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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 04 NOVEMBER 2021

Longhirst Village Hall
Agendas are also available online

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates, Cllr Glen Fahy, Cllr Peter Lovering, Cllr Chris Marr, Cllr
Jon Mills, Cllr Janet Quinn, Cllr Richard Tordoff

APOLOGIES: Cllr Jon Mills, Cllr Richard Tordoff, Cllr D Towns (NCC)

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), Cllr David Towns (NCC) online, 2x residents

A Northumberland County Council Deputy Leader, Cllr Richard Wearmouth

The Chair welcomed Northumberland County Council’s Deputy Leader, Cllr
Richard Wearmouth, to tonight’s meeting.

Cllr Wearmouth explained that the Leader of the County Council had given an
undertaking that all Town and Parish Councils would be offered a visit by one of
the Cabinet members.  He thanked the Parish Council for his invitation and is
looking forward to tonight’s discussion.

The Chair would like to highlight issues of importance to the Parish and where he
believes that County Council support would be useful and welcomed.

i) Election costs
Before moving on to the main points, the Chair began by asking if there was any
update on the recharge costs for the recent elections.  The election was in May
but the Parish Council still does not know the costs nor when these will be
invoiced.  Without this information it will be difficult for the Parish Council to
accurately set its Precept for next year.

Cllr Wearmouth apologised for this and stated that he was aware other Parishes
had raised this issue before.  He will take this matter up with the relevant officers
and get back to us as soon as he can.

ACTION: CLLR R WEARMOUTH

ii) Ashington Road
The Chair outlined the flooding issues on a specific stretch of this road, with
photographic evidence.  The problems have steadily increased since UK Coal
closed the Potland Open-Cast site.  With heavy rain or meltwater, and particularly
during winter months, water overflows and the road is often impassable.  On one
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occasion motorists were stranded in the middle of the flood water and had to be
rescued by the emergency services.

Martin King, Highways Delivery Area Manager for Northumberland County
Council, has previously visited the site with Parish Council representatives to
review the problem.  The Parish Council thought they had an understanding that
the Highways Dept had offered to put in drainage pipes under the road from left
to right, and to raise the level of that section of road, but this offer was later
rescinded.

The land on either side of the road is now owned by Advance Northumberland
and the then Chief Executive, Ken Dunbar, has also visited the site (along with
Martin King).  NCC Highways initially cleared the ditches as a temporary fix (the
work was paid for by Advance) but those are blocked again now.  It was the Parish
Council’s understanding that Advance had then offered to pay a substantial cost
towards the suggested drainage and road improvement works, but again nothing
has happened.

We fully expect the road to be flooded again this winter and the Parish Council is
very anxious to get this matter sorted as soon as possible.

Cllr Wearmouth is familiar with the issue and was surprised it has not yet been
sorted.  He is also aware that farmland nearby has been affected by rising water
levels and he suspects there is a wider underlying cause.  One option might be to
look into the possibility of using funding from British Volt set aside for ecological
improvements.  He will check into this and any other options and has asked to be
invited back to the Parish Council meeting in January to give an update.

ACTION: CLLR R WEARMOUTH

iii) Longhirst Hall / Micklewood Close - Access to the village
The issues around access to and from Longhirst Hall are complex.  The Chair
explained that Micklewood Close has been a private estate for some time;
Longhirst Hall is also now privately owned, the last apartment having recently
been sold.  (There are representatives from both Residents’ Associations present
tonight.)

Dairy Lane runs down the side of the Longhirst Hall grounds and exits onto the
main road of the village.  On the other side of Dairy Lane, in a field opposite
Longhirst Hall, there are currently two new properties being built, with the
possibility for one or two more, and these also require access.

When Micklewood Close residents first moved in they were provided with
unofficial access to Diary Lane via the grounds of Longhirst Hall but this was
blocked off for health and safety reasons when the Longhirst Hall development
started.

Longhirst Hall residents were recently provided with a gate (opened by an
electronic key fob) allowing them access through the boundary wall and on to
Dairy Lane.  The developer had promised to provide a path and gate for
Micklewood residents to access Dairy Lane, but has recently rescinded this offer.
Micklewood Close residents can currently access the lane via a temporary hole in
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the boundary wall that is there during the construction phase of the houses in the
field opposite.

