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At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Felton Village Hall at 7:15pm on Friday 9 July 2021. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, G Cuthbert, R Evans, G Lings, L Sowter and A Walton.   
 

PART 1 
 
59. Apologies for Absence – Cllrs Cruden, Dickson, Hood and Thornton 
 
60. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda  

 
a. Cllr Lings declared an interest in Item 5c (W.I. request for funds) as his wife is President of Felton W.I.   
b. Cllr Sowter declared an interest in Item 7 (7 Recreation Lane – Request to change width of gateway access) 

as he intends to make a similar request.   
 
61. Public Participation – There were no questions or representations from members of the public.  
 
62. The Minutes of the meeting held on 1 June 2021 were agreed as a true record.  

 
63. The Minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2021 were agreed as a true record subject to the following 

amendments:  
 

a. Minute 29 – Cllr Evans and not Cllr Cuthbert made a declaration of interest regarding Recreation Lane.   
b. Minute 30 – addition of (i) “A resident stated that the ICO report had not yet been published on the website 

after the Parish Council resolved to do so at its April meeting.”   
 

64. Finance  
 
a. The Parish Council received the financial statement to 24 June 2021.   

 
b. Resolved:  to authorise the following payments:  

 

Payee  Head of Expenditure Cost  VAT  Total   Reference  

C Lewis  Clerks Salary 
Cemetery – Clerk’s 
Salary  
Clerk’s Expenses 
Zoom  
Training   

£719.21 £2.40 £721.61 PC21/22.12 
and 

FCJC21/22.7 

H Hood  Cemetery – Plants  
Felton in Bloom  

£65.25 £13.05 £78.30 PC21/22.13 
and 

FCJC21/22.8 

Bentham Ltd Stationery  £61.34 £12.27 £73.61 PC21/22.14 

P Brown  Grounds Maintenance – 
Staff 
Fuel  

£381.67 £4.33 £386.00 FCJC21/22.9 

Gustharts Cemetery – Materials and 
Parts 

£91.02 £18.21 £109.23 FCJC21/22.10 

The Clerk confirmed that the full payment for goods or services relating to the Cemetery is included in the 
payments for authorisation as the full amount is transacted from Felton Parish Council’s bank account.  
However, only a percentage of the payment is included in the Parish Council’s year end accounts, with the rest 
being allocated against the share of Cemetery funds held for the other two constituent councils.   

 
c. Felton W.I. has requested funds for plants, to be used around the village in the tubs and areas looked after by 

the W.I.  Although the W.I. usually pay for these, income has been affected by Covid.  The Parish Council 
noted that the Felton in Bloom reserve fund is for this purpose and has only not been required in previous 
years because the W.I. have bought their own plants.   
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Resolved:  To authorise expenditure up to £50 on plants by the W.I., receipts to be provided.   
65. Policy and Procedure – Felton Cemetery Joint Committee Terms of Reference  

 
Resolved:   To adopt Felton Cemetery Joint Committee Terms of Reference as proposed by the Joint Committee as 
an interim measure to ensure the references to finances are correct, but to further review the Terms of Reference in 
particular with regard to employees.     
 

66. 7 Recreation Lane – Request to change width of gateway access 
 

The Parish Council noted the response from the NCC Footpaths Officer, that the proposed change does not appear 
to affect the Public Right of Way (Footpath) and that he does not have any further comments to make.   
 
Resolved:  To give permission for the increase in width of the gateway access.   
 

67. Riverside – Back Burn Bridge – Fish Pass 
 
The Parish Council discussed the request from the Northumberland River Trust for access over Riverside for the 
purposes of undertaking and maintaining works for a fish pass under the Back Burn Bridge.  There was no 
information with the proposal about whether the access will be used for machinery.  It will also be necessary to 
include some covenants to ensure that Riverside is not damaged and any Japanese knotweed is not disturbed.  
The Clerk will check with the Northumberland Rivers Trust that they have informed the owners of the Back Burn 
Bridge.   
 
Resolved:  Cllr Lings and the Clerk to meet with the Northumberland River Trust to get a better understanding of 
what is involved with access, and to permit access subject to suitable conditions being included to protect Riverside 
(based on site visit by Cllr Lings and the Clerk).   

 
68. Report from County Councillor Trevor Thorne  
 

None received.   
  

69. Update from Northumbria Police   
 

None received.  There has been no response to the request for further information on previously recorded crimes;  
this may be because investigations are ongoing.   
 

70. Parish Representