 - SCP 7 £20,092 4 hours pro rata
The salary costs remain the same for 2021/22 as for the current year; this figure was agreed.

6.4 Donations
Cricket Club
The donation to Humshaugh Cricket Club has been paid.

Playing Fields Trust (further request)
Members are aware that there has been some misunderstanding over this request so the Clerk
outlined the process to date.  The original request was for a one-off donation of £2000, and the
Clerk had understood this was to include the two annual amounts of £500 (that had previously gone
unclaimed for 19/20 and 20/21).  The two annual amounts (making £1000), plus an additional
£1000 to make up the value to £2k had therefore been paid and the Clerk understood this was the
end of the donation.

However the Playing Field Trust has asked for an additional £1000, and maintained that the two
annual amounts were in addition to this one-off donation request.

Councillors agreed to the request from the Playing Fields Trust of £3000 in total.  They also agreed
that the earlier payment of £1000, for the two annual amounts of £500 for 19/20 and 20/21, were
to be considered as separate from this latest request. Therefore a balance of £2000 is left to be
paid; this is a one-off donation for the improvements to the playing field.

ACTION: CLERK

6.5 New wheelie bin and seat
Wheelie Bin
The new bin is now in place, with many thanks to Northumberland County Council for their support
with this.  Cllr G Elliott noted that one or two people had complained about the location; however
the exact position had been advised by NCC as this was the only suitable place to put it without
encroaching on road.

Seat
Cllr G Elliott noted that the proposed location for the seat is not quite level but that the
Groundsman will sort this out.  Fitting is expected to be done shortly.

6.6 New Tractor Mower purchase
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Since the last meeting the mower had been sent in for servicing, and Cllr G Elliott had entered into a
negotiation on a replacement.  Thomas Sherriff & Co. had offered a discounted deal on a new
tractor-mower, and if the order was placed in February this would avoid the need to pay for the
servicing.  The Clerk had circulated the quote around the Councillors who had all agreed to the
proceed with the order.

An order was therefore placed for an X940 Signature Series Tractor (9540M).  With the discount and
trade-in, the balance to pay is £7,700.  This includes DVLA registration, mulch kit and attachment,
transfer of the beacon to the new machine, and also sharing the cost of the first service for the new
machine in a year’s time.  The existing machine is now in storage with T Sherriff.  The new
tractor-mower is due for delivery between 18 - 22 March.

The insurance for the mower is due on 22 March.  Councillors agreed that if the new mower does
not arrive by 22 then the Clerk should renew the insurance on the existing mower and then make
the necessary amendments for the new mower.  The price for the renewal on the existing mower is
£291.20.  There may be an additional charge if the new mower is of a higher value, but there will be
no admin charges for changing the policy.

ACTION: CLERK

7 BUSINESS

7.1 Dog Fouling
Cllr K Francis has met with Humshaugh First School and visited the woodland walk where the 'Forest
School' is held.  She was totally shocked by the amount of dog waste left at the site, much of it in
bags but then just left.  A volunteer had collected 40 bags from one particular part of the site. The
other Councillors were in total agreement that this is unacceptable, particularly now that there are
three bins available in the village.

Signs had been put up, but appear to have been taken down.  Councillors feel that another mail out
is called for and instructed the Clerk to draft a letter with a view to having c200 printed, costs to be
advised.

Councillors hope this will have the desired effect, but if not Councillors are committed to taking
further steps, such as placing cameras in the area. This situation will be kept under review and
discussed at future meetings.

ACTION: CLERK

7.2 Speed warning signs further maintenance
Cllr G Elliott reported that one of the speed warning signs that had recently been serviced was not
working, and had not worked despite being serviced. Also, the on/off switch had fallen off the
other unit.  The Councillors are aware that there is a potential call out charge of £346.40 or more for
any work carried out, and agreed to authorise the Clerk to call out an engineer.

ACTION: CLERK

7.3 Snow Clearance
Cllr G Elliott reported that the Groundsman had carried out some ad hoc snow clearing of
pavements and roads in the village during the winter, at a cost of c£250.  This is in line with the
earlier arrangements and Councillors agreed to pay this.

Cllr G Elliott has also received a request from residents at Park Terrace and East Farm for snow
clearance.  The Parish Council agreed to extend the Groundsman’s remit to include both Park
Terrace and East Farm in future should it be needed.

ACTION: CLERK

7.4 Grassed area at Village Hall
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Cllr G Elliott explained that additional work will be required to maintain the grassed area outside
the Village Hall (additional sand and seed will be needed).  The Parish Council agreed to authorise
the Groundsman to undertake this work at an estimated cost of £60-£100 for materials.

ACTION: CLLR G ELLIOTT

7.5 Elections - nomination forms, deadlines, process
The date for the Parish Council elections has been confirmed as 06 May 2021.  The County Council
has kindly put together some guidance notes and the Parish Clerk will shortly circulate that and the
nomination forms.

As a number of Councillors are standing down this year it will be important to get the message out
as widely as possible to encourage people to put their name forward.  As well as sending the
nomination forms to those Councillors who wish to stand again, Mr H Newell agreed to include an
update in the Village Notes, and the Clerk will also send a copy to the Village Shop.  Anyone
interested is encouraged to apply to stand.

