
Minutes for the  
Meeting of Embleton Parish Council 

 

Monday 22nd November 2021 at 7.00pm 

. 
 
Chair:  Terry Howells 
 
Present: Raymond Carss, Andrew Chillingsworth, Karen Greenhoff, John Young, Ray Imeson, 

David Cooper, Monica Cornall, County Councillor Wendy Pattison.  
 
Attendees:  1 x members of the public. 
 
Clerk:   Parish Council Clerk 
 
150. Declaration of Interests. None  

 
151. Apologies for Absence. Richard Manners, James Robertson 

 
152. Confirmation of Minutes. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 25th October2021 were approved as a true record. 
Proposed Cllr Cooper Seconded Cllr Chillingsworth  
 

153. Matters arising from Minutes of last Meeting. 

• Embleton Bonfire, Firework Display and Insurance. The event took place and was successful. 
The Parish Council confirmed that this event is organised by the PC.  

• Christmas trees Christon Bank and Embleton, both trees are in situ and a donation was 
gratefully received towards the tree at Christon Bank. 

• Tree Safety Management, a large-scale map has been obtained and all trees owned by the 
Parish Council will be recorded. Cllr Imeson will assess the sports field. The Quarry Committee 
will assess the trees on the quarry site and Bolton Terrace needs to be checked. The PC has 
registered interest in owning the triangle of land at the top of Front Street and Christon Bank 
well and will continue to maintain these sites.  

• Rennington Parish Boundary, The PC will write to Rennington again.  

• Defibrillators Buddy System, The Doctor’s surgery is in the process of developing a telephone 
tree for defibrillator contacts, they will also be rolling out training on how to use the 
defibrillators. Cllr Cooper will identify who the existing trained persons are. 

 
154. County Councillor’s Report. See attached report.  

In addition to the report Cllr Pattison informed the PC that subject to final approval in January 

2022 by the Secretary of State, work will start in Summer 2022 to dual the A1. The work will 

start in unison at both ends of the A1 at Morpeth and at Ellingham. Cllr Pattison also 

highlighted the work that Northumberland Communities Together is doing. The scheme was 

introduced to help throughout the Covid crisis and since then it has gone from strength to 

strength. They offer support for people regarding financial circumstances, winter bills, 

loneliness, mental health and domestic abuse. The service is available 7 days a week from 9am 

to 6pm. 



 

 

155. Relocation of Embleton 30mph signs 
The Chairman wrote to NCC regarding the signs asking for advice on how to gain permission 
to re-locate the signs. To date NCC still has not replied. The PC will contact NCC again.  
 

156. Sea Lane Parking and Parking Solutions for Embleton Village. 
The Parish Council agreed to write to NCC asking that the double yellow lines at the entrance 
to the track leading to the farm be extended by ten metres westward (uphill) on both sides of 
Sea Lane. 
Concerns were also raised regarding parking on Sunnybrae as this is proving to be hazardous. 
The PC will write to the owner occupiers of Sunnybrae requesting that they park in their own 
parking spaces or elsewhere and not on the roadside.  

 
157. 2022/2023 Precept. 

Last year the PC agreed to reduce the precept by 75% to help households affected by covid. 
Considering this the PC agreed that the precept for 2022/23 should be kept as low as possible 
but that £10.000 was required for it to operate correctly. An article will be placed in the 
Winston Times with further information regarding the precept. 

