
HUMSHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Bi-Monthly Parish Council Meeting
Humshaugh Village Hall

7PM ON THURSDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER 2021

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cllr Herbie Newell (Chair), Cllr Chris Robinson (Vice-Chair), Cllr Kev
Dodd, Cllr Jerry Oliver, Cllr Peter Woodward, Cllr Rupert Gibson

APOLOGIES: Cllr Ian Batey

IN ATTENDANCE: Kaeti Seth (Clerk), County Cllr Nick Morphet, Ian Birleson,
Marie Roberts, Corrinne Campbell, Andy Roberts, Mark Stephens, Peter Younger,
Dianne Keetch, Klaus Vogelberg, David Harrison (residents of Humshaugh)

1. INTRODUCTION TO COUNCILLORS
Councillors introduced themselves.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

As listed above.

3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Cllr Gibson identified the planning application he had submitted to NCC.

4. PUBLIC FORUM
Dianne Keetch shared information Humshaugh Community Exchange.pdf.pdf,
proposing a Community Exchange in Humshaugh, a local exchange trading
system,which would enable community bartering of small  goods, tasks and skills
without exchange of currency. Dianne briefly outlined how the scheme would
operate. No administration of the Exchange would be required,but Dianne suggested
that a register be held in the village shop which people will update with their skills and
what they need. An issue will be if there is dissatisfaction with the scheme, and
Dianne volunteered to facilitate resolution of any issues. The Chair asked for any
comments. Cllr Oliver stated support with the caveat that items such as electrical
tasks or equipment were not part of this. This was agreed by all other Councillors.
Dianne confirmed she will contact the village shop to ask permission to hold the
register in the shop.

ACTION: DIANNE
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5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

5.1. Bi-monthly Parish Council meeting: agreed to be a correct record.Chair will
sign these.Cllr Gibson identified that there was no AOB on the agenda for the
current meeting.

6. MATTERS ARISING

6.1. Hadrian’s Wall Footpath Re-routing
Agreed this will be discussed with Wall PC, once there are a number of items
to discuss.

ACTION: CHAIR

6.2. Undeveloped bog field
Duchy Homes confirmed they own the field and currently have no plans to
develop, but it is retained as potential for future development. Duchy were
subsequently asked to improve the field, there was no response to this or a
further email. The field is outside the settlement boundary of the village which
will constrain Duchy Homes from developing the land for housing. Cllr Oliver
identified that the quality of the land for agricultural purposes is reduced as a
result of the land being used for waste materials from the building site. Cllr
Gibson identified that the level of the field has been raised by a metre. The
Chair proposed that once the new Northumberland Local Plan is adopted,
and the settlement boundary confirmed, the future of the field should be
reconsidered, possibly as part of a Neighbourhood Plan. This was agreed.

ACTION: CHAIR

6.3. Car parking
Steps outlined at the previous meeting had been put in place to resolve this
issue, but residents felt that this hasn't made any difference. This will be
raised with the village shop.Cllr Woodward reported Hall Trustees have been
in touch with surgery and agreed surgery staff can park up to two cars at the
back of the hall to relieve pressure parking outside the surgery.

ACTION: CLLR ROBINSON

6.4. Road safety at Humshaugh First School
Cllr Morphet has been in further discussion with the NCC. A survey will be
carried out looking at speed and volume of traffic. Cllr Morphet stated the
survey will take place before half term and will also look at pedestrian traffic,
to see if a crossing is viable. Drop kerbs are likely to be fitted.

ACTION: NCC

6.5. Repair to gate on the Square/Haughton Lane footpath
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Cllr Woodward confirmed this repair is on the list of jobs for NCC to do but
was still outstanding. Cllr Woodward couldn't confirm when this will be done
and will email NCC.

ACTION: CLLR WOODWARD

6.6. Bank Mandate
This has now been completed.

CLOSED

6.7. Use of pesticides and herbicide reduction
Cllr Oliver has spoken to Karbon Homes and they will not use pesticides. The
resident raising this issue will look after the area in question.

CLOSED

6.8. Allotments
Cllr Oliver is working on the land issue, and the Parish Clerk is researching
the establishment of Allotment Associations and their requirements. It was
established there is no easy resolution to finding land for allotments. The
Chair proposed to invite the resident (Vicki Cargill) who made the initial
enquiries on allotments to organise a meeting of interested parties to explore
preferences on land and administration etc.

