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At the Meeting of the Recreation Field Committee held at Felton Village Hall on Tuesday 27 July 2021 at 7:30pm. 

Present:   Cllrs Dickson, Sowter and Thornton (Felton Parish Council), Cllr Marshall (Thirston Parish Council), 

Mrs Clark (Minute ..  onwards, following her co-option to the Committee) 

In attendance:  C Lewis (Clerk), Cllrs Cruden and Cuthbert  

1. Election of Chairman  

Resolved:  to elect Cllr Thornton as Chairman of the Committee.  

2. Election of Vice Chairman  

Resolved:  to elect Cllr Sowter as Vice Chairman of the Committee.   

3. Apologies for Absence – Mr Haddow  

4. Declarations of Interest – None 

5. Co-option of Additional Non-Councillor Members 

Resolved:   

a. to co-opt Mrs Clark to the Committee.  Mrs Clark indicated her acceptance and joined the meeting.   

b. to co-opt Mr Haddow to the meeting.  Mr Haddow indicated his acceptance to the Clerk and members of the 

Committee in advance of the meeting as he was unable to attend.    

c. Cllr Marshall will see whether a second representative can be found for Thirston.  This could be a member of 

the public and not a councillor.  

d. to ask Felton Parish Council to co-opt Cllrs Cruden and Cuthbert to the Committee and to amend the terms of 

reference to include delegated power for the Committee to co-opt additional councillor members as well as 

non-councillors.   

e. to note that all Committee members must comply with Felton Parish Council’s Code of Conduct.  This is set 

out in the Committee’s Terms of Reference (Paragraph 2.3).   

6. The Minutes of a meeting held on 27 April 2021 were approved as a true record subject to the following 

amendment: 

a. Minute 45 – insertion of the words “of the Committee” after “Terms of Reference”.  

7. Finances 

a. The Committee reviewed the current financial position.  The invoice for the ROSPA inspection has been paid 

and will show up in the this has been paid and will show up in the financial summary for the next meeting.   

b. Budget setting was discussed.   

Resolved:  The Clerk will draw up a list of regular payments.  Councillors think of idea for improvements and 

projects and will look at rough costings.  The Clerk will identify previous suggestions and will list these.  At the 

next meeting, the Committee will review the suggestions and will decide which to include in this year’s budget.   

8. ROSPA Safety inspection  

a. The Committee reviewed the ROSPA Report.  The Report is fairly robust in identifying the need to replace the 

wooden play area equipment in the near future, due to the onset of rot in the timbers.  The play area project 

needs to be progressed.  The Working Group will have a meeting, with the main aim being to look at the 

proposals submitted so far and to plan community engagement.   

b. The Committee discussed whether there is a need for tree inspections.  The Clerk will ask NCC Tree Officer 

Barry Wilson for advice and will also speak to the school as it is understood they recently carried out this 

exercise.   
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9. Play Area    

a. General Condition – The play area is poorly kept.  There are issues with overgrowth, plants, brambles and 

weeds.  The monthly check should include a review of the general condition.   

b. Toddler Swing – The Committee considered the quotes received from Caloo, Playdale and Kompan.   

Resolved:  to recommend purchase of the Caloo Robinia 2.3m swing with cradle seat and Me&You seat, at a 

cost of £3,943.00 (plus VAT of £788.60) to Felton and Thirston Parish Councils.  The sales representative 

advised that the swing could be moved if required during installation of a new park; the Clerk will ask for 

confirmation that this is correct and that the guarantee would not be affected.   

c. Bark – The Committee considered the quotes received from Scotbark, CPA Horticulture and Stones4Homes.   

Resolved:  to recommend purchase of 35m3 of Softwood Playgrade Chip from CPA Horticulture, being the 

cheapest option, as new bark will be needed once the play area is installed.  Exact cost to be checked by the 

Clerk as the quotes given were for 25m3 and 40m3; different costs per m3 apply depending on the total 

volume ordered.  The Clerk will ask Mr Stewart if he would weedkill the area before the bark is spread.   

d. Play Area Redesign and MUGA Upgrade – Discussed earlier in meeting (see Minute 8a).   

e. Rear Hedge – The Clerk is still awaiting a quote for this work.  The Committee is considering a working party 

to carry out this work.  The work can be legally carried out as long as no nesting birds are disturbed.  Cllr 

Cruden will look at the damage to the fence and will report back to the next meeting.     

10. Recreation Field  

a. Soil “hill” to east of MUGA – This needs to be removed.  The Clerk will speak to the insurers about 

requirements if this was to be arranged through volunteers with appropriate machinery, including whether the 

soil needs to be screened.  Cllr Cruden will ask Peter Blewitt for a quote and the Clerk will contact Christmas 

Farm.     

b. Drainage – Christmas Farm have stated that they would not need a site visit as they won’t be able to identify 

the problem until they dig down.  The digger can extend to 4 metres deep but they would expect to find the 

problem by around 1.2 metres.  There is a lead time of six to seven weeks from the date of instruction to the 

works being carried out.  They can install an inspection pit and will be able to advise on this once they have 

identified the problem.  They propose to dig down, carry out a manual inspection and to try and identify the 

problem and then to suggest a solution, for example to increase the capacity of the drains.  They would not 

use a camera for this work.  The Committee discussed the quote and proposed works.  The Committee 

expressed concern that the exploratory work will not lead to a solution and may result in a hole unless the 

contract can be completed.   

Resolved:  to ask Contracts Working Group to look at this matter.   

11. Date of Next Meeting – tbc     

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:45pm.     