 
158. Christon Bank Methodist Church Land Registry 

The Chair reported that on November 16th he and Vice Chair met with the Reverent Kim Hurst 
(Superintendent Minister Lindisfarne Methodist Circuit), Mr Rob Young (Senior Stewart of 
Christon Bank Church) and Mr David Stabler (Newcastle Methodist District Property Secretary) 
to discuss the ownership of the land associated with Christon Bank Primitive Methodist 
Church. 
Mr Stabler (DS) explained that in 1891 Sir Edward Grey offered a piece of land to Theophilus 
Moor and James Young on which to build a church. This was basically a ‘gentleman’s 
agreement’ and does not appear to be supported by any extant paperwork. Two years later 
(after the construction of the building) the land was formally sold to the Methodist Church for 
a sum of five shillings (25p). The Church in this case being defined as a Trust with Trustees 
who were a mix of current and new members. The original transfer deed was available for 
inspection, photographs were taken, and a scanned copy offered. This document has been 
transcribed at some time making it easily legible and the transcription was photographed, and 
a scanned copy offered. This land is not currently registered with the Land Registry but may 
be in the coming year. 
In about 2000 various land transfers were enacted in Christon Bank, the important one to this 
investigation being the sale of extra land around the church to the Methodist Church to form 
a car park. The land was sold by the Falloden Estate for one pound and this piece of land is 
registered with the Land Registry. 
Almost all land originally owned by individual Primitive Methodist Churches is now owned by 
the central Church body. This is common practice for organisations of this type, so that 
whatever may happen to the current local trustees, the building remains in the ownership of 
the Central Church Authorities. 
The PC representatives enquired as to the future of the building and site and were told that 
as of now no discussions had taken place regarding this. It was however pointed out that the 
church at Millfield had closed and that the Glendale Trust, Millfield Parish Council and the 
Church were seeking ways to retain the building as a Community Centre. With falling 
congregations being suffered by many churches of different denominations it is likely that 



some will close and it is important that our Parish Council remain in contact with the 
Methodist Church in an endeavour to ensure the continued life of the church building. 
 

159. Tendering 
A question was raised regarding the tendering process for the works carried out at the quarry. 
The PC confirmed that quotes in line with the PC Standing Orders were always required before 
any work is allocated. It was agreed that in the future all tenders over £500.00 will pass 
through the PC. Cllr Cooper will draw up a checklist for all future tenders.  
 

160. Dog Control Orders 
There are ongoing issues with dog owners allowing their dogs to walk across farmland not on 
leads. This can pose a serious threat to livestock in particular pregnant ewes and new born 
lambs. It was agreed that members of the public should be made aware of where the public 
rights of way and public footpaths are. The PC can apply for a Dog Control Order. It was agreed 
to invite the NCC Dog Warden to the next PC meeting.  
 

161. Embleton Parish Council Land Ownership. 
The Chairman has begun to draw up a list mapping the land owned by the PC however further 
work is still required.  
 

162. Temporary Closure of Station Road Embleton 
Station Road Embleton will be closed between 22nd November and 4th December. The PC has 
been asked for details of access arrangements since some elderly residents need daily 
deliveries and other properties are in frequent use. The PC has contacted NCC for further 
information.  
 

163. Playing Field ASB 
The PC has contacted the local Community Police Officer regarding concerns of ASB on the 
playing fields. The Police Officer confirmed that patrols in the area will be upped. The Officer 
also stated that she will be happy to attend the next PC meeting and will forward any relevant 
reports to the Clerk. 

 
164. Freedom of the Parish 

The PC can now award Freedom of the Parish, there have been 2 nominations received 
however there does not appear to be any guidance on this. The PC will contact NALC to 
enquire if they can provide guidance. Alternatively, the PC could write its own criteria. The 
matter will be deferred to the next PC meeting.  
 

165. Playpark Inspections and Car Parking 
The monthly check has been completed the latch on the gate needs repairing and the wall at 
the entrance needs repairing.  
 

166. Embleton Joint Burial Committee (EJBC) 
The EJBC has agreed to the erection of a stock proof wire fence across the western end of the 
cemetery to prevent further cattle access. Quotations are being sought. Other work on tree 
removal and wall rebuilding will be considered at the next meeting. 
An independent review of the EJBC ‘s decision to refuse to release copies of correspondence 
between the EJBC and NALC regarding complaints relating to the creation of a garden for 
Gateway Cottage has been commissioned. This is necessary as the complainant has challenged 
the decision through the Freedom of Information Commissioners. 