ACTION: PC

6.9. Parish Council Newsletter
Chair has ‘mocked up’ the newsletter for August, and is proposing with
amendments the newsletter goes out 6 times a year between meetings with
information on upcoming events, major developments, and a section on PC
meeting discussions. The newsletter will also provide a forward look to the
next PC meeting, reminding residents of agenda and items for discussion.
The Chair invited comments/thoughts from the meeting. Dianne asked if there
is any view to produce in a different font to make the article more accessible.
Following discussion it was agreed that Dianne will send the document
identifying good practice on text to the Parish Clerk. The document will also
go on the parish website. The  Chair asked if the meeting was in favour of
producing the newsletter as suggested and this was agreed with the first
published newsletter produced for October. Views of residents will be sought
following the first publication. Cllr Dodd asked if the newsletter and its
contents conflict with the church newsletter. It was confirmed that the Chair
had sought feedback from the Wardens who did not think it conflicted.

ACTION:DIANNE AND PC
6.10. Burger Van

Van will attend the Harvest Show on Saturday. No further discussion had
taken place as to the siting of the van.
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7. UPDATE FROM NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR
NICK MORPHET

7.1. Traffic calming measures by New Houses. Cllr Morphet informed the
meeting that NCC had produced a plan with two options which can now be
shared.
1 - 30mph speed limit with gateway type signs at the roundabout and the end
of New Houses, with Dragon's teeth markings on the road and additional
‘Slow’ and speed signs. Clearway signs will be moved further west of New
Houses, allowing parking on the road at New Houses. There is an optional
extra of rumble strips. This option will require a three month regulation order
to enact.
2 - 40 mph speed limit with the same signage as above.

Both options will be implemented next financial year. NCC asked to meet with
residents and PC. Cllrs agreed that they would like to be at the meeting
where a decision on options will be made. Cllr Morphet made it clear that
NCC made the decision but NCC are keen to hear the views of the residents.
Cllr Gibson asked who would be funding the work and it was confirmed that it
will be NCC.

Cllr Morphet also informed the meeting that paths by New Houses had been
reviewed and it was identified that paths are too narrow. It has been
concluded that the carriageway is wide enough to permit widening of the path.
Improvements to the roundabout for better and safer use of pedestrians were
also identified. It was agreed that Cllr Morphet will submit a request for
improvement, identifying this will also be improving Hadrians Wall Path.

ACTION:CLLR MORPHET

Street lighting in Humshaugh - All street lights have been replaced with
LED lights. However, LEDs are more harmful to insects with knock-on effects
on other wildlife.  Cllr Morphet reported that luminosity was reduced by 50%
after midnight routinely; however, other potential options for further reductions
were to switch them off altogether after midnight or to fit motion sensors to
activate the lighting when vehicles approached. Cllr Morphet is waiting to hear
if the lights in the village are suitable for fitting with motion sensors. The NCC
Street Lighting team wants consultation with the village. Cllr Morphet asked
the PC for permission to hold this consultation. The Chair mentioned an
article in the Guardian quoting a Newcastle University academic writing on
the issues for wildlife and proposed inviting this academic to discuss at the
meeting. Cllr Gibson stated that residents have raised with him concerns on
the possibility of theft increasing with reduced lighting. Other residents raised
concerns on lighting being over intrusive and concerns with lighting being
switched off entirely. The Chair noted that burglaries were very rare.
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Chair summed up to say that more information is required before making
decisions. Cllr Robinson suggested that this item is in the newsletter, which
was agreed.

ACTION: TO INCLUDE
IN NEWSLETTER AND CONTACT NEWCASTLE ACADEMIC

Disabled access to bus stops - NCC had recently reviewed access at bus
stops and Cllr Morphet will send a report on this; it had been identified that
upgrading access is expensive. It was suggested that road markings be put
round the bus stop at Crown. Cllr Robinson stated that the access at the bus
stop at the bottom of the village is a problem. It was agreed that the PC will
review the report. It was agreed to ask if buses have ramps and can be
lowered for disabled access.

ACTION:CLLR MORPHET

Complaints on bus service between Humshaugh and Hexham -
Complaints had been received that there was no Sunday service, the bus was
too busy at 8.00 because school children used the bus,  and a gap of over 1
and a  half hours between services. These are being reviewed. It was
confirmed by the bus service provider that a Sunday service could be
provided if NCC will subsidise this.

Free Tree scheme - Cllr Morphet updated the meeting on the scheme to give
away various trees and shrubs available through this scheme.It was agreed
the PC would apply following identification of land.

