
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 13th September 2021 at 7.00pm
Present:
 Cllrs Woodcock (Chair), Marshall, Hudson, Maidwell & Skelly, County Cllr Waddell, 8 residents (in part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
Cllr Woodcock welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked if there were any matters to raise. One resident expressed concerns about the recent activity on a plot of land, on the main road towards the A69, just north of Benlow House & Greengates. County Cllr Waddell has already been asked to make enquiries and she reported that unfortunately to date, has no update but she was attending a meeting tomorrow (14th) for Tynedale Local Area Council, and will raise it with the relevant department. The Clerk has also submitted a breach of planning permission to County Council. It was agreed that the situation be monitored very closely as it appeared that land was being prepared for a self-build.

2072:  Apologies for Absence: None
2073:  To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2021: Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and signed.

2074:  Declaration of interest if any: Cllr Hudson declared an interest in item 2077 (iv).

2075:  County Councillors Report: Cllr Waddell confirmed she will raise various issues with local services at the scheduled meeting. This included the above and a query received from a resident about the performance of Northumberland County Council with regards weed killers and wildlife impact in comparison with councils nationally. A resident asked about state of drains and weeds – Cllr Waddell replied that some areas are on schedule but staffing numbers are reduced. A second resident commented that he had seen the drain tanker in Ovington recently.
County Cllr Waddell left the meeting at 7.15pm.

2076: Matters arising:

a) Overdene: An application for planning to erect stables, hay store & tack room had been received to which the Parish Council had already submitted comments. No caravans were on the field in question but some were located by the chalets.
b) Dogs on the green: Cllr Woodcock felt that dog fouling was more or less under control but accepted some dogs were off their leash when children were playing. A dog charter is in the process of being adopted and he noted other Councils were having similar issues with dog fouling. The cost of fencing will be considered but the green was a facility for everyone. Cllr Maidwell felt that education was the way forward and working with the community. He is advocating the Green Dog Walker scheme as a village code of good practice and hopes to set up with the newly formed Community Group.
c)   Wildlife Surveys: Cllr Hudson gave the background to the surveys she was conducting and which included Ovingham. She was hoping for more volunteers as this would help obtain a better picture of wildlife which covered areas including riverside, gardens and woodland. It also helps outside groups in monitoring of the country as a whole.
d)   Memorial Tree(s) on Joiners Bank: A bench has been donated by a resident which is now in place and trees which have been planted will now be used as part of the village tree planting project.
e)    Trees – next steps: Cllr Hudson was organising a planting session for November as more trees were arriving. Ongoing maintenance was proving a problem and she hoped that a designated group of volunteers can be set up to take responsibility. However, she also expressed concerns that this could involve too much work and hoped to approach a qualified person for initial advice. She will get in touch with the company who produced the original survey of trees in the village. The Clerk confirmed there was £500 allocated from this year’s budget. Outside funding may also be available. Cllr Maidwell also expressed thanks to Fred Swindale for all his recent work clearing around trees which were planted earlier this year.
2077: Planning Applications: 
21/00629/FUL – 45 Springfield – construction of lean-to extension to rear – Granted
21/02159/FUL – Partnership Field, Overdene – erection of stables, hay store and tack room – no objections
21/03114/FUL – 1 Greenrising – single storey extension to front – no objections

21/02834/FUL – West End Cottage – construction of summer house – no objections
21/03472/COU – Land north of Wellburn Court – change of use from agricultural land to residential
Cllr Hudson remarked that the last application, for change of use, was to extend the applicant’s garden. She proposed no objections which was agreed.
2078: Expenditure authorisation:            

B Woodcock (newsletter & litter pickers)


£39.45

F Swindale (millennium garden maintenance)


£375.00

Ovington Social Club (room hire 13/9)



£12.00

The Clerk advised an invoice will be received shortly for the recently carried out inspection of the play areas and will be approximately £170 – approved.

2079: Local Transport Plan 2022-2023: Proposals for inclusion in the LTP were again
forthcoming. Despite feedback from last years 3 proposals, it was unanimously agreed that once again the same three will be submitted together with more detailed information as to why they should be considered. These were for increased visibility on the blind bend on the road to Ovingham; improve access to/from the A69 including a request to prevent U-turns using the existing bus stop and request for footpath with cycle provision.
2080: To note conclusion of audit 2020-2021: Duly noted – no issues have been raised.
2081: To adopt Code of Conduct for dogs: Cllr Maidwell referred to the Green Dog walkers 

Scheme (NCC) which he felt was the way forward. He was confident that the code will be 

supported by the Community Group and he also suggested that it includes other areas of the 

village including Joiners Bank and the fields by the Social Club. Cllr Maidwell was happy to 

lead the project and hopefully it will be able to identify those individuals who chose to ignore 

it and they will be targeted for educating. A new Community Group has just been assembled 

so, Cllr Maidwell will raise it at their next meeting in October and then at the next meeting of 

the Parish Council in November.
2082: Village Environment: Cllr Woodcock has reported the street light fault at the back of 
Greenrising. Weeds especially those on the green by Burnside will be reported (Karbon). An 

oak tree on Joiners Bank needed moving to a more suitable position. Cllr Maidwell was 

concerned that following the recent opening of a fast-food facility in Prudhoe, more litter will 

be thrown out of vehicles and asked the Council to be on the lookout for such incidents. 
2083: Committee Reports: None submitted.
2084: Correspondence:

a) NCC-Climate Emergency Declaration: Comments were requested before the end of the month. Cllr Woodcock noted there is a talk scheduled for 6th October. Cllr Skelly will attend (At Newton Village Hall). 
b) NALC – member councillor census -Cllrs Woodcock, Hudson & Maidwell had completed this – Cllrs Marshall & Skelly will do shortly.
c) NCC – free tree giveaway: ​see above re Trees next steps
d) Proposal to set up separate management group for Joiners Bank maintenance: There is already a group of volunteers who do much of the required work. Some maintenance needs tackling by suitably qualified persons including the willow Structure and also advice from a tree surgeon. A resident put forward a name and he will contact her.
2085: Next Meeting:  The date of next the meeting was confirmed as Monday 8th November and 10th January 2022 at 7pm in the Social Club.
2086: Any other business as admitted urgent by the chair: The Clerk had just circulated the annual inspection report for play equipment. Two issues had been raised as “moderate risk” – disabled access was not satisfactory via the gates. A resident will look at it. The new basket swing did not give the legally required clearance. The Clerk will contact Kompan who installed the equipment. All other areas were classed as either low, or very low risk.

Cllr Woodcock had received a request for help from a resident, present at the meeting, about ascertaining the position and ownership of a small piece of land at the top of Dene Terrace which traditionally has been referred to as No Mans Land. It was agreed that enquiries will be made on the residents’ behalf.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
13/09/2021