The viability of engaging the NCC Memorial Compliance Officer to undertake a full assessment 
of memorials (gravestones) with regards to their safety has been considered and it was 
concluded that this was necessary with a view to Health & Safety in the cemetery. The cost 
will be approximately £1550. 

 
167. Embleton Quarry Committee and Quarry House Acquisition. 

The Stargazing evening held on November 6th was a great success with over 100 people 
present. Attendees had the opportunity to view Saturn and Venus through telescopes 
belonging to NASTRO members and some also viewed the Milky Way from the quarry whilst 
listening to an explanatory talk. 
On November 8th a meeting was held with NCC and AONB about the quarry Dark Sky Site. The 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss how the light pollution coming from local streetlights 
adjacent to the quarry could be reduced. A number of options were discussed, lowering the 
height of lights from 6m to 5m, changing LED types to lower lumens/warmer tone, shielding 
certain lights, motion activated lights, introducing switch off times, solar powered units with 
lower outputs etc. 
Unfortunately, nothing can be done immediately because the streetlights in both Whinstone 
View and Creighton Place (the main road lights) remain un-adopted by NCC. However, it 
appears that they’ve now realised the streetlights should have been adopted years ago and 
something may happen quickly. 
The dipping platform is now complete and open and work to develop the outdoor classroom 
continues whilst the building of two plinths for the new signage has been contracted out. 
The legal paperwork associated with the land and house transfer to the Parish Council is with 
our solicitors and it is hoped that the transfer can be completed during December. 
 
 

168. Meeting Reports 
None 
 

169. Emails received/ Correspondence. 
None 
 

170. Financial Matters.  
 

22/11/2021 
Account Balances @ 09/11/2021 

EPC £ 40,760.35 

EJBC £7,405.24 

Quarry £21,610.38 

 

Spent & Received since 25/10/21 

RFO Wages & Expenses (September) -£119.17 BP 

Clerk Wages & Expenses (September) -£222.61 BP 

PAYE (Clerk September) -£53.00 BP 

Galactic Fireworks - Display -£1294.15 BP 

Blink Bonny Fireworks - donation -£200.00 CHQ 

Natural History Grant for Quarry -£2000.00 TFR 

Poppy Wreath -£21.99 DEB 
Defibrillator Pads-Wel Medical -£43.20 DEB 

Christmas Tree Contribution +£0.00 CHQ 



Rate Relief Contribution – 3 Longstone Villas +£100.00 FPI 
Rate Relief Contribution – 1 Front Street +£50.00 FPI 
Rate Relief Contribution – West End Cottage +£50.00 FPI 
Quakers Row Rent Instalment 2 2021-22 +£70.00 CASH 
Vice-Chair Expenses-Cherry tree -£95.98 BP 
Zurich Insurance-Firework Display Cover 20211105 -£213.00 BP 

 
Payments Required  

RFO Wages & Expenses (October) -£127.04 BP 

PAYE (RFO September & October) -£61.11 BP 

Clerk Wages & Expenses (October) -£192.97 BP 

PAYE (Clerk October) -£47.60 BP 

Chairman Expenses for Signage and Ink -£176.80 BP 

Creighton Hall Room Hire – EPC 25/10 £15, AONB 6/11 £22 -£37.00 BP 
 
 
171. Planning Matters. 

Planning Consultation 21/04133/FUL Land North of North farm proposed demolition and 
rebuild out outbuilding. (R Manners)  
PC agreed to support the application on the proviso that the new building complies with the 
dimensions shown on the application. 
Planning Consultation 21/03846/FUL  1-2 Front Street Embleton Proposed single storey 
extension to rear of property (Catherine Hirst) 
The PC requires further information from NCC regarding the covenant placed on the land and 
the rights of way at the rear of the property. Further information will be requested from NCC. 