ACTION: CLLR OLIVER

Road verge management - Cllr Morphet informed the meeting of the
Plantlife charity, which encourages road verge management for wildlife - NCC
don't have facilities to collect grass cuttings which will support wildlife. The
alternative is that the community reduces the frequency of grass cutting on
amenity grassland and rake the clippings after cutting. There is a Wildlife
group in the village - agreed to contact them on this.

ACTION:CLLR OLIVER

Cllr Gibson suggested this is more difficult and expensive than thought, and
suggested larger shrubs and plants.

8. PLANNING

8.1. Review of Draft Northumberland Plan
Chair informed the group this will become the dominant document for
planning within Northumberland which was going through a process of
revision. Modifications have been received. Chair suggested the PC look at
issues affecting the local community. These are as follows:
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Proposed settlement boundary - applications for development beyond this
boundary require a strong case for development. It was identified that the
Duchy Homes field is outside this boundary. There are currently no plans to
change this. Humshaugh has been subject to lots of development and the
plan will restrict further development.

Green Belt - designation: the area between the Military Road and North Tyne
river.

Local wildlife and geological sites - river side in Humshaugh identified and
protected as wildlife and geological sites. There is also a site designated as
ancient woodland.

Hadrians Wall- World Heritage Site - the buffer zone includes essentially the
whole of Humshaugh parish.

Conservation area - centre of village is covered, again having significant
implications for future development.

Mineral and mining infrastructure - there are reserves but unlikely to be
exploited given the above.

Issues with regard to wind turbines - parish deemed suitable for development
of wind turbines.

Open spaces - only protected spaces are the playing field and the green area
in the centre of Haughton Square.

The Parish Clerk queried a potential challenge of the settlement boundary
from Duchy Homes and if it could be appealed. The Chair understands that
the settlement boundary can only be changed if there are very strong reasons
and this is unlikely to happen.

Dianne asked how long the plan lasts - confirmed in place for 20 years.

8.2. Review of recent planning applications
Items include tree preservation, and a proposal to demolish and replace an
existing dwelling. The Chair invited the meeting to discuss. There were no
comments.

8.3. Humshaugh First School air source heat pump
All residents and neighbours of the school had been informed. Consistent
with the Church of England updating all equipment. Full planning application
submitted providing the opportunity for comments.

8.4. Tantallon Homes (Humshaugh) Ltd
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The Chair informed the meeting that a resident flagged the existence of this
company. The company appears to have a number of subsidiary companies
based on location - ie Humshaugh. Question is why Humshaugh? Questions
to Cllr and residents - is there any knowledge of this? A Freedom of
Information request has been submitted to NCC on this. It was agreed that
the PC should write to the registered address of the company and ask for
information to be shared. ACTION: CHAIR

8.5. Development in field adjacent to the Village Hall
The Chair has spoken to the owner of land, and he will in future come and
talk to the PC regarding plans.

8.6. Neighbourhood Plan
The Chair introduced this as a key planning document which an increasing
number of PCs in Northumberland are producing. The previous PC decided
not to proceed with this. The Chair proposed a document for information and
discussion be brought to the November meeting. Chair asked if Cllrs were
happy to receive this and Cllrs agreed.Cllr Gibson stated that the NCC Local
Plan would supersede this a Neighbourhood Plan. Agreed that it will be
discussed in November.

ACTION:CHAIR

9. FINANCE

9.1. Current Account as at 23 August 2021
Swarco Traffic Ltd - Cllr Gibson confirmed this is maintenance of speed
awareness signs which have been in place five years. The initial funding
came from the Small Schemes account. The Parish Clerk identified that in
addition to £400 going to Swarco in June, almost £700 had been paid out in
October 2020 and that no contract or form of agreement was in the PC files. It
was confirmed that these are not regular payments and the signs are repaired
as and when required. Batteries need recharging and the PC needs to do
this. Cllrs Robinson and Woodward agreed to take this on.

ACTION:CLLRS ROBINSON AND WOODWARD

Cllr Gibson confirmed that the signs should be on the Asset Register. The
Parish Clerk will look this up.

ACTION: PC
It was confirmed that the Parish precept had been received on 6 September.

9.2. Deposit Account as at 23 August 2021
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The deposit account has a balance of £12,746.08 and the Chair reminded the
PC that funds should be spent. The meeting was asked to identify what could
be funded.