The boundary wall is Grade II listed and is due to be reinstated (in March 2022),
effectively cutting off access for Micklewood Close residents.  The written
agreements regarding the path are unclear.  The path is not part of the planning
application for Micklewood Close, but it is referenced in the planning application
for the subsequent houses in the field on the other side of Dairy Lane.

The original developer was Dere Street Homes (and NCC Cllr D Towns has had to
declare an interest in matters concerning this company).   Responsibility for the
new footpath for Micklewood Close residents has apparently been passed to the
developer of the new properties in the field opposite.  The full nature of that legal
agreement between the two companies is not known.  Although the management
company is the same for both existing developments, it views each as a separate
gated community and neither has access to the other.

Cllr Wearmouth suggested the following solutions:

● Check if the path and gate access are indeed in a planning application.   If
the path is mentioned in the subsequent planning application then
enforcement action by NCC should be possible.

● Micklewood residents should check their title deeds for any mention of the
path.  Failing that they should check for any written communication from
the developers that mention the access.  Both Residents’ Associations
could also check their agreement with their management company as it
may be that the grounds are shared.  If so, then the residents could take
the developer to court (but this would be a civil matter and NCC could not
offer any support).

● A letter from NCC and/or the local MP might be useful.

● He suggested that it might be more practical for the two Residents’
Associations to meet and agree access for Micklewood Close residents via
Longhirst Hall, if both parties were amenable to such an informal
arrangement.

iv) Dairy Lane
Cllr P Lovering raised a related concern about the new Diary Lane properties on
the field opposite Longhirst Hall.  In 2014 planning permission was granted for
two properties facing East-West on the plot.  Construction access was granted
through a temporary hole in the boundary wall in 2016.

Then in 2018, planning permission was given for two further dwellings on that
field, one behind the other creating an L-shape on the plot.  It appeared that the
second request was dealt with separately with no regard to the fact that two
houses had already been given permission on that site.  Mr Lovering made a
complaint to NCC about this and did receive back a letter of apology stating the
process had not been handled properly.
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Cllr Wearmouth stated that unfortunately once a planning decision has been made
it cannot be undone, even if the process has been done badly.   Mr Lovering
accepted that but is concerned that the temporary hole in the wall for
construction traffic will become a permanent feature.

Cllr P Lovering will produce a brief note of the relevant information from the
planning applications as it relates to the Longhirst Hall boundary wall for Cllr R
Wearmouth.

ACTION: CLLR P LOVERING

The Chair asked if a nominated officer from the Planning Dept could be allocated
to support the Parish Council to help us negotiate these interrelated problems.
Cllr Wearmouth agreed to look into that.

ACTION: CLLR R WEARMOUTH

v) Longhirst Hall - parkland
The Parish Councillors are concerned that the parkland at Longhirst Hall might be
used for building further properties.  The landowner has already taken out the
bridge over the ha-ha preventing Longhirst Hall residents accessing the old cricket
pitch.  Five years ago planning permission was given to convert the cricket pavilion
into a residential property.  Members were very surprised that permission was
granted, and fear that now a precedent has been set and the landowner may want
to sell off other plots for houses.

Cllrs felt there should have been protection from such inappropriate development
under the Castle Morpeth District Local Plan, through the designation of Longhirst
parkland as being of ‘high landscape value’.

Cllr Wearmouth’s opinion is that HLV does not necessarily carry much weight in
reality.  He believes this land is now legally defined as green belt under the new
NCC Local Plan (due to be adopted in the next couple of months), and in that case
planning permission would be highly unlikely.  Under the previous version of the
Local Plan green belt was very loosely defined but the new plan has rectified that.

vi) Millennium Wood and Wildlife Project
This woodland was purchased using funds raised by the Parish and handed to the
Woodland Trust to be managed.  This is the most northerly wood the Trust
manages and it might be amenable to passing this back to the Parish.