 
172. Agenda Items for Next Meeting. 

 
173. Time, Date and Venue of Next Meeting. 

Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 24th January 2022, Venue TBC. 
 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR WENDY PATTISON 

EMBLETON PARISH 
county councillor report 

 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR WENDY PATTISON 



wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk – Tel. 07779 983072 and 
on Facebook – Cllr Wendy Pattison 
EMBLETON PARISH  
I wanted to include the following information which is from the Social Farms and 
Gardens Website and are a charity based organisation amongst others in the 
Country which support a supervised, structured programme of farm-related activity 
for people with a defined need.  

WHAT IS CARE FARMING? 

Care farming means the therapeutic use of farming practices. It's sometimes called 
social farming.  

Care farming sits amongst other nature-based therapies that are collectively 
called 'green care'. Green care means structured nature programmes for people with 
a defined need to benefit health, social care or education outcomes. 

Social Farms & Gardens is a founding member of the Green Care Coalition. The 
coalition represents green care providers in the UK and promotes green care as 
effective option for health and social care.   

People attend care farms for different reasons. It can be for health and social 
care, dementia, mental health and wellbeing, rehabilitation or a specialist 
education programme. 

There are around 300 care farms of all shapes and sizes right across the UK 
providing care places. Care farms can look very different from each other and are as 
diverse as the people that they support.  

One thing all care farms have is common is providing a supervised, structured 
programme of farm-related activity for people with a defined need. Care is bespoke, 
person-centred and focused on the individual. 

What is unique, is that care farming activity has a real purpose behind it. People are 
able to make a meaningful contribution to the running of a farm. This might be 
through animal care, growing crops and vegetables, horticulture or land 
management. 

People who commission care services are increasingly recognising the benefits of 
care farming.  

Care farms:  

• Deliver health care, social care or specialist educational services for 
individuals from one or a range of vulnerable groups of people 

• Provide a programme of farming-related activities for individuals with a 
defined need 

• Provide supervised, structured, bespoke care services on a regular basis for 
service users 

• Are commissioned to provide services by a range of referral agencies  
• Deliver services for adults, young people and children 

mailto:wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk
https://greencarecoalition.org.uk/
https://www.farmgarden.org.uk/knowledge-base/article/what-care-farming-health-and-social-care
https://www.farmgarden.org.uk/knowledge-base/article/what-care-farming-health-and-social-care
https://www.farmgarden.org.uk/knowledge-base/article/what-care-farming-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.farmgarden.org.uk/care-farming-education
https://www.farmgarden.org.uk/care-farming-education


Social Farms & Gardens is a UK wide charity supporting communities to farm, 
garden and grow together.   

UK & Head Office  

Head Office: 
The GreenHouse, Hereford Street, Bristol BS3 4NA 
Tel: 0117 923 1800 
Email: admin@farmgarden.org.uk 

GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR COMMUNITY LED 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING   
 A fund that is available to assist community led affordable housing schemes across 
the county is reaping real results for local people, and there is still money left in the 
pot to support similar community projects.  
 The homes can either be new build or existing properties that are to be 
refurbished and funding is available for design work, construction costs and project 
management.  

 
 

The money is provided by Northumberland County Council from its Community 
Housing Fund, which was allocated to the council from Government to 
help community organisations  deliver affordable housing.  
 The council secured an allocation of £1.3m from the national fund which is paying 
for a dedicated community housing officer to provide advice and support, with further 
funding being provided to fund Communities CAN (North East) Ltd.  Together, the 
council and Communities CAN are working together to help those wishing to set up 
an affordable housing scheme, as well as contributing towards the delivery of 
affordable housing projects.  
This community-led housing fund aims to support local people to play a leading role 
in solving local housing problems and increase the number of long-term affordable 
homes in their community.  What has been particularly pleasing to see in 
Northumberland is that some of the recent schemes have helped to refurbish and 
maintain old heritage buildings in rural communities, bringing them back to life so 
they can help address an important housing need in their local communities. 
Community schemes that have benefited from the fund so far 
include Haltwhistle Partnership, Embleton Parish Council, The Glendale Gateway 
Trust and Corbridge Parish Council    
Community groups which would like more information about community led housing 
can contact Linda Lacy, Community Housing 
Officer at email linda.lacy@northumberland.gov.uk  

mailto:admin@farmgarden.org.uk
mailto:linda.lacy@northumberland.gov.uk


PLAY NORTHUMBERLAND LOTTERY 

AND SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY 

WITH A FUNDRAISING LOTTERY. 
At least 60% from each ticket sold goes to support Northumberland, and there’s a 
chance to win the £25,000 jackpot every week! 

