
HUMSHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Bi-Monthly Parish Council
Meeting

Humshaugh Village Hall
7PM ON THURSDAY, 11 NOVEMBER

2021

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cllr Ian Batey, Cllr Kev Dodd, Cllr Rupert Gibson, Cllr Herbie Newell
(Chair), Cllr Jerry Oliver, Cllr Chris Robinson (Vice-Chair), Cllr Peter Woodward,

APOLOGIES: None.

IN ATTENDANCE: Kaeti Seth (Clerk), County Cllr Nick Morphet, Julian
Campbell, Liz Campbell, Corrinne Campbell, Rhona Still, David Still (residents of
Humshaugh)

1. INTRODUCTION TO COUNCILLORS
Councillors introduced themselves.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
As listed above.

3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
None.

4. PUBLIC FORUM

The Chair invited members of the public to raise items of interest not on the agenda. There were no
items raised.

5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

5.1. Bi-monthly Parish Council meeting: the minutes of the meeting on 9 September2021
were agreed to be a correct record and signed by the Chair accordingly.

6. MATTERS ARISING

The Chair explained the use of the Action Log (Item 13), used to track progress on matters
arising from previous meetings. Before moving on to the items logged, the Chair identified a
query raised by Cllr Gibson (Item 5.1); that Any Other Business (AOB) had been omitted
from the agenda. The Chair explained that the Northumberland Association of Local
Councils (NALC) had produced guidance stating that AOB was not best practice. This is
because lawfully, the PC cannot make a decision on an item of business which is not stated
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on the agenda. Cllr Gibson raised the concern that if this item is removed, it would be two
months before an issue raised is discussed by the PC. The Parish Clerk pointed out that a
decision could not be taken until the following meeting, which would incur a two month delay
in any case. Cllr Dodd queried how long the agenda was published prior to the meeting. The
Parish Clerk clarified this was five working days. The Chair asked for views on AOB
remaining on the agenda, and Cllrs agreed to reinstate the item.

ACTION: PARISH CLERK

6.1. Hadrian’s Wall Footpath Re-routing: Cllr Morphet had raised this matter with Wall PC, as most
of the changes discussed affected land within their Parish boundary. They were of the view that the
affected landowners would not be receptive to the suggestions, as these suggestions had been made
when the path was originally created and subsequently rejected. The Chair proposed to contact the
resident raising the issue and Cllrs agreed to close the item.

CLOSED

6.2 Undeveloped bog field: after much persistence, Duchy Homes and a representative of the
relevant Government department visited the bog field and Duchy Homes have agreed to spray the
field for ragwort next spring.

CLOSED

6.3 Car parking: Cllrs felt that the car parking issue had improved somewhat; however ,Cllr
Woodward remained concerned about the parking of customers of the village shop. Whilst some
customers parked at the Crown pub and walked to the shop, many did not. The Chair proposed, and it
was agreed, that the pub landlord be approached to request that customers of the shop park outside
the pub when the pub is not open and an update is put in the PC newsletter requesting shop
customers to park considerately.

ACTION: CHAIR

6.4 Road safety at Humshaugh First School: the survey was not carried out over half term. Cllr
Morphet will follow up with Northumberland County Council (NCC).

ACTION: CLLR MORPHET

6.5 Repair to gate on the Square/Haughton Lane footpath: Cllr Woodward continues to remind
NCC of this and is waiting for a response and action. N.B. Gate repaired 12 November.

CLOSED

6.6 Allotments: Cllr Oliver updated the meeting that, to date, a meeting of interested residents had
not been arranged.

6.7 Newsletter: the first PC newsletter has been published and distributed. Feedback from residents
has been positive.

CLOSED

6.8 Burger van: nothing further had been heard, and it was decided to close this item.

CLOSED
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6.9 Tantallon Homes (Humshaugh) Ltd: The Chair has written to the company asking for information
on plans for development in the village. No response was received. NCC were also approached under
a freedom of information request and confirmed that they had no record for the company. It was
agreed to close this item given no further information.

CLOSED

6.10 Speed awareness signs: Cllrs Robinson and Woodward had recharged the batteries and
checked that the signs were working. It was confirmed that they were not. Cllr Morphet has asked Wall
PC if they wish to continue using their sign and they confirmed Cllr Morphet will be buying a new one
and they had no interest in the Humshaugh signs. The Chair reminded Cllrs that within the last year,
£1,100 had been spent repairing the signs. Cllr Gibson confirmed the signs are at least five years old.
The Chair proposed, and Cllrs agreed to remove the signs.

