
Minutes for the  
Meeting of Embleton Parish Council 

 

Monday 27th September 2021 at 7.00pm 

. 
 
Chair:  Terry Howells 
 

Present: Raymond Carss, Andrew Chillingsworth, James Robertson, Karen Greenhoff, John 
Young, Ray Imeson, Monica Cornall, Richard Manners, David Cooper, County 
Councillor Wendy Pattison.  

 

Attendees:  1 x members of the public. 
 
Clerk:   Parish Council Clerk 
 
98. Declaration of Interests. Terry Howells, I Dene View Embleton  

 
99. Apologies for Absence. None 

 
100. Confirmation of Minutes. 

 

• After the following amendments were made the Minutes of the last meeting were approved 
as a true record. 

• Item 95. Planning Matters. 
Councillor Manners requested that the sentence ‘The Chair asked Councillors if they would 

allow Cllr Cornall to speak and the dispensation was granted’ be removed as no vote had 

been taken. 

Councillor Young requested that the sentence, Cllr Young pointed out that Cllr Cornall was 

the originator and a signatory to the Save our Steads petition be added  

 
101. Matters arising from minutes of last Meeting. 

• Sports Field Lease – The lease document will be amended so that the Parish Council Clerk need 
not be named. 

• Dovecote Close fence – Karbon Homes have visited the property and have confirmed that they 
will be taking no further action. 

• Change to the Parish Boundary and Inclusion of further properties - The PC wrote to 
Rennington PC and this matter was put on their July Agenda. The meeting did not take place 
and was rescheduled for August when it was decided that they would not support the 
proposed changes. 

• Bequest From the Estate of the Late Kay Seymour-Walker – Further correspondence has been 
received from the law firm handling the estate. The accounts have been amended and a 
further balancing payment is due to the PC. The law firm requested that the PC approve the 
amendments. The PC has advised the law firm that it cannot approve the amendments as 
correct as it has no knowledge of what has been done with the estate. 

• Local Transport Plan Consultation - Cllr Manners made contact raising the following points. 
A continuing bus service is essential to the rural economy, which is tourism, farming, golf, and 

leisure orientated. Along the coast a lot of people depend on the busses especially the link 



between Embleton, Christon Bank and Alnwick. The small business along coast rely on the bus 

to get staff to and from work, many of the staff are from Alnwick, or people from Embleton 

work in Alnwick. During the summer months the busses are very busy with holiday makers 

who take the bus to a destination then walk back or visa versa. He suggested an increase in 

busses over summer and a decrease over winter, as the coast can be over busy in summer but 

very quiet in winter. 

The big double deck buses are unsuitable for several villages along coast. It would be more 

practical for smaller buses which are lower to ground so they are easier to access, also bike 

storage areas on them would be beneficial as people could take their bikes to a destination 

and bike home. 

• Dunstan Steads Car Park Planning application – The PC has submitted the objection which will 
go before NCC. 

• Garden House Felled Tree – The Conservation Officer has visited the site and confirmed that 
the tree was felled without approval.  

• Christon Bank Cherry Tree – Has been planted.  
 

102. County Councillor’s Report. See attached report.  
In addition to the report Cllr Pattison informed the PC that Embleton was now able to award 

Freeperson status, therefore any person who has contributed significantly to the Community 

may be nominated and awarded the honour as a Freeman or Freewoman of Embleton. 

103. Embleton Traffic Management Plan. 
The lights and signs are now working outside the school.  

 
104. Land Transfer Greyfields Estate  

The land transfer has been added to the Quarry House acquisition. The Public Consultation 
ended on the 16th September 2021 and the PC is awaiting the decision.  
 

105. Footpath Connecting Horsley place and new Development Christon Bank. 
The PC wrote to Highways Planning, and they have replied stating that they are aware of 
Condition 5 in relation to the requirement for footway works. The worded condition and the 
introduction of it to the planning permission were late amendments and as such Highways are 
reviewing the suitability of the condition in accordance with the appropriate planning tests. 
Due to the highway’s constraints, a footway is undeliverable on the northern side within 
highway or land the applicant controls. The Planning Case Officer is to establish if the applicant 
would support a proposal with an informal crossing point on the southern side. 
Highways Planning will continue to investigate the matter until such time that they see a 
reasonable conclusion in accordance with the permitted development. 
 