Northumberland Lottery was created in 2020 by Northumberland County Council. 

Set up to support community projects in the local area, Northumberland Lottery 
operates on the principle of raising money within the community for the community. 
We empower local good causes to raise money in a fun and effective way. 

In a time of shrinking budgets and increased community need, Northumberland 
Lottery enables people to support the causes they care most about, helping good 
causes to connect with their supporters. 

A ticket for Northumberland Lottery costs £1 a week and 60p will go directly to good 
causes! 

 

ARE YOU A GOOD CAUSE LOOKING 

FOR A WAY TO RAISE FUNDS ONLINE? 

You can start raising funds for your cause with Northumberland Lottery. It's a no risk 
option because it's absolutely free to set up! We take a small percentage from every 
ticket sold to cover the costs of running the lottery. 

With just 50 tickets a week you can raise £1,300 every year. Tickets are £1 a week 
with a top prize of £25,000! 

CAN WE HELP? 

9am - 5:30pm Mon - Fri (ex Bank Holidays) 

CALL US 

01670 234230 

EMAIL US 

support@northumberlandlottery.co.uk 

Playing the lottery 
Northumberland Lottery is an exciting weekly lottery that raises money for good 
causes in Northumberland. All good causes supported by the lottery will benefit 
Northumberland and its residents. 

tel:+441670234230
mailto:support@northumberlandlottery.co.uk


Play the lottery, support Northumberland - it’s that simple! 

Tickets for the lottery cost just £1 a week. Each ticket has a 1 in 50 chance to win a 
prize each week, with a top prize of £25,000! That’s a better chance of winning than 
the National Lottery or the Health Lottery. 

Each ticket has six numbers and each number is between 0 and 9. There will be a 
draw every Saturday night when a six digit winning combination will be picked. 
Prizes will be given to players with tickets that match the first or last 2 to 6 numbers 
from the winning combination. Match all six and you win the jackpot! 

YOUR LOCAL GOOD CAUSES 

The lottery and its prizes are our way of putting the fun in fundraising. The real 
winners are the good causes. From every £1 ticket sold 60p will go to good causes 
in Northumberland. To put this in perspective when you play the National Lottery 
25% goes to good causes – we’ve more than doubled the ticket percentage that 
goes to good causes. 

Even better, you can choose which good cause gets 50p of the 60p (the remaining 
10p will be distributed to other local good causes). 

The draw will take place every Saturday night with results posted on our website, 
Facebook and Twitter. Winners will be advised directly, so if you don’t have the time 
to check who’s won, we’ll let you know. 

Signing up is FREE and takes less than a minute. Once signed up we will: 

• Build your good cause page on the Northumberland Lottery website. 
• Provide you with personalised marketing materials to send out to your 

supporters and local community. 
• Support you with guides, tips, email and phone assistance. 

You will receive 50% of all ticket sales from supporters that sign up on your page. 
Your funds will be transferred into your bank account every month. 

WHAT’S THE CATCH? 

There isn’t one. No set-up fees, no administration, no hassle. All you need to do is 
shout about Northumberland Lottery to your supporters and community. 

CAN I JOIN? 

Any good cause operating within Northumberland can apply*,  

• Weekly updates on the progress of the lottery and the supporters who’ve 
chosen to support you. 

• Regularly updated and personalised marketing materials. 
• Access to an online dashboard so you can see real time statistics on 

supporters who’ve chosen to support you. 



• A monthly payment of your funds direct to your bank account with an 
accompanying report. 

 

 
 


