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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 02 SEPTEMBER 2021
Longhirst Village Hall

Agendas are also available online

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates, ClIr Glen Fahy, ClIr Peter Lovering, Clir Chris Marr, Cllr

Janet Quinn

APOLOGIES: Cllr Jon Mills, ClIr Richard Tordoff, Clir D Towns (NCC)

IN ATTENDANCE:

Clerk:
Public:

Helyn Douglas
1x resident

A

PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

There were no issues raised.

Update from Northumbria Police

PCSO Andrea Potts had arranged a meeting with the Chair and NCC ClIr D Towns
regarding speeding in the village. Unfortunately she was not able to attend and
the meeting is to be rearranged for late September.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS

Cllr D Towns has had to give apologies at the last minute and there is no update.

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:

Longhirst Colliery - Norah Dryden
Ms Dryden has given her apologies and has not raised any issues.

Micklewood - Jon Mills

ClIr Mills has given his apologies for tonight, but sent in an update that he and ClIr
J Quinn recently met with Sean McQuaid of Dere Street Homes (developers of
Micklewood Close) where Mr McQuaid stated that they will not be creating a
footpath through to the village centre. This is despite such a footpath being part
of the original planning application. This is very disappointing news for the
residents of Micklewood Close.

Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson
One flat remains to be sold at Longhirst Hall.
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1 APOLOGIES

Apologies are listed above.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS (new template if required)
There were no interests declared.

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 01 JULY 2021
The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and were
signed by the Chair.

3.1 Ratification of decisions taken in online meetings during lockdown
The Councillors agreed to ratify all decisions taken during the time when
meetings were held online.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

4.1 Photos of Councillors for website
Photos are on the website for the Chair and Vice Chair, but the others are still
awaited. The Clerk will take some additional pictures tonight for those members
present.

ACTION: ALL

4.2 Insurance updated
The speed warning signs have been added to the insurance cover, at no extra
cost.

4.3 Bank mandate
One additional signature was required for the revised bank mandate - this will be
done at the end of the meeting and the form will then be passed on to the bank.
ACTION: CLERK
5 BUSINESS - please refer to the Three Year Rolling Strategic Plan

5.1 Communications
5.1.1 Meeting with County Council Leader and/or Cabinet member
Councillors agreed to accept this invitation and to raise the following key issues:

Most pressing is how to maintain the special character of the village and ensure
residents from the new developments at Longhirst Hall have the best
opportunities to integrate with the main village. This is currently hampered by
the lack of physical access from Longhirst Hall to the main settlement, but we
also recognise that the village population has increased significantly in a short
space of time. Councillors also have some concerns about the future of the park
land at Longhirst Hall.

Other issues can be raised during the meeting (such as around planning
consultations and ways to support NCC’s lobbying for improved railway
timetables).

ACTION: CLERK / CHAIR

5.2 Access to green spaces
5.2.1 Longhirst Wildlife Project (Clir Coates)
An initial meeting is planned for some interested residents on 14 October 2021.
Depending upon the outcome a public meeting can then be arranged. The Chair
clarified that he expects this to be a community-led project, supported by the
Parish Council but separate from it.
ACTION: CHAIR
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5.2.2 Rights of Way survey report
Although unable to be at tonight’s meeting, ClIr J Mills had circulated an update.
The Rights of Way Survey has been given to the County Council (on 14 July).
Tony Derbyshire (NCC) plans to meet with ClIr Mills on 29 September for a site
visit to set priorities for the improvements listed in the report.

ClIr J Quinn suggested including the map from his report in a future copy of the
Longhirst Leader, and the Clerk offered to put this on the Parish Council website.
ACTION: CLERK
5.2.3 Potland Park update (Clir Fahy)
Cllr G Fahy reported that the work appears to have stalled, though he has met
with Strutt & Parker on site. Whilst the majority of work is done the bridle paths
and fencing require alterations, however Strutt & Parker have not been able to
get the required information from the County Council. Cllr Fahy noted that the
adjacent field is available for sale once again. Ideally he would like any sale
information to highlight the possible flooding issues.