Cllr Chillingsworth contacted the Highways Officer requesting a site visit with him however to 
date the Officer has not been in contact.  
There is also an issue with the developer leaving mud on the road. It is the responsibility of 
the developer to remove any debris left. Concerns have been raised with enforcement Officer 
and the PC are awaiting a response. The PC will also write to the Highways Development 
Officer and copy in the Principal Planning Officer.  
 

106. Second Homes and Holiday Lets in the AONB Rishi Sunak’s Response.  
The PC has received a response from the Treasury and currently there are no further 
comments. 
 



107. Sea Lane Parking and Parking Solutions for Embleton Village. 
The Parking Notices on the gates are in place. There are no changes to the positioning of the 

yellow lines. It was agreed that the PC would write to a recent complainant to inform them 

what the PC has done to date and that the PC would support them if they were to approach 

NCC. 

There is a problem regarding parking outside the school when school starts and finishes. 

The PC will write to the school to raise concerns. 

A discussion took place regarding parking in the village in general. The following options 

were discussed. To discourage visitors from driving into the village by creating extra parking 
spaces (car parks) outside the village but the issue was to where this could be located. Or to 
leave matters as they are that once the available parking is taken in the village then visitors 
would have to park elsewhere. The Parking issue will be added to the next agenda for further 
discussion. 
 

108. Climate Emergency Declarations.  
The PC has not declared a Climate Emergency as such however the Neighbourhood Plan 
supports green issues.  It was stated that NCC needs to take responsibility regarding new 
developments. In the past the PC have requested addition facilities such additional bin 
collections, and increasing recyclable materials accepted in the bin collections however NCC 
have rejected these requests in the past. The PC will reply to NCC regarding our stance on 
supporting them with developing climate change plans. 
 

109. NALC Member Councillor Census. 
The Census will be circulated to all Councillors for them to complete and return.  
 

110. Embleton Bottle Bank. 
An Email was received from a person complaining about the noise caused at the bottle bank. 
The chairman met with NCC regarding this issue and NCC has confirmed that the bank will stay 
where it is but expensive noise abatement changes are to be made in the coming weeks. A 
2.5m metre high solid fence will surround the site which will be built to absorb and deflect 
noise. Within the enclosed area new noise reduction bins will be installed. These will be locked 
shut to ensure no large commercial drops are made. Bottles will have to be deposited one at 
a time. The area will be entered via a closing door so noise will be contained. The finished new 
site should be much quieter and look much better than the current one. 
 

111. The Queens Green Canopy 
The Quarry Committee has requested 60 trees for the Quarry Site in conjunction with the local 
school. A list of types of trees on offer will be circulated to the PC members and any requests 
for more trees to be sent to the Chairman.  
 

112. Planning Validation Checklist Consultation 
This does not affect the PC directly however Cllr Greenhoff will look at the consultation to 
determine if any areas are of relevance.  
 

113. Parking of Caravan in Christon Bank Chapel Car Park and Clarification of Land Ownership.  
Recently a large caravan had been parked in the Chapel car park. The caravan might since have 

been removed. It is claimed that this land was gifted to the community but there is uncertainty 

as to who the Landowner is. The PC will contact the Land Registry Office to gain clarification.  

 
 



114. Christmas Trees for Christon Bank and Embleton.  
Cllr Cooper has contacted the same supplier who supplied the trees last year and they have 
reserved two trees. The PC agreed that the purchase of the trees can go ahead.  
 

115. Christon Bank Well Restoration. 
Cllr Copper has paved the Christon Bank well area ready for the bench. The grass has been 
reseeded and the hand painted plaque has been produced.  
 

116. AGAR External Auditors Report. 
The AGAR report has been completed by the previous clerk and has been finalised.  Next years 
audit needs to be set.  
 

117. Playpark Inspections and Car Parking 
The monthly checks will continue as usual. The insurers have carried out the yearly inspection 
and the certificate has been issued.  
There is still a problem with a campervan being regularly parked in the car park. A notice will 
be purchased stating that there is to be no overnight parking.  
 

