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At the Meeting of the Recreation Field Committee held at Felton Village Hall on Friday 17 September 2021 at 7:30pm. 

Present:   Cllrs Sowter and Thornton (Felton Parish Council), Cllr Marshall (Thirston Parish Council), Mrs Clark, 

Mr Haddow, Mr Harrison (Minute 15 onwards, following his co-option to the Committee) 

In attendance:  C Lewis (Clerk), Cllrs Cruden and Cuthbert  

12. Apologies for Absence – Cllrs Cuthbert, Dickson and Marshall  

13. Declarations of Interest – None 

14. Co-option of Additional Non-Councillor Members 

Resolved:  to co-opt Mr Harrison to the Committee.  Mr Harrison indicated his acceptance and joined the meeting.   

15. The Minutes of a meeting held on 27 July 2021 were approved as a true record.  

16. Finances 

a. The Committee received an update from the Clerk on the current financial position.  The electricity company 

has finally processed the meter readings submitted by the Clerk in April and is sending amended invoices.  

Coquet Pest Control did not submit an invoice for any costs last year and has indicated they will not be submitting 

an invoice this year either.    

b. The Committee considered its budget requirements for the financial year 2022/23.   

Resolved:  The Clerk to complete the budget document with the agreed figures as discussed and to submit this 

to the Parish Council for consideration and approval.   

17. Tree Inspections  

The Clerk has contacted the company used by Felton Primary School for tree inspections and is awaiting a more 

detailed response.  The Clerk has not had a response from the Tree Officer at NCC and will follow this up.  The 

Clerk will also look for a third company to provide a quote.  

18. Play Area – Report on Monthly Inspection  

Cllrs Thornton and Sowter carried out the inspection with Mr Stewart who is ROSPA qualified.  The following issues 

were reported to the Committee:   

a. Rotten timber step at top of the Slide – Cllr Sowter has replaced the timbers since the inspection.  

b. Cap (screw cover) missing at top of Slide – Cllr Sowter has replaced this since the inspection.   

c. Loose holds on the Climbing Wall – Cllr Sowter has tightened these since the inspection.   

d. Sections of the Rocker are rotten and the timber is delaminating creating gaps in between the sheet layers – 

The Committee agreed that this is low risk.  Cllr Cruden will look at whether the gaps could be closed using 

silicon.   

e. Wire rubbing through the rope wrapping around circumference of Basket Swing and rubber join has split – The 

Committee agreed this is currently low risk but should be monitored.   

f. Rubber matting at the bottom of the slide protrudes over edge of Slide chute – Cllr Sowter has cut this back 

since the inspection.  

g. Loose eyebolts on the Triangle Rope Climber – The eyebolts need to be tightened but are rusted in place.  

Although the ropes are slightly slack there is no immediate risk.  Cllr Cruden will look at whether the bolts can 

be tightened despite the rust and if so will action this.  If not, the Committee will need to consider what other 

action can be taken.   

h. The Play Area Gate (Recreation Lane end) closes too quickly – The Committee will look at whether the spring 

can be loosened to reduce the tension.  The Clerk will put a warning sign on the Gate.   



FELTON PARISH COUNCIL RECREATION FIELD COMMITTEE 

4 
 

i. There is no sign giving the Parish Council contact details – The Clerk will get prices for a general information 

sign (x2) which can be put on each of the two entrances to the Field.  

j. The Play Area Bin needs to be replaced – The Property Management Committee will meet shortly and will 

decide on a replacement bin.  

k. The MUGA has a number of issues, including brambles encroaching on the court, rubbish, including broken 

bottles, and weeds.  The fencing has holes between the board and the wires.  The Committee discussed whether 

to erect a sign “Use at your own risk” as suggested by Mr Stewart.  The Clerk advised that this might not absolve 

the Parish Council from liability.  The Committee did not take a decision.   

l. There is still a problem with dog fouling.  The Committee discussed a number of possible options to mitigate the 

problem, including:  whether ropes could be used on metre posts to clearly mark the edge of the pitches to 

assist dog walkers when monitoring their dogs; provision of biodegradable dog bags from a dispenser; clearing 

the south slope to be allocated as a dog exercise area; and whether a dog control order could be obtained.  

Most of these issues have been discussed previously and have been discounted either on cost/practicalities or 

because it is not possible to implement them.   

19. Play Area – Rear Hedge  

The Committee discussed the rear hedge and the repairs needed to the rear fence.   

Resolved:  For a working party to meet at the Field on Sunday 26 September at 9:30am to carry out work on the 

hedge and fence.  

20. Play Area Redesign and MUGA Upgrade 

The Committee has received designs from three different companies for the new play area.  However, members 

agreed that they did not love any of the designs, all of which felt a bit ‘like for like’, rather than new and exciting.     

Resolved:  The Clerk will circulate the play equipment catalogues in hard copy.  Committee members to each list 

play equipment that they would like to see in a design.  The Clerk will then collate these into categories, with the 

idea that parish children can be asked to vote for their favourite equipment in each category.     

21. Recreation Field  

a. Drainage – Cllr Sowter has spoken with Christmas Farm, who would not be able to carry out any work until next 

year.  Cllr Cruden has spoken with Blewitts, who have a ‘DitchWitch’ machine which could cut a new drain from 

the problem area to the edge of the Field.  The Committee noted that the problem area is the South-East corner 

of the Field, running in a diagonal line, ‘above’ which is dry.  This suggests that the problem is caused by the 

land drain which runs along that diagonal.  There is a new rising spring in the area of the temporary drain.   

Woodland Burials have suitable equipment and use driving panels to cover the hole.  Cllr Cruden will contact 

Woodland Burials to see if they could assist with investigations.   

b. Surface – Mr Stewart has advised members that at present the football pitch is not fit for purpose.  Mr Stewart 

has suggested that the surface needs to be reploughed and levelled.  Cllr Sowter will ask Mr Barnes for his 

advice on improving the pitch.   

c. Soil “hill” to east of MUGA – Cllr Cruden has spoken with Blewitts who could test the contents on site.  The 

soil could be removed (if necessary) 20 tonnes at a time for a cost of £225/load plus £35/hour, all plus VAT.  It 

is estimated that there would be between 12 and 21 loads.  Cllr Cruden suggested as an alternative to removal 

(assuming it is not contaminated requiring removal) that the soil could be moved to the far corner of the Field to 

be dealt with at a later date, which would allow the area currently under the heap to be flattened, grassed and 

then included in the grass cutting contract.  Cllrs Cruden and Thornton will obtain quotes for this work. 

[The Committee resolved to extend the Meeting].     

22. Ongoing Matters on Action List – The Committee noted the current position of ongoing matters.   

23. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 21 October at 7:30pm, Felton Village Hall  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:35pm.     