5.3 Planning (search the NCC Planning Portal and enter the ref no. below)

5.3.1 Station Cottages - 18/00817/AGTRES; 20/04065/VARYCO; 21/00069/CLEXIS
The Chair noted that it is still his understanding that Rob Murfin, Director of
Planning, is to review all of the related applications for this site; a decision is
expected soon. ClIr Fahy reported that the previous owner has now sold the
house but still owns the field; construction work on the house has however
stopped.

5.3.2 Domino's Field - 19/00991/FUL
Cllrs Marr and Coates are to meet with the Woodland Trust tomorrow to discuss
their level of interest in extending Paddock Wood; they will report back in due
course.
ACTION: CLLR C MARR
5.3.3 Dairy Lane 19/04265/REM
Mr A Robson noted that the construction work continues without incident and
the current builders have no plans for a third house. However Clir P Lovering
believes there is reference to a possible third property within the planning
applications.

5.3.4 Ground source heat pump, Brocks Hill - 20/01352/FUL
This proposal follows on from the original one for a larger heat pump; Councillors
have no objections.

5.4 Policing & Safety
5.4.1 Speed Warning Signs
The unit at the north end of the village has been moved away from the trees, but
is now situated close to hedging. It is the responsibility of the Parish Council to
arrange for the hedges to be cut down to ensure that the sign is visible.

5.5 Sense of community
5.5.1 Longhirst Village Hall Representative
The Parish Association requires a representative from the Parish Council to sit on
the Village Hall Management Committee. The Chair nominated Clir J Quinn, this
was seconded by the Vice Chair; Clir Quinn accepted.
ACTION: CLERK
5.5.2 Local groups
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A number of village activities have successfully restarted (such as the Luncheon
Club, Coffee Mornings and Pub Quiz nights). This is very welcome news and
goes a long way to restoring the sense of community that was missing due to the
lockdowns.

The Cricket Club facilities are open to anyone in the village to book (you do not
have to be a member) - for details contact 01670 618928 or visit the website at
https://www.morpethcrickethockeytennis.club/

The Tennis Club has recently secured additional funds towards the replacement
of three courts on the north side. NCC Clir D Towns is meeting with other
Morpeth Councillors to discuss jointly using their Members’ Local Improvement
Scheme funds to support the club. He also assisted them to secure a £5,000
grant from the County Council.

5.6 Key infrastructure
5.6.1 Ashington Road Flooding and old manhole covers
The field on the west side of Ashington Road is for sale, however the
maintenance work on the ditches has stopped. These are once again filling with
reeds and will soon block the flow of water away from the road. The missing
manhole covers have also still not been replaced, the warning signs having been
taken down and left on the verge.

ClIr P Lovering asked for more information on this issue, and ClIr Fahy explained
that there are multiple sources of water draining down to that point in the road.
Some is being pumped out from old mine workings; the drainage pipes are too
small and become easily blocked (as noted above) causing water to ‘back up’;
also waste water from the septic tank serving Station House drains here. With
proper maintenance the ditches do drain water away reasonably well, but without
it the road floods repeatedly.

5.6.2 Longhirst Colliery Road (C125) major repairs
Some patching has been done to the road surface but a good deal remains to be
done.

5.6.3 Drainage (main road and Butcher’s Lane)
Some of the gullies have been cleared, but others are partially blocked again due
to topsoil from the nearby field washing across. Clir R Tordoff will discuss this
again with Martin King from Northumberland County Council.

5.6.4 Local Transport Plan 2022/23 - closing date 08 Oct 21

Previous requests from the Parish Council have not been included in the LTP as
they were understood to be too expensive or were classed as maintenance
issues. The Chair had requested further advice from Neil Snowden but has not
yet received a reply.

Instead Councillors agreed to put in a request for a traffic survey to consider a
roundabout at the junction of Ashington Road and the A197. Now that North
East Grains has diverted its outgoing HGV traffic to the east this has increased
the number of large vehicles waiting to join the main road.
ACTION: CLERK
5.7 Governance
5.7.1 CiLCA training request
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The Clerk asked for the support of the Parish Council, including a financial
contribution, to undertake the Certificate in Local Council Administration.