Councillors would also be interested in expanding wooded areas, for example by
purchasing the land adjacent to it, known as Domino’s Field.  (A planning
application for development on the site has recently been rejected, mainly due to
it being in the green belt.)  The field itself is 2.6 acres and the Parish Council
wondered if there was any support available from NCC to help with the purchase
of that.

Also the Parish Council has wider plans for carrying out a Wildlife Project across
the entire parish, working with various woodland owners, local farmers, and
involving all residents.  This would encompass a wide range of activities from the
small-scale up to more strategic aims.

Cllr Wearmouth suggested checking if there is still an option on that field, and
when that expires.  NCC would not normally purchase land without a specific
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purpose, but there might be ways to consider some support if there are synergies
between the wider County Council aims for improving biodiversity, rewilding, tree
planting, etc and those of the Parish Council (particularly if there was any ability to
generate a revenue stream from this).  He could not give a definitive answer at this
time but it may be something that could be revisited in the future.

vii) Potland Park
Cllr G Fahy raised his concerns that neither the original rights of way, nor the new
ones, have yet been opened up, despite it being five years since UK Coal left the
site.  A barbed wire fence has been erected across the middle of the site; despite
Strutt & Parker acknowledging this is a mistake it has not been removed some 18
months on from the initial complaint.

The Parish Council feels that the site reopening is not being handled in a timely
manner and that there appears to be no sense of urgency to bring the site back
into use as a public amenity.  Cllr Wearmouth will check the management plan for
the site and report back.

ACTION: CLLR R WEARMOUTH

B PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

i) Anaerobic Digester
A resident asked if there was any update on North East Grains’ plans for operating
the anaerobic digester.  This item will be discussed further on in the agenda and
the resident was happy to wait.

C Update from Northumbria Police

A written update has been provided, with no incidents to report at that time.
However, since then there have been two incidents of items being taken from
unlocked cars.

D NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS

Cllr Towns reported that a speeding survey has been undertaken by Northumbria
Police, but the results did not meet the criteria for any further action.  This item is
on the agenda and will be discussed further.

E RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:

Longhirst Colliery
Norah Dryden was not able to attend tonight, and had passed on no issues to
raise.

Micklewood
All items have already been covered by the discussion with Cllr Wearmouth.

Longhirst Hall
All items have already been covered by the discussion with Cllr Wearmouth.

1 APOLOGIES

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests declared.
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3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 02 SEPTEMBER 2021
The minutes were agreed to be accurate and were signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)
4.1 Photos of Councillors for website

Cllr J Mills has provided a photo and Cllr R Tordoff will have his photo taken at
the meeting tonight.  Cllr J Quinn would prefer not to post a photo online and this
was agreed.

4.2 Bank mandate and fraud check
The mandate has been submitted but the Clerk has not heard back if this has
been actioned yet.

Separately the bank has asked for verification of the Clerk’s ID and confirmation
of the Parish Council’s activities as part of a national fraud check campaign.
Unfortunately this process is online and via smart phone and failed for technical
reasons.  The Clerk is in discussions with the bank about how to proceed.

4.3 Rights of Way survey maps
Cllr Mills was commended for his excellent work in producing this map and the
Clerk confirmed that a copy is now on the Parish Council website.  Cllr Mills has
since updated the map and will send on that revised copy to replace it.

Cllr Quinn asked to include a copy on the back of the Longhirst Leader.  The
Chair felt this was easy to do for the electronic version, but there may be some
practical issues around the printed version.

ACTION: CLLR J QUINN
4.4 Local Transport Plan 2022/23

The request has been submitted.

4.5 Donation - St John’s Church
The donation to the Church for grounds maintenance of the Churchyard has
been processed.

4.6 NCC Climate Change Emergency request
The reply has been submitted.

5 BUSINESS
For the following items please refer to the Three Year Rolling Strategic Plan

5.1 Communications
There were no items for discussion at this time.

5.2 Access to green spaces
5.2.1 Longhirst Wildlife Project

The Chair reported that the Wildlife Project group has held its first meeting with
all of those who had expressed an interest.  It has agreed a set of principles and
these will be published in the next edition of the Longhirst Leader.  The group will
also issue it’s own newsletter hopefully before Christmas, this first edition will
include simple tips that anyone can do to support wildlife.  The group may
possibly be able to access some start-up funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
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5.2.2 Rights of Way survey update
This item has already been covered above.

