


Minutes of meeting of Warden Parish Council commencing at 7pm on Monday 1st November 2021 in Newbrough Town Hall 

Those Present: Cllrs S Robson (Chairman), SJ Heminsley, G Charlton, D Liddle, J Martin, D Bowman, L Kay, 
County Cllr N Morphet, C Miller (Clerk), one member of the public

2021/101	Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence.

2021/102	Declaration of Members Interests
Cllr’s S Robson & SJ Heminsley declared an interest in the Railway Inn.

2021/103	Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman (if required)
Cllr S Robson proposed and seconded as Chairman and duly elected.
Cllr G Charlton proposed and seconded as Vice Chairman and duly elected.

2021/104	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
Member of the pubic reported the bottle banks at the Cricket Club required emptying, which is a frequent problem.  ACTION: County Cllr to raise matter with County Council.

2021/105	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 6th September 2021
It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 6th September 2021 be accepted as a true record.  

Incoming Chairman Cllr S Robson gave thanks to Cllr SJ Heminsley for having served as an excellent Chairman.

2021/106	Allotments – to consider issues relating to water supply
Cllr WJ Foot not present, and who was to research options.  A pump used for boats could be suitable.  

2021/107	Litter pick
Litter pick had been carried out with a good turnout.  There wasn’t a lot of rubbish to collect, and thanks given to the County Council for collecting the refuse promptly, along with fly tipping that had been reported.  The next pick to be arranged February/March 2022, with date to be confirmed at January Parish Council meeting.

2021/108	Roads/footpaths/village maintenance 
Cllr J Martin to compile an article seeking volunteers for the February issue of the Stanegate.

2021/108/01	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages 
Zoom meeting had been held with Neil Snowdon of County Council and Northumbria Police Sergeant Kate Benson, along 
with site meeting held outside of the school. A detailed account of the meetings had been compiled by Cllr SJ Heminsley, 
and displayed in current Stanegate and Parish Council web-site, including actions agreed in broad terms.  County 
Council to consult with school staff.  The Parish Council need to be clear which areas to follow up on.  The 
community speedwatch volunteer scheme to be resurrected, and an article would be placed in Stanegate. ACTION: 
County Cllr to seek update on proposals.  Cllr SJ Heminsley to follow up with Sergeant Kate Benson regarding 
obtaining  expressions of interest in volunteering, and article to be placed in Stanegate. Speed surveys, along with 
possibly a camera survey to be implemented by County Council, however there is a long waiting list for this.  Police were 
to visit the parish occasionally for random speed checks.  County Cllr reported the nameplate signage on North Bank 
buried in the hedge and the dirty Give Way sign at the crossroads in the centre of Fourstones were to be actioned by 
County Council.

2021/108/02	Litter bin, layby to west of Warden level crossing
County Council had not yet advised whether they had the equipment to install a bin correctly in the layby, however it 
was agreed to keep the item on the agenda. ACTION: Clerk to forward details of previous correspondence  to County 
Cllr.

2021/108/03	Footpath clearance works/hedgerow obstructions, including Broadway to East Fourstones; to 
Discuss volunteers carrying out clearance works 
No response had been received from County Council Officer Tim Fish regarding confirmation of whose responsibility it is 
for clearance works, Broadway to East Fourstones, however it was understood to be County Council.  Private hedges 
were overhanging and starting to bulge on narrow footpaths.  ACTION: Clerk to chase up with County Council.  

2021/108/04	To receive update on proposed village signage - costs for stone signage and additional signage 
requested
County Council had advised “Welcome to Fourstones, please drive carefully,” signage outside of the 30mph zone cannot 
be permitted as it would be in effect a duplicate sign and the recently installed signage is considered appropriate for the 
location.  In principle the County Council would give permission for stone signage but would need details of size and 
locations.  New sign East of Fourstones to be reduced and to be wooden gateway type; signage at the West to be 
installed in due course, along with signage at High Warden.  Proposed stones to be located West of papermill 
and south of Warden Bridge.  Two types of stone had been identified, being 3foot 6” wide, 2foot 6” high, 0.5tonne each.  
Border Stones at Haltwhistle could  install, at an approximate cost of £60/stone for skimming, and Patrick Ward could 
install for £350 in total.  Price for lettering to be sought.  The stones themselves would cost £200, and total cost for 
signage would be approximately £1,000.  ACTION: Cllr S Robson to confirm exact locations for stone signage.  Cllr SJ 
Heminsley to speak to landowner (action from previous meeting).  Cllr D Bowman to secure exact costings for 
approval at January Parish Council meeting.  Clerk to contact Hexham Town Council regarding signage which would be 
located just outside of the Warden parish.