118. Embleton Joint Burial Committee (EJBC) 
Recently there was an unfortunate incident where cows from a local farm entered the 
cemetery through gaps in the walling for which the Burial Board is responsible. 
Walking the perimeter of the cemetery to inspect the wall and establish where repairs were 
necessary it was found that in several places on the north side trees within the cemetery have 
grown (planted or self-set) such as to push the wall over and in others the wall has simply 
partially collapsed, and the stone has fallen onto adjacent farmland The western end of the 
cemetery is a complete mess. The wall is almost non-existent although there is evidence that 
the stone may be 'buried' by weeds and trees.  
Returning to the north wall, work is required on both sides of the wall. A mini digger should 
clear the farmers side of rubbish and undergrowth to allow work access and to recover 
the fallen stone. The vigorous growth of ivy should be removed from the whole wall. Trees 
which are affecting the wall's stability should be removed and the wall should be rebuilt. 
Similar, but more comprehensive, work is required at the western end of the cemetery.  
The Burial Board is facing a large expenditure to complete this work, but the wall is its 
responsibility, and it cannot just be left to gradually collapse. A section of wall was recently 
repaired by parishioners, and this shows what can be done. It may be necessary for the Parish 
Councils of Craster, Embleton and Newton by the Sea to fund some of this work but other 
avenues are currently being explored. 
 

119. Embleton Quarry Committee and Quarry House Acquisition. 
September/October will be busy months in the quarry. New access gates have been fitted at 
the Quakers row entrance and quotes are being sought to build two plinths for the new 
information signs. A new grazing licence has been signed with the ponies owner and they will 
be returning to the quarry in the coming weeks. Sixty trees have been ordered under the 
Queen’s Green Canopy scheme in conjunction with the village school. A group of three 
parishioners have generously donated £250 towards the construction of seats/resting places 
which are currently being designed. It is hoped one or two parishioners with woodworking 
experience might volunteer to help in their construction. The water’s edge and jetty timbers 
have been creosoted and are drying prior to installation and the outdoor classroom is 
scheduled for construction in the near future. 



There has been a highly successful event held with over forty people attending both the day 
and evening events. It is planned to hold the first ‘star gazing’ event at the end of 
October/early November which will publicise the quarry’s dark skies status. 
The public consultation held by NCC re the transfer of quarry house and other land to EPC has 
been completed and it is hoped the legal work relating to these transfers will proceed quickly. 
Working parties to cut and rake grass, remove gorse and other unwanted vegetation have 
continued and more volunteers would be welcomed. 
 

120. Tree Safety Management. 
A Survey and Inventory list will be conducted, and findings will be reported back to the PC. 
 

121. Meeting Reports. 
None 
 

122. Emails received/ Correspondence. 

• Councillor Barry Flux Meeting with Town and Parish Councils – PC will decline the 

offer of a meeting as we are satisfied with the input from County Councillor Wendy 

Pattinson. 

•  Transport Northeast Stakeholder Forum – Not relevant to PC. 

•  Email received from a resident complaining about overflowing dustbins from Greys 

Inn sited on their Land – PC cannot take any action regarding this issue.  

 

123. Financial Matters. 27/09/2021 

Account Balances @ 06/09/2021 
 

EPC        £45,295.50 
EJBC        £6,278.12 

      Quarry        £22,336.91 
 

Spent & Received since 26/07/21 

• RFO Wages and Expenses (June & July   -£207.92  BP 

• PAYE (RFO June & July     -£51.98    BP 

• Clerk Wages & Expenses (June & July)   -£616.69  BP 

• PAYE (Clerk June & July)     -£152.60  BP 

• Tree Surgery      -£100.00  TFR 

• NCC Cemetery Double Charge Tax   +£59.00    FPI 

• NCC Cemetery Double Tax Charge TFR to EJBC  -£59.00    TFR 

• Northumberland & T NTBC Grant for Quarry – Grant +£2700.00  FPI 

• Northumberland & T NTBC Grant for Quarry – TFR -£2700.00 TFR 

• Room Hire       -£15.00 BP 

• Rate Relief Contribution – 1 Bolton Terrace,  
Pintail Cottage Embleton     +£50.00 FPI 

• Natural History Grant     +£2000.00 FPI 

• Rate Relief Contribution – Fieldfare Horsley Place  +£50.00 FPI 

• Precept Payment #2     +£2500.00 FPI 

• Rate Relief – Anvil Cottage    +£50.00 FPI 

• Rate Relief – 4 Front Street    +£50.00  FPI 

• Rate Relief – Fuchsia     +£50.00 FPI 



• Rate Relief – Shell Cottage    +£50.00 FPI 

• Rate Relief Contribution - Puffin    +£50.00          CHQ 

• Rate Relief Contribution–16/18CBVillage  +50.00            CHQ 

• Rate Relief Contribution – Galbrait   +50.00            CHQ 

• Stationary/Stamps (August)    -£50.20 BP 
 
Payments Required 

• RFO Wages & Expenses (August)    -£49.72 BP 

• PAYE (RFO August)      -£12.43 BP 

• Clerk Wages & Expenses (August)    -£228.24 BP 

• PAYE Clerk (August)      -£56.40 BP 

• Former Clerk Wages (September)    -£50.85 BP 

• Ray Imeson – Repair Expenses and Signage   -£38.56             CHQ 

• G Moody – Gardening Grass& Hedge Cutting 
SupplyPlants        -£500.00         CHQ 
PFK Littlejohn AGAR (Audit Fee)    -£360.00          BP 