5.2.3 Potland Park update
This item has already been covered by the discussion with Cllr Wearmouth.  The
Chair agreed it would be a good idea to include the park within the remit of the
Wildlife Project.

5.3 Planning

5.3.1 Station Cottages - 18/00817/AGTRES; 20/04065/VARYCO; 21/00069/CLEXIS
We understand informally that the various additional planning applications have
been rejected; although the existing house with permission is unaffected.  The
Clerk is to contact NCC for formal confirmation of this outcome.

ACTION: CLERK
5.3.2 Dairy Lane 19/04265/REM

This item has been covered by the earlier conversation with Cllr R Wearmouth.

5.4 Policing & Safety

5.4.1 Grass cutting/verges
The verges have been cut back in front of the village name plates and the hedges
obscuring the speed warning sign have also been cut back.

5.4.2 Speed limit in the village
Cllr P Lovering proposed asking the County Council to reduce the speed limit in
the village down to 20mph.  This would benefit those walking along the main
street where it is sometimes necessary to walk in the road to avoid parked cars,
and he noted the pavement is often impassable for wheelchairs.

The Chair felt that unfortunately the results of the speed survey (arranged by
NCC Cllr D Towns) does not support any pressing need for a reduction.  Parked
cars are a hazard but also do help to slow down passing cars, and this has been
the policy of the Parish Council for some years.  Any large events at the Village
Hall exacerbate the parking problem, but the hall is looking at options for
increasing its own space for parking so that may ease in time.

Cllr Lovering felt the issue was not about compliance with the speed limit, but
about trying to make it safer for pedestrians, and those exiting their own
driveways.  He felt that if the speed limit were reduced that more residents might
park their cars fully on the road without worrying about them being damaged,
and this in turn might slow down the passing traffic.

Cllr R Tordoff was against the proposal as he thought people would ignore it, or
worse that some might perversely be encouraged to drive even faster, seeing the
limit as some form of infringement of their rights.  Cllr G Fahy was also not
convinced; he felt it was a significant change and wanted to know what support
there was from residents for this.  Cllr J Mills suggested the other members look
at the traffic calming rumble strips recently installed on the road towards Hebron.

Cllr Towns pointed out that 20mph limits on ‘through roads’ such as in Longhirst,
are not usually granted unless there are other good reasons for doing so.
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The Chair recommended reviewing this at a future date once plans for improving
the Village Hall parking situation had been prepared, and discussions could be
had with residents.

5.4.3 Speed warning sign locations
Cllr Tordoff felt that the locations of the new speed warning signs were not
effective and wondered if there was any chance to move them.  The one at
Longhirst Hall is too far away from the main entrance to the village, and the one
just past the northern exit does not pick up cars early enough.

The Chair felt that it is not likely to be possible to move the one outside Longhirst
Hall but moving the other one might be an option.  He offered to discuss this with
Cllr Tordoff outside of the meeting.

ACTION: CHAIR / CLLR R TORDOFF
5.5 Sense of community

5.5.1 Remembrance Day - wreaths / service
The Chair will attend the ceremony and lay a wreath on behalf of the Parish
Council.  The wreath has been purchased, at a cost of £22.25.

5.5.2 Sports Clubs’ use of village welcome signs
The sports clubs at Longhirst Hall have recently attached a couple of signs to the
village name plates in order to advertise their own local events.  The Halloween
signs in fact are still in place.  Whilst the Parish Council is happy to establish good
relations with the clubs, it is concerned that the signs are being left up too long,
and that the nails used are potentially going to damage the composite wood
structure.  Cllr Quinn also felt the signs were distracting to drivers being so near
to the hall entrance and would like to see them located a little further away.

Councillors agreed to write to the clubs and ask politely that they adhere to the
following guidelines: that the signs are taken down within 48 hours of the event
ending and that they are attached using cable ties or similar, and not using
anything that punctures the surface.

ACTION: CHAIR / CLERK
5.6 Key infrastructure

5.6.1 Ashington Road Flooding and old manhole covers
This item has already been covered by the discussion with Cllr R Wearmouth.