2021/108/05	Update on blocked gullies/maintenance schedule for the Mossy
County Council had advised the gulley cleansing machinery would be in the parish mid-September, and the Mossy would 
be actioned on an annual basis.  Comments had been received from litter pickers of further blocked drains, which Clerk 
had reported to County Council.  ACTION: County Cllr to chase up with County Council.   

2021/108/06	To report signage east of Paper Mill requiring replacing
Road signage east of Paper Mill required replacing.  ACTION: Clerk to re-report.

2021/108/07	To consider road sinkage at fire hydrant, top of store bank
Road sinking in the location opposite the fire hydrant.  ACTION: Clerk to report to County Council.

2021/108/08	To receive update on seat relocation at St Aidan’s
Seat had been relocated.

2021/109	Planning 
2021/109/01	Planning Applications received:
No planning applications had been received.

2021/109/02	Notice of Planning application approved:
No notice of planning application approval had been received.

2021/110	Reports 
2021/110/01	Town Hall
Nothing to report.

2021/110/02	Northumberland County Council
Complaint had been received about Low Warden not having a garden waste collection, with County Council to carry out a review, and parishioners invited to register their interest in the service.  A parishioner had polled residents regarding a communal compost heap with five persons showing interest, which was not enough at the present time.  Street lighting consultation at Butt Bank would not go ahead as the three lamps were not suitable for motion sensors.   There was interest in re-opening of Fourstones railway station, however advice had been received this will never happen, further to a feasibility study.     County Council working on bus service improvement plan, with Use It or Lose It campaign to be run.  Cllr J Martin had attended the North East bus stakeholder forum in September, and the intention is to make bus services available to everyone, everywhere, however in the North East a survey had found only 5% of the population use buses.  Slow road markings and pedestrian road warning signage for Mossy included in County Cllr Local Transport Plan requests 2022-2023.  Climate Action Newbrough & Fourstones were looking at  ways to make it safer to walk and cycle between the two villages and Warden, and researching the possibility of creating a greenway on the North side of the Mossy, with the assistance of Tim Fish at the County Council.   Environment Agency to respond to the planning applicant regarding drainage issues with the Frankham Quarry proposals.  Environment Agency had offered to put handrail on steps on the flood bank at Warden bridge, with area to be clarified.  If a climate emergency were declared by a Parish Council it would show leadership, but the Council could be held to account.  A set of standards/charter/set of values would need signed up to, otherwise it would just be words.  Cllr Robson would be in favour of proposing a climate emergency, and the Council should be leading on the issue.  ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to carry out resident consultation on the Parish Council declaring a climate emergency, with proposal to be considered at January meeting. 

2021/110/03	Cricket Club
Nothing to report.

2021/111	Financial Matters
2021/111/01	Payments due: Turfcare – cricket club pitch works - £237.00 (50% of cost) Procut Grounds Maintenance – grasscutting, cricket club - £72.00; C Miller – September, October Salary - £464.70; Expenses - £36.81; HMRC –£ 12.40;
B Gustard - £320; D H Charlton  - £320; Royal British Legion - £50.00.  It was resolved to approve the payments.

2021/111/02	To receive update on BACS payment method
HSBC to forward further electronic application form and were unable to explain why the second application had been rejected. 

2021/111/03	Gas testing of Millennium Wheel burners
Plumbing and Heating Engineer had confirmed they could carry out testing, however the current flexible pipe was not legal, with quotation awaited for works.  Cllr D Liddle suggested using a solar power system.  A further option would be green  bio LPG, which would lower emissions.  ACTION: County Cllr to provide further details on bio LPG.     

2021/111/04	To consider solar powered lighting around the Beacon basket
Cllr D Liddle provided pictures of solar powered lighting.  ACTION: Cllr D Liddle to provide further details for discussion at January meeting.    Currently there is a large Rowan tree infront of the beacon which impedes visibility.

2021/111/05	To consider grant requests 

	ORGANISATION
	REASON
	AMOUNT REQUESTED

	Friends of Newbrough School PTA
	To fund development projects in the school grounds, particularly a wooden fence around the pond
	Cllr SJ Heminsley declared an interest.  It was resolved to grant £250 under Section 137.

	Sport Tynedale
	General running costs
	It was resolved to grant £60

	
	
	

	GRANTS AWARDED YE 31/3/21
	
	

	Stanegate
	Production costs
	£600

	St Michaels Warden
	Grounds maintenance
	£950

	Great North Air Ambulance
	General running costs
	£60

	Northumberland Age UK
	General running costs
	£60

	Sport Tynedale
	General running costs
	£60

	Core Music
	General running costs
	£60

	Tynedale Hospice at Home
	General running costs
	£120

	Citizens Advice Northumberland
	General running costs
	£60



2021/111/06	To consider first draft of budget and precept requirements 2022-2023
First draft of budget and precept requirements for 2022-23 considered, with Clerk advising precept should be retained at the current level of £9250.