ACTION: CLERK

7.6 May meetings - dates, venue, agenda
The timing of the election might require the date of the May meetings to be rescheduled.  This
specifically affects the Annual Parish Council meeting and the regular Bi-monthly Parish Council
meeting.  As the Annual Parish (public) meeting would normally also be held on the same day this is
also subject to change.  The Annual Parish meeting must take place by 01 June 2021, and must be
held ‘in-person’ (as the emergency legislation allowing remote meetings, and giving dispensation
not to hold an annual parish meeting, will have run out by then).

The Clerk explained that if the election is contested then the formal results are likely to be
announced no earlier than Monday, 10 May.  As the meeting summons can only be sent out after
this has been done, and five clear working days are required in between, the earliest date that the
meeting could be held is Tuesday, 18 May.  The Councillors provisionally agreed to Thursday, 27 May
as the meeting date (depending on the availability of the new Council).  The Clerk is to enquire
about the availability of the Village Hall, and to check if the meeting can be held earlier if the
election is not contested.

ACTION: CLERK

7.7 Northumberland National Park Authority Parish reps sought
Humshaugh Parish Council is one of those able to nominate a representative to sit on the
Northumberland National Park Authority.  Those interested would be subject to an election process.
Cllr K Francis has served as a representative in the past and confirmed that this is a rewarding and
enjoyable role, but does require at least a couple of days’ time each month.  None of the Councillors
present felt they had the time to apply.  Nominations do not close until 27 May so there will be time
to review this after the Parish Council elections; the Clerk will forward on the information to any
newly appointed Councillors.

ACTION: CLERK

8 REPORTS & UPDATES from Councillors

8.1 Humshaugh Net Zero
Cllr K Francis reported that the group is making good progress.  A lot of work has been gone in to
producing an energy report that will be published shortly.  This will set out possible ways that the
village could reduce its energy footprint.  It will include identification of land that could be used for
specific activities (such as wind, solar or hydro energy generation).  Cllr Francis wanted to be clear
that these are speculative plans identifying possible opportunities, and this is not an action plan.
Any landowners or other parties will be given advance notification if their property is identified in
the report.
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Another strand of work involves giving practical advice to homeowners on how they can improve
the energy performance rating of their property.

The Chair is aware that a new form of photo-voltaic cells that can be rolled out is due to be
produced in Sunderland.  These can be installed on many more surfaces than traditional PV cells
and are much cheaper to manufacture and fit.

8.2 No Smoking signs at Bus Shelter
Cllr K Francis reported that the ‘no smoking’ signs at the bus shelter have worn out / fallen down.
Councillors agreed to purchase new ones.  Cllr Francis will arrange for these to be fitted to the
notice board planned for the bus stop.

ACTION: CLERK / CLLR K FRANCIS

8.3 Development on land next to Village Hall
Cllr G Elliott had received an update from the landowners explaining that they had submitted a
pre-planning enquiry and as a result would be making a few amendments to the plans before
submitting them formally.  If approved this would allow work on the site to progress and the
unsightly green boarding to come down sooner.

9 CONSULTATIONS

9.1 Northumberland Communities Together: Feeling Connected survey
This was noted.

10 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)

10.1 Leazes Head & Heatheridge Farm - tree planting
This consultation came in during February and required an urgent response by 19 February.  The
Chair had therefore circulated this information by email.  Working with the Forestry Commission,
the landowner of both sites was looking to plant hedgerows and block woodland.  All proposed
species will be native varieties.  Councillors had all expressed their wholehearted support for this
activity.

10.2 Community testing for key workers
In addition to testing for those with symptoms, the County Council now has ‘community testing’ for
key workers who are asymptomatic.

10.3 Bogus Police phone calls and related scams
Northumbria Police is seeing a rising number of fraudsters cold calling people.  These fraudsters
pretend to be from a Bank, the Police, HMRC, or another organisation and give information
designed to cause worry (such as a problem with the security of your bank account).  If you receive
such a call please terminate the call immediately and report this to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040
or www.actionfraud.police.uk

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

11.1 Traffic calming measures for the First School
The Chair has just received plans from the County Council for the speed calming measures at the
First School - there are three options to choose from. That information will be circulated as soon as
possible.

ACTION: CLERK

11.2 Broken Gate at Horton Lane
Cllr I Batey asked for clarification of what was happening as regards contacting the owner to get the
gate fixed.  Tim Fish (Countryside Officer at NCC) was contacted and had asked for a specific
location, and Cllr Batey had provided a map.  The Clerk forwarded a copy of the email to the Chair
who will look in to this.

ACTION: CLERK / CLLR R GIBSON
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11.3 Thank You to exiting Councillors
The Chair gave his thanks to those Councillors who are standing down at the next election: Cllr G
Elliott, Cllr M Stephens and Cllr K Francis.  They have all served on the Parish Council diligently and
enthusiastically for many years, their contribution will be missed.

12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
Provisionally: Thursday, 27 May 2021

6pm - Annual Parish (public) meeting
7pm - Annual Parish Council meeting
7.30pm - Bi-monthly Parish Council meeting

Close of meeting at 8.20pm
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