ACTION:CLLRS

10. BUSINESS

10.1. Fast Broadband - Ian Birleson WeFibre - Product Pricing - Spring
2021.pdf Humshaugh Parish Council September 2021.pptx
Ian gave the background to fast broadband with the government funding
various connectivity programmes. Of all schemes,  fibre is seen as a big
enabler. Humshaugh has fibre to the cabinet - which will improve service
speed, but the cabinet has a certain range so those further away have lower
bandwidth hence the need for fibre. There is limited funding so not all have
the same service. Openreach is the dominant service, there are others who
could provide  a service such as Sky, Virgin etc. However, Openreach own
the basic network. Government offering funding and if applicants are eligible
there is up to £1,500 for private individuals and £3,000 for businesses. This is
to connect the premise to the system. There is a Government website for
applicants to enter their postcode and check eligibility.

A company called WeFibre will be accessing Openreach ducts and putting in
fibre, which should require minimum digging. This should mean quicker
access for applicants. The fibre will cost £20 a month but an application
needs to be submitted.

A Member of the Steering Committee for Climate Action in Newbrough and
Fourstones (CANF) is offering advice.

Scheme requires participants to sign up for 12 months, and vouchers need to
be applied for by 24 September.

Timescales - It is anticipated that Humshaugh will be connected in Q2/Q3
2021/2.

Chair asked if anyone had questions - Cllr Oliver asked for clarification on
access in Haughton Lane.

Cllr Dodd asked if there are any restrictions on proximity to the cabinet.

Cllr Oliver queried the idea of fibre optic running through water mains, This
has been discussed for many years but nothing has come of this.
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11. REPORTS AND UPDATES

11.1. Humshaugh Net Zero
The First Year Report of Humshaugh Net Zero had been shared and the
Chair asked for questions from Cllrs. A public meeting will be held on 21
September and all residents are invited. Cllr Oliver identified that there was
no mention of local vegetable production and the Chair acknowledged there
was some work to do on agriculture. An objective of the coming year is to
address this.

The Parish Clerk queried the timescales for recommendation and it was
clarified that these are to be discussed at next meeting.

Evans Trust Cllr Gibson updated meeting on business.

Village Hall The meeting was informed that the stone wall separating the
village hall from the church may collapse so bollards are in place to prevent
access. Village hall is open with restrictions to access because of this. Cllr
Gibson asked how long access will be blocked, which will be until the wall can
be made safe. However, it was not clear who is responsible as the wall Is on
the boundary between the church and village hall.  Cllr Woodward identified
that the church ‘owns’ the wall but agreed it is a joint problem. The trees in
the churchyard have been surveyed to identify problems but there has not yet
been an  expert assessment of the wall.

Village shop directors have not met - nothing to report.

Playing Field Association - meeting held. The Chair reminded the meeting
that in May the PC identified individuals to sit on other committees and it was
suggested that Cllr Dodd represent the PC. The Playing Field Association did
not feel that they wanted two current members of the PC and the Chair
proposed that the decision on membership be deferred until the remedial
work on the field and replacement of the equipment is complete. Funds have
been given by NCC and the PC for this.

Giles Heron Trust - Cllr Batey has not provided an update.

12. CORRESPONDENCE

12.1. Sport Tynedale request for funding
The Parish Clerk  outlined a request for funding which had been received.
Cllr Gibson had some knowledge of the work of this group and updated the
PC on activities. The Chair asked if previous funding had been given and Cllr
Gibson stated that previous policy was not to support requests for funding for
associations outside of the parish. The Parish Clerk will check this is the
case.
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ACTION:PC

12.2. Natural Ability Handyperson Services
It was agreed after discussion that the services on offer are included in the
PC newsletter.

12.3. Victim Support Parish Council Appeal
The Parish Clerk updated the meeting on an appeal for victim support
services. The provider is based in Derby and the Parish Clerk identified that
there were local services offering support to victims of abuse, who also
provided face to face services. It was agreed that the PC review what
organisations the PC had funded in the past.

ACTION:PC

12.4. Newsletters to be received by Councillors - for decision
The Parish Clerk listed the many newsletters that are received by the
Humshaugh PC mailbox. It was agreed that the Northumberland Association
of Local Councils (NALC) newsletters continue to be forwarded to Cllrs but
others are circulated to Cllrs only if the subject is of specific interest. Cllr
Woodward expressed his interest in receiving issues on recycling and Cllr
Oliver on wildlife/gardening.

ACTION:PC

13. ACTION LOG
The Chair drew the meeting's attention to the Action Log, to be used to
monitor progress on issues raised.

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

7PM Thursday 11 November 2021, Humshaugh Village Hall
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