2021/111/07	To consider Section 106 funding available for the parish
County Cllr had been asked if he would support a large sum of Section 106 funding for the Cricket Club and had confirmed agreement.

2021/112	The Railway Inn
[bookmark: _GoBack]It appeared there was an impasse between the landowner and the Fourstones Community Ventures Group, with no resolution anticipated.  There had been genuine purchasers, however the landowner was unwilling to sell the building with inclusion of the car park.  The pub was now becoming derelict and an eyesore. The Parish Council had written to the new owner asking his intentions, however the question remained unanswered, and concern was expressed whether removing the car park from the proposed sale was contrary to the Registration of Community Asset legislation.  ACTION: Landowner to be contacted to ascertain their plans; Clerk to contact Iain Hedley of the County Council regarding a Community Asset being split up (ie the car park); and to report the building is becoming a derelict eyesore.            

2021/113	Climate Change Group – to receive update
Group were discussing a cycle path. Tree planting had been carried out.  Global Climate Action Day 6/11/21, with event to be held.  15 community climate champions had been appointed by County Council, with an on-line tool for future community champions to be made available.  County Council were recruiting additional staff to deal with Climate Change, and a County Council Officer was offering to calculate a parishes carbon footprint, which the Climate Action Group could be involved with, along with the Parish Council.  The County Council were to ascertain the carbon footprint of Northumberland.  ACTION: County Cllr to look further into County Council ascertaining Northumberlands footprint.     

2021/114	To consider 70 year Queen Elizabeth celebrations June 2022
A celebratory event would be held.  ACTION: Clerk to forward national guidelines to Cllr Robson and ask Newbrough Parish Council if they wish to join in with the celebrations.  

2021/115	Invitation for County Council Cabinet Member to meet with Parish Council
Clerk had confirmed the Parish Council wished to meet as soon as possible with a cabinet member to discuss re-generation, however the Bordlerlands Regeneration Funding scheme which had been allocated substantial funding for Northumberland was aimed at Town’s, therefore the matter would not be furthered at the present time.

2021/116	Playlist for Life – free resources for people with dementia and their families
Playlist for life were an award-winning music and dementia charity who could provide free packs to share with people living with dementia or their carers.  ACTION: Article to be placed in Stanegate

2021/117	Northumberland County Council – Statement of licensing policy consultation
There were no issues which the Parish Council wished to comment on.

2021/118	To receive items for next meeting 
Residents had concerns about an increase in traffic on Eastfourstones Lane with a proposal to make it one-way.  
Residents had requested a seat at Crossgates looking over the river which could be of recyclable material, however landowner would need to give permission.

2021/119	Date and Time of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 3rd January 2022 


	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Allotments
	Cllr WJ Foot to research options for water pump

	Bottle bank
	County Cllr to contact County Council regarding ongoing concerns with lack of emptying of bottle banks

	Volunteers for footpath clearance works
	Cllr J Martin to compile article for February Stanegate

	Speeding traffic
	County Cllr to seek update on County Council proposals; Cllr SJ Heminsley to contact Police Sergeant Kate Benson regarding obtaining expressions of interest for volunteer speedwatch scheme with article to be placed in Stanegate

	Litter bin, layby west of level crossing
	Clerk to forward historical email request to County Cllr

	Clearance works, footpath, Broadway to East Fourstones
	Clerk to contact T Fish, County Council to confirm who is responsible for clearance works

	Replacement village signage
	Cllr S Robson to confirm exact location for stone signage; Cllr SJ Heminsley to speak to landowner for permission for stone signage; Cllr D Bowman to secure exact costings for stone signage; Clerk to inform Hexham Town Council signage would be located just outside of Warden parish

	Road signage in need of replacing, east of Paper Mill
	Clerk to report to County Council 

	Road sinkage, top of store Bank
	Clerk to report to County Council

	Climate Emergency
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to undertake parishioner consultation; Clerk to add agenda item for next meeting to consider the Parish Council declare a climate emergency

	Millennium wheel burners/lighting of beacon
	County Cllr to provide details of green bio LPG
Cllr D Liddle to provide details of solar powered lighting

	Railway Inn
	Clerk to contact landowner to ascertain their plans for the building; Clerk to contact County Council regarding a community asset being split up and to report the building is becoming a derelict eyesore

	Queen Elizabeth Platinum celebrations
	Clerk to forward national guidelines on celebrating and ask Newbrough PC if they wish to be involved

	Playlist for Life – free resources for people with dementia and their families
	Clerk to forward information to Cllr S Robson for inclusion in Stanegate

	Items for next agenda
	Request for one-way traffic flow on Eastfourstones Lane
Request for seat at Crossgates



The meeting closed at 910pm.
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