This is a nationally recognised certificate that provides formal training in all
aspects of Parish Council activities (including law, procedures, finance, etc). It will
allow the Clerk to give better informed advice and support to the Parish Council.
Importantly it will also allow the Parish Council to use the "General Power of

Competence".

It generally takes at least one year to complete and the cost is around £800 (the
Clerk will cover any additional costs such as for books or mentoring). Ellington &
Linton Parish Council has also agreed to contribute to the training costs. The
proposal is for a contribution from each Parish Council proportionate to the
precept level (circa £150 from Longhirst). Councillors agreed with this request.
ACTION: CLERK

6 BUDGET
6.1 Bank Statements 21/22 & Budget Monitoring 21/22
The statements and budget were reviewed; there were no unexpected items of
expenditure.

HMRC security issue
However there has been suspicious activity on the HMRC account - this has been

reported to HMRC who are investigating. Itis likely that a new account may be
needed and this will cause a delay in salary and PAYE payments until it is
resolved. (Passwords have been changed for the Google email / drive account
and the bank.)
ACTION: CLERK
6.2 Grass cutting of verges
The Chair has found a local contractor able to cut the grass verges on the
approach to the village - estimated at around £35 per hour, per visit. He
suggested asking the contractor to add in the work for the hedge trimming (for
the speed warning sign). The Chair estimated the annual cost to be around £150;
Councillors agreed to this.
ACTION: CHAIR
6.3 Victim Support donation request
Members considered the request for a donation from Victim Support, but it was
rejected based on a preference for supporting local causes that directly benefit
residents.
ACTION: CLERK
6.4 St John’s Church donation request
Councillors agreed to the donation request from St John’s Church for grass
cutting in the churchyard at £600.
ACTION: CLERK
7 CONSULTATIONS

There were no items raised.

8 REPORTS from Councillors
8.1 Local Plan (NCC)
Cllr P Lovering has summarised the key points from the Local Plan that affect the
Parish; overall he feels there is no need to make comments back to the County
Council.
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Councillors were keen to know what protection there is for the village from
continued development. The section on ‘heritage’ would potentially cover this
(though its interpretation is subjective). There is also a better definition limiting
‘infill’ development. ClIr Lovering noted that the current settlement boundary is
very tightly drawn around the properties on the main road and does not cover
areas such as the park land at Longhirst Hall.

8.2 Footpath outside Longhirst Hall Cricket Club
ClIr J Quinn has been approached by a number of residents about the dirty and
overgrown state of the footpath that runs along the outside wall of Longhirst Hall
near the Cricket Club. ClIr R Tordoff will be asked to approach Northumberland
County Council to ask for a mechanical sweeper in the first instance.

ACTION: CLLR R TORDOFF
9 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)

9.1 Climate Emergency request from NCC
Northumberland County Council has contacted all Town & Parish Councils asking
if they have declared a climate emergency, and in what ways the County Council
can help develop action plans.

The Parish Council accepts that there is a climate emergency but does not feel
due to its size and operations that it can make a significant contribution on its
own. However, there are two key activities where support from NCC might be
useful in the future:

e Extending the woodland available in the parish for public use (in
conjunction with the Woodland Trust).
e |Installation of an EV charge point at the Village Hall (working in
partnership with the Parish Association).
ACTION: CLERK
10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
10.1 Parish online mapping
The Parish Council now has access to online mapping software. This is provided
free for 3 years through the insurance policy from BHIB, provided that the assets
are recorded within it. In addition other layers of information are available (such
as rights of way, or we can create and add our own (such as for the Woodland
project).

10.2 Jill Elphick
Cllr C Marr suggested that the Parish Council consider some form of memorial
item to commemorate Mrs Elphick and her contribution to the village. This will
be considered in due course, possibly as part of the Woodland project.

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7pm on Thursday, 04 November 2021 (at Longhirst Village Hall)

CLOSE OF MEETING AT 20.35
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