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Present Cllr J Blackett-Ord 
Cllr A Johnston 
Cllr O Norris 

Cllr J Johnston 
Cllr J Cousin 

Cllr I Hutchinson – County 
Susan Saunders - Clerk 

27/21 Apologies for absence – Cllr A Dale 
28/21 Declarations of Interest  

The chair reminded councillors to declare their interests at the appropriate time and declared an 
interest himself in any Whitfield Estate and church matters that may arise.  
Cllr Hutchinson declared an interest in planning. 

29/21 Public Questions  - No Questions 

30/21 Minutes of the meetings to be approved held on:  
Wednesday 12th May 2021  
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Johnston                                        AGREED                                                                                          

31/21 Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda 
Cllr Hutchinson had correspondence from Cassene Hyland, A/Inspector for Neighbourhood Policing  
(Rural) acknowledging the problem with motorcycles. She reports that a speed enforcement van was 
deployed last year but only 2 motorcycles were caught and issued with letters. She has asked for 
more patrols in the area and is liaising with the Cumbria police who have the same issue and will 
also patrol more often. Residents should report when there are problems, and the police will monitor 
them. 
Members stated that the van was there on a Thursday, but it is the weekends that are the worst 
time. 
The potholes at Dodd bank have not been filled. The clerk and Cllr Hutchinson will request again.  
Notice board and seat repair. A quote has been received of £200 for both jobs. The clerk will clarify 
exactly what is involved and suggests just painting the notice board and leaving the opening as it is. 
It was agreed that the timber on the seat will need replacing. 

32/21 Correspondence received since the last council meeting.                                             
• NCC – Love Northumberland Nominations 
• Grant request from Sport Tynedale – informed of the policy. 
• CAN/NALC newsletters 
• Local Plan consultation 
• Neighbourhood Plan newsletter 
• Haydon Bridge Local Plan consultation 

33/21 Planning Applications                       
Town & Country Planning Act 1990 applications can be viewed on-line at:  
publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications 
To be Determined:  
21/01820 – Whitfield School – H&S Improvements – No Objection agreed – to be approved. 

21/02539 – Whitewalls – Minor amendments within curtilage - No Objection agreed – to be approved 
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                        AGREED 

34/21 Haltwhistle & District Burial Committee 

34/21.01 To discuss letter and report received from Paul Foote on behalf of Northumberland County 
Council and agree a response.  
Members were shown comments submitted by HDJBC and agreed with them. They instructed the 
clerk to respond and say that they are in disagreement with Melkridge over the outstanding levies 
and their non-acceptance of the constitution. They would hope that NCC will resolve the matter.  
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Johnston                                        AGREED  
34/21.02   To approve S101 agreement for council work – it was agreed to defer this until such a 
time as it was required. 

35/21 LTP 
The 3 priorities for 21-22 are: 

1. Slow sign painted at Laws Farm – Appropriate measures to warn of the bend are under 
consideration. 
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2. Continuation of widening of C322 –Included.  Notices have gone up recently of work to be 
undertaken. The clerk was asked to clarify what this will entail.  

3. Resurfacing of road from Whitfield village to the school – Included. It is hoped this will be 
undertaken as part of the present works, the clerk to clarify. 

Cllr Hutchinson will clarify the SLOW sign and find out when that may happen. 
Members agreed to keep 2 and 3 on and to add the potholes on Dodd Bank. However, if 2 and 3 are 
definitely inhand, there is time to consider other priorities before the deadline in October. 
PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                     SECONDED Cllr O Norris                                      AGREED 

36/21 Document Retention Policy  
It was agreed to adopt the policy and to send minutes to Woodhorn. The clerk will scan minutes 
before sending. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr O Norris                                        AGREED 

37/21 Reports on Financial and Administration Matters 
37/21.01 Bank Balances & Income and expenditure as at 13th July 2021 - Noted                                    
37/21.02 Bank Reconciliation and Accounts for Payment 9th August 2021  

 
The payments were approved. 
PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                      SECONDED Cllr J Johnston                                        AGREED                             

38/21 Any Other Business 
• The pavements in Whitfield need weedkilling. 
• At the Blacksmith shop there are 2 bushes by the gate that are very overgrown and need 

strimming back. 
• Sycamore roots are growing through Bear’s Bridge which could potentially undermine it. 
• There are large potholes along Unthank Road which need attention. 

Cllr Hutchinson will look into the above. 
• The speed signs are unreliable and registering the incorrect speeds. The clerk will investigate 

and try to organise a repair. 
• The Church would like some Go Slow signs to put out onto the roadside when there are 

funerals and weddings. The clerk will ask Highways if this is feasible. 
39/21 Dates and times of next meetings: 

Parish Council Meeting: Monday 8th November 2021 7.30pm at The Elks Head, Whitfield. 

 