 
124. Planning Matters. 

Planning Consultation 21/03334-/FUL 1 Dene View Embleton (Mr & Mrs Innes)  
The PC agreed to object to this application for the following reasons: 
This property at Dene View – a terrace in the southwest of the Embleton Conservation 
Area is adjacent to the Playing Field to the west and the Playground with associated open 
field to the north. These designated Local Green Spaces ensure that the views into and 
out of the Conservation Area are retained. The significant extension will sit adjacent to, 
and visually impact on, these recreational areas.  
Access to the rear of the terrace provides pedestrian and vehicular access to the 
properties. It appears from the plans that it is shared access to the outbuildings of all the 
properties – it could be a right of way – this needs further investigation to ensure that 
any extension into this area is lawful. The scale, height, and proximity to existing 
neighbouring properties and the impact on Local Green Spaces is of concern. 
Local context and character of the terrace of 4 cottages will be challenged by the scale of 
the rear extension.   
The proposed development at the rear may result in a loss of light and adverse amenity 
impact to neighbouring properties. 
The features including windows, doors, roof lights should comply with the requirements 
of the Conservation Area Character Appraisal.   
Alterations to the fabric of the property will be required to be made to the standard 
required by the Conservation Area Character Appraisal Management Matters in the 
design of windows, doors, chimneys and roofscapes. 
Alters the character and appearance of a traditional terrace of cottages. The scale and 
position of the of the proposed extension impacts on neighbours and the users of 
adjacent Local Green Spaces. 
Window changes and the rear extension directly overlook the EPC playing fields which 
are designated in the NP as a protected Local Green Space (shared boundary / party wall 
agreement?) 
Rear extension built on the south boundary of the EPC playground and associated field. 
This is also designated Local Green Space. (Shared boundary/party wall?) 
The Parish Council has no objection to any internal renovations to the interior of the 
property. 



 
125. Agenda Items for Next Meeting. 

 
126. Time, Date and Venue of Next Meeting. 

Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 25th October 2021, 7pm at Creighton Hall, Women’s Room, 
Embleton. 

 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR WENDY PATTISON 

EMBLETON PARISH 
county councillor report 

 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR WENDY PATTISON 

wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk – Tel. 07779 983072 and 
on Facebook – Cllr Wendy Pattison 
EMBLETON PARISH  

Healthwatch, Northumberland 
Healthwatch Northumberland is your local health and social care champion. 

From Berwick to Bellingham and everywhere in between, they make sure NHS 
leaders and other decision makers hear your voice and use your feedback to 
improve care. 

As an independent statutory body, they have the power to make sure NHS leaders 
and other decision makers listen to local feedback and improve standards of care. 
They can also help you to find reliable and trustworthy information and advice. Last 
year, the Healthwatch network helped nearly a million people like you to have your 
say and get the support you need. 

Healthwatch Northumberland is part of a network of over 150 local Healthwatch 
across the country. They are here to listen to the issues that really matter to people 
in Northumberland and to hear about your experiences of using local health and 
social care services. They are entirely independent and impartial, and anything you 
share with them is confidential. 

Healthwatch use your feedback to better understand the challenges facing the NHS 
and other care providers and we make sure your experiences improve health and 
care for everyone, both locally and nationally. We can also help you to get the 

mailto:wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk


information and advice you need to make the right decisions for you and to get the 
support you need. 

It’s really important that you share your experiences – whether good or bad, happy 
or sad. If you’ve had a negative experience, it’s easy to think there’s no point in 
complaining, and that ‘nothing ever changes’. Or, if you’ve had a great experience, 
that you ‘wish you could say thank you’. 

Remember, your feedback is helping to improve people’s lives. So, if you need 
support or information, or you’re ready to tell your story, they are here to listen. 

Write to: 
Healthwatch Northumberland, Adapt (NE), Burn Lane, Hexham, Northumberland, 
NE46 3HN - Call: 03332 408 468, Text: 07413 385275.  