CLOSED

7. UPDATE FROM NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR
NICK MORPHET

7.1. Traffic calming measures by New Houses: the two options proposed were shared
with the residents in September and option 2 (30mph speed limit with new gateway
nameplates, new ‘Slow’, ‘30mph’ and ‘dragon's teeth’ road markings, with the possible
removal of the clearway and the option of installing an interactive speed sign) was
favoured. Cllr Morphet would have to pay for the interactive speed sign and the PC would
have to maintain it. Cllr Morphet had included the plans in the Local Transport Plan (LTP)
and the PC agreed to support this. The current status of the resident’s petition was
unclear and Cllr Morphet will look into this. Cllr Morphet updated on the path widening
scheme, which is being treated separately to the traffic calming measures. Again it is
suggested it is part of the LTP. Funding for this is an issue, but it would improve Hadrian's
Wall Footpath. Cllr Morphet agreed to keep the PC updated on progress.

ACTION: CLLR MORPHET

7.2 Street lighting in Humshaugh: all street lighting in Humshaugh is LED which is not
suitable for motion sensors being fitted. It was felt that the cost of upgrading these lights for
motion sensors (£330 per light) would be prohibitive. Cllr Morphet queried if the lights could
be fitted with a blue filter which would be better for wildlife, but had no response. NCC had
confirmed that all lights are dimmed between midnight and 6am already and the Chair
reported that the resident raising the issue was satisfied that as the lights dimmed there
were no other concerns. It was agreed this item is closed.

CLOSED

7.3 Disabled access to bus stops: Cllr Morphet updated the meeting that NCC had
carried out a survey of bus stops. No findings have been shared to date. Cllr Morphet
explained that the Equality Act could not be used retrospectively on existing bus stops, and
because of the expense it was doubtful this would be resolved. However, the Highway
Code is being updated, which may give some leverage. Cllr Morphet requested that any
residents with an issue contact him. It was agreed to put this request in the PC newsletter.

ACTION:CLLR MORPHET/CHAIR
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7.4 Complaints on bus service between Humshaugh and Hexham: the previous
complaints on the bus service - no Sunday service, crowded 8am bus, delays in service,
were still being raised with Go North East. The transport company is carrying out a review
of the timetable, but a Sunday service would have to be subsidised by NCC. Cllr Morphet
has approached them on this and no response has been received. Cllr Morphet will follow
this up.

ACTION: CLLR MORPHET

7.5 Free Tree scheme: the scheme had gone well, with some trees still available to PC’s
and the public. Cllr Oliver identified the issue was where trees were placed. It was agreed to
close this item.

CLOSED

7.6 Road verge management Chollerton PC has given permission for species rich verge
management, which may involve sowing seeds, cutting later in the year and raking the
clippings. This will commence next summer.  Cllr Morphet is happy to help with the work.
Wide verges on a quiet road are needed. The Chair asked for Cllrs to look for a reasonable
length of verge to undertake this method of management.

ACTION:ALL

7.7 Living streets initiative: Cllr Morphet explained the initiative which is to encourage children to
walk to school.

7.8 EV chargers: NCC are installing EV chargers on residential streets in Northumberland. As yet,
there are no plans to do this in Humshaugh. The Chair asked those who wish to have a charger in
residential streets in Humshaugh to put the request to NCC. Cllr Morphet will share the contact details
for the newsletter.

ACTION: CLLR MORPHET

8. PLANNING

8.1. Review of recent planning application: internet issues prevented the meeting going through the
latest applications, however there was nothing of any note other than an issue raised by a resident
regarding trees at East Lea, some of which will require planning permission to be pruned. Karbon
Homes (who are responsible) have been asked to review all trees both in and out of the conservation
area.

8.2. Development in the field adjacent to the Village Hall: The Chair introduced Julian and Liz
Campbell, who own the land adjacent to the Village Hall. Julian Campbell updated the meeting that he
had last reported to the PC in March 2020. Because of issues with the construction team, work had
stopped, and by 2019 it had been concluded that the approved application would not be suitable and
the process needed to restart. Julian Campbell had intended to present further plans in May 2020 but
was unable to because of lockdown restrictions. A pre-application inquiry to NCC was made in 2020,
with more houses than on the original plan.

Julian Campbell updated the meeting that the new plans would include the Glebe, which is landlocked,
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if the Church of England would sell the land. The current plan is for smaller houses. The Parish Clerk
asked if the buildings would be houses, and Julian Campbell confirmed they would be a combination
of houses and bungalows. The Chair asked for comments - there were none. Julian Campbell
informed the meeting of his intention to get sketches of the proposals out in the next few weeks and
agreed to come to the next meeting on 13 January 2022 to discuss the development further.

ACTION: JULIAN CAMPBELL

8.3. Neighbourhood Plan: The Chair introduced a discussion document shared with agenda. Rhona
Still, who produced the document, was also present at the meeting. The Chair asked if Cllrs would like
a presentation at the next meeting in January on what is involved in producing a neighbourhood plan
with a view to making a decision on Humshaugh producing a neighbourhood plan at the January
meeting. The Chair shared a map of those Northumberland PCs who had adopted, or are developing
a Plan, and the numbers across the county are growing. The Chair asked for comments and Cllr
Robinson felt that the document was comprehensive. The Chair formally asked for a decision to invite
NCC to present at the next meeting and this was agreed.