5.6.2 Station Road (C125) major repairs
The planned road works (from North East Grains up to Longhirst Colliery) are due
to start on 06 December and will take two weeks to complete.  Despite the likely
inconvenience for drivers this is very welcome news.

5.6.3 Drainage on main road and Butcher’s Lane
The majority of gullies have now been emptied, including the one on Butcher’s
Lane; however the one at the top of Diary Lane may require  another visit.

5.6.4 Footpath outside Longhirst Hall Cricket Club
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Cllr Tordoff has reported this but as it is a stand-alone stretch of path he believes
it is not a high priority for the County Council.  But he will send a reminder to the
local officer.

5.6.5 Revised asset register & online map
The Clerk had recently undertaken an exercise to map all of the Parish Council
‘street furniture’ assets.  She found a number of additional items and these will be
added to the register; this may slightly increase the insurance next year.

The outdoor seat opposite St John’s Church is damaged and in need of repair.
Cllrs Tordoff offered to look at this in the first instance.

ACTION: CLLR R TORDOFF
5.7 Governance

There were no issues for discussion.

6 BUDGET

6.1 Bank Statements 21/22 & Budget Monitoring 21/22
The bank statements are available online for review; the budget is on target.

6.3 Precept initial review
Councillors took an initial look at the figures for the precept for next year.  A
minimum spend of £5.5k is expected, and there is likely to be circa £13k available
in reserves.  All Councillors are asked to consider other items of expenditure that
may be required next year.  The precept will formally be set at the January
meeting.

ACTION: ALL CLLRS
6.4 HMRC account issues

These issues are now resolved and a new account has been set up and activated.

6.5 Donation request - Great North Air Ambulance
This request was rejected as it does not fit with the criteria in the Donations
Policy.

ACTION: CLERK
7 CONSULTATIONS
7.1 Statement of Licensing policy - closes 19 Nov 21

Councillors had no comments on this.

8 REPORTS from Councillors
8.1 Defibrillator training

The Chair thanked Cllr Tordoff for putting on this training event.  It was well
attended and feedback is very positive.  Cllr Tordoff is happy to offer this again if
there is enough demand.

8.2 North East Grains
The Chair, Vice Chair and Cllr G Fahy met today for one of the regular meetings
with North East Grains.  As a result of the company buying further premises at
Swarland, there is likely to be a reduction in the amount of traffic coming through
the village next year.  This new site is expected to remain open for many years as
it offers some advantages over the one in Longhirst.
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NE Grains were reminded to change the wording on the information signs for
exiting lorries, from a ‘request’ to turn right, to one stating they ‘must’ turn right.
There are some lorries owned by French still coming back in to the village and NE
Grains will address this.

NE Grains has no immediate plans to proceed with the anaerobic digester.
Permission is also being sought for ground-source heating and this is likely to be
given consent.  The Parish Council considers this a much better alternative to the
digester.

Resident Mr D Hodges would like to request speed strips to monitor the number
of vehicles using the road outside the site and asked for the views of the Parish
Council on this.  Overall the Chair felt that the relationship between the Parish
Council and NE Grains has improved significantly, and whilst there are still issues
to resolve there has been a reduction in the number of lorries passing through
the centre of the Village and he did not feel that a request for vehicle monitoring
was necessarily helpful at this time.  Mr Hodges was satisfied with this approach.

8.3 Old Haulage Road
Cllr Tordoff noted that there are a number of Sanders vehicles using the road to
the old Opencast Coal Haul road.  The Chair confirmed that Sanders has approval
to fill in the old haulage road (though still with a bridleway underneath the
existing road).  There was some concern expressed by Councillors that the site is
being used for longer-term storage.  This issue will be kept under review.

9 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)
9.1 Reminder about outside lighting at the Village Hall

Mike Elphick had asked that Councillors remember to switch on the lights outside
the Village Hall to ensure visitors can see their way safely in and out of the
building during the meetings.

10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There were no issues raised.

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7pm on Thursday, 06 January 2022 (at Longhirst Village Hall)

Close of meeting at 21.05
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