Email: info@healthwatchnorthumberland.co.uk 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 

NHS NORTHUMBERLAND CLINICAL 
COMMISSIONING GROUP 
There are 41 GP practices in Northumberland, covering an approximate population 
of 319,000 people 
CCG plan and buy the majority of NHS hospital based and community health care 
services for people in Northumberland. This includes services provided by health 
visitors and district nurses. They are mostly made up of doctors, nurses and other 
health professionals – with support from experienced health service managers. CCG 
work closely with all 41 family GP practices in Northumberland which are all 
members of NHS Northumberland CCG. This enables close links to patients, 
allowing to develop more personalised local health services that respond to 
individual needs. Although they are not responsible for the contract with GP 
practices, dentists, pharmacies and opticians, they work closely with NHS England 
who have this role. 

NHS Northumberland CCG, The Rivergreen Centre, St Mary’s Park 
Morpeth, NE61 6BL. norccg.enquiries@nhs.net 01670 335 157 

Northumberland is home to approximately 319,000 residents and CCG are 
responsible for ensuring the planning and buying of local NHS health services meet 
their needs. They work with healthcare colleagues based in hospitals, the local 
authority, the community and voluntary sector and with local people to improve 
services and patient care. 

four key areas: 
Northumberland is a large county which is mainly classed as a rural. Therefore, to 
ensure the CCG have a more local focus, they have developed four main areas: 

mailto:info@healthwatchnorthumberland.co.uk
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• North Northumberland 

• West Northumberland 

• Central Northumberland 

• Blyth Valley 

 
CCG focus on providing care at a more local level, treating you closer to home in a 
way which suits your individual needs; helping you to avoid unnecessary travel and 
hospital admissions. They connect services, where possible, to provide seamless 
care so you receive the right care in the right place and at the right time. 

What is a CCG? 
CCG are clinically-led statutory bodies responsible for planning and commissioning 
most of hospital and community services in our local area. They buy services from 
providers such as hospitals, clinics and community health bodies based on the 
needs of our local population. They are also responsible for assessing these needs 
and deciding priorities and strategies to improve outcomes.  

CCG are responsible for the health of the entire population of our local areas and 
must constantly respond and adapt to changing local circumstances. 

Your experience of NHS services 
CCG welcome feedback about NHS services, both positive and negative.  If you are 
unhappy with the treatment or service you, a relative or someone you care for has 
received from your local NHS, you have the right to make a complaint, have it looked 
into and get a response. 

Within the NHS we aim to make sure all complaints are handled well and that 
appropriate action is taken in order to try and resolve the matter to the complainant’s 
satisfaction. 

Can my issue be resolved without 
formally complaining? 
You can raise your concerns immediately by speaking with the staff involved.  This 
might give you the response you require without having to take the matter further. 

You can also contact the Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) who can 
provide confidential advice and support to help you resolve queries and concerns 
about your NHS care within an NHS trust informally without having to make a formal 
complaint.  In some NHS organisations, PALS staff are part of another department, 
for example, customer services or patient experience team. 

http://www.nhs.uk/chq/Pages/1082.aspx?CategoryID=68&SubCategoryID=153


It is important to note that PALS does not investigate complaints but will provide 
informal support in resolving a query or concern. PALS cannot help with issues 
which have already been raised via the NHS complaints procedure or with social 
care complaints (which need to be addressed by the local authority 

You can find your nearest PALS office on the NHS website.  You can also ask your 
GP surgery, hospital or phone NHS 111 for details of your nearest PALS. 

Where do I send my complaint? 
If your complaint is about a hospital, community or mental health service or 
independent provider you should send this to the NHS organisation involved. If your 
complaint is about CCG commissioning, a funding decision or a service provided by 
North of England Commissioning Support (UK) (NECS), you should send it to the 
address below: 

Complaints Team, North of England Commissioning Support Unit 
John Snow House, University Science Park. Durham, DH1 3YG,                        
Tel. 0191 374 4218 
necsu.complaints@nhs.net 

Face to face meetings can be arranged with the Complaints Team, however, these 
are by appointment only. This service is not offered on a drop in basis. 

What happens if I prefer to complain directly to the 
commissioning organisation? 

The commissioning organisation pays for the healthcare services in your area. The 
responsible commissioner will vary depending on the NHS service you are 
complaining about. 

• If your complaint is about services such as hospital care, mental health services, 
out of hours services and community services such as district nursing, the CCG 
is the commissioner and you should send your complaint to NECS who will 
coordinate the complaint on behalf of the CCG 

• If your complaint is about primary care services such as GPs, dentists, opticians 
or pharmacy services, NHS England is the commissioner. The CCG and NECS 
cannot investigate complaints about primary care services.  