ACTION: CHAIR

9. FINANCE

9.1. Current Account as at 25 October 2021 The Chair highlighted a number of transactions on the
account; the cost of printing the newsletter, fuel for the groundsman, and £220 for a  laptop, which was
required to enable the Parish Clerk to make HMRC returns. There were also routine payments to the
groundsman and the half year payment of the Parish precept. The Chair asked Cllrs for questions, and
or comments. There were none.

9.2. Deposit Account as at 25 October 2021 The Chair brought the low interest rate to the meetings
attention.

9.3 Parish Precept 2022/3 The Chair proposed to bring a paper to the next meeting to explain the
precept. NCC did not require PC’s to respond to their requirements until the end of January 2022.

ACTION: PARISH CLERK

10. BUSINESS

10.1 Donations: The Chair discussed a paper on charitable donations produced by
the Parish Clerk. This paper set out donations over the last two years, donations by
Charity and proposed donations for 2021 - including a new donation to
Northumberland Domestic Abuse Services. The Chair asked for comments and Cllr
Gibson suggested an increase and after discussion an increase from £100 to £150
was agreed. Cllrs also agreed to requesting information from the Playing Fields Trust
on how the previous donations, amounting to almost £4,000 since October 2020,
had been spent, or was intended to be spent, before awarding them the usual £500
donation. This was agreed to.

ACTION: PARISH CLERK
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10.2 Donations Policy: The Chair outlined the amendments to this Policy which
was that a refund of donations would be requested, should the charity concerned not
utilise funds for the specific purpose for which they were given. All Cllrs agreed with
this amendment.

ACTION: PARISH CLERK

10.3 Asset Register: The Chair highlighted the PC’s asset register, which listed
items owned by the PC, purchase value, purchase date, and repurchase value.
There is some work to do to ensure the asset register is up to date and accurately
costed, which the Parish Clerk will do. The Chair queried if we knew where all items
were and this was confirmed by Cllrs. Cllr Oliver informed the meeting that the
strimmer is not working well and the Chair noted this was a potential future
purchase.

ACTION: PARISH CLERK

10.4 Traffic issues: Cllr Oliver raised concerns regarding speeding on roads around
the village and the noise of motorbikes particularly at weekends. Cllr Morphet
identified this is across the ward. There is no legal maximum noise level regarding
motorbikes but Cllr Morphet raised the Community Speedwatch Initiative. Individuals
can sign up to this and Cllr Morphet will share details. They will issue a handheld
speed gun,  which will flash the vehicle’s speed. The speed and number plate details
will then need to be recorded. A letter will then be sent to the offenders.

ACTION: CLLR MORPHET

11. REPORTS AND UPDATES

11.1. Humshaugh Net Zero: The Chair updated the meeting on the well-attended public meetings
held so far. The Net Zero Annual report was reviewed and topics of meetings decided by members. Air
source heat pumps have been discussed with suppliers and NCC representatives. This was a useful
session to bust myths. 10% of houses in Humshaugh are now heated in this way. Recycling was the
second meeting. The Chair proposed to include “do’s and don’ts” on what can be recycled in the next
newsletter. The meeting in December is on insulation and a coffee morning was well attended.

11.2 Evans Trust: Cllr Gibson updated the meeting that the next meeting of the Trust is next week.

11.3 Village Hall: Cllr Robinson – Saturday coffee mornings are new and are being well
received and are successful in bringing the community together. Film nights have
recommenced and the first production in two years by the Crown Players is in December.
Numbers will be limited to 60 people per night. Cllr Woodward noted that the use of the hall
had increased dramatically since September, procedures were in place to manage COVID
risks. .

11.4 Village shop: Cllr Robinson updated the meeting that there were still limits on the numbers
allowed in the shop at any one time - 3.  The shop is busy and provides good service. Any profits
made will be used in the community.

11.5  Giles Heron Trust: Cllr Batey informed the meeting that the Trust met last on 10 November.
Because of the pandemic, activity was limited but £5,000 had been paid out to Wark and Simonburn.
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11.6 Playing Fields Trust: The Chair informed the meeting that the zip wire had been installed.
Existing play equipment is scheduled to be repaired.

12. CORRESPONDENCE

12.1. GNAAS  letter 17 September 2021 - funding: As agreed in 10.1 it was agreed to give £150.

ACTION:PARISH CLERK

13. ACTION LOG
The action log will be updated as per the meeting.

ACTION: PARISH CLERK

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

7PM Thursday 13 January 2022, Humshaugh Village Hall
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