• If your complaint is about a public health organisation (which provides services 
that prevent disease, promote health and prolong life), your local authority is the 
commissioner.   

Complaining to the commissioner may be the right option if you are not comfortable 
complaining directly to your healthcare provider, or if you feel this is not 
appropriate.  However, the healthcare provider will normally be given the opportunity 
to investigate and respond to your complaint directly.  In cases where the CCG is the 

https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/other-services/Patient-advice-and-liaison-services-(PALS)/LocationSearch/363
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commissioner, the NECS Complaints Team will request a copy of the complaint 
response for monitoring purposes. 

Please note, if you have already complained to your healthcare provider, the 
commissioner will not be able to re-investigate the same concerns. 

What can I expect in response? 
Your complaint will be fully investigated in a manner that is fair to both you and the 
staff involved. If failings are identified during the investigation, any necessary 
improvements will be made to the quality of services. 

You will receive a written response to your complaint which will include information 
on any service improvements. 

What happens if I am unhappy with the 
response? 
If you remain unhappy with how your complaint has been handled following the 
conclusion of local resolution, you can ask the Parliamentary and Health Service 
Ombudsman (PHSO) to review your complaint.  You can contact the PHSO at the 
address below: 

PHSO, Millbank Tower’ Millbank’ London’ SW1P 4QP  
Tel 0345 015 4033 
phso.enquiries@ombudsman.org.uk 
www.ombudsman.org.uk 

Council to support Afghanistan resettlement 
programme  
The Leader of Northumberland County Council, Glen Sanderson has joined the 
residents of Northumberland in voicing his sadness and concern for the people 
of Afghanistan and has confirmed the council’s commitment to supporting those 
fleeing their homes and seeking safety in the UK. The council is in discussions with 
the Government about the support it can provide to house Afghan refugees and is 
awaiting further guidance.    
 Councillor Sanderson said: “What is happening in Afghanistan is both shocking 
and heart-breaking. My thoughts, like all of ours, are with the Afghan people, but also 
with those members of our communities who have loved ones in Afghanistan and will 
be extremely concerned about their safety.”  
 The settlement of refugees in appropriate communities with appropriate support is 
complex and is being coordinated at a national level. The Government has pledged 
to resettle 20,000 Afghan refugees over the next five years in a scheme that 
will be similar to the 2014 project set up to support Syrian refugees when the country 
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fell into civil war.  
 Northumberland has a long history of supporting those in need from other countries 
and prior to the current situation in Afghanistan agreed to the Government's request 
to support their Afghan Local Employed Staff (LES) resettlement proposals. Under 
this scheme, the council is looking to support six families.  The authority is  already 
supporting three families who have arrived in the county in recent days and another 
three are expected soon.  
As well as providing homes from its own housing stock, the council is working closely 
with other social housing providers with a view to exploring what assistance they 
can provide.  
 "We are currently awaiting guidance from the Government in terms of refugees 
arriving from Afghanistan and we are reviewing options to either accelerate or 
increase our support, should we be asked to do so.  
 “The most critical element to the Afghan scheme is that the authority can identify 
and offer affordable housing. We already have a waiting list for housing in the county 
– but we will do our best to help in any way we can.  
 “Our contribution may be modest, but by working as part of the national programme 
with all councils contributing according to their ability, our combined effort can make 
a significant difference.”  
 Cllr Sanderson added: “Many people in Afghanistan are now in real danger having 
provided vital support to our military over the last 20 years.  

“These people have acted heroically as our allies, despite the risk to themselves and 
their families, and it’s only right that we now do all we can to keep them safe and 
recognise their service and contribution to our country.”  Since 2016 Northumberland 
County Council has supported the government’s Vulnerable Persons 
Resettlement Programme, receiving funding to cover any associated costs.  
 The authority has resettled 44 refugee families who have experienced 
incomprehensible trauma and upset in their lives and have been displaced by conflict 
which has destroyed their homeland and their livelihoods.   
 The refugees have come to Northumberland with a strong work ethic, a desire to 
learn the English language and a wish to support their families and contribute to their 
local communities.    
 They have worked extremely hard to integrate with their local communities in 
Northumberland and the council has been supporting the families to engage in a 
wide range of community activities and pursue volunteering and employment 
opportunities. 
 

 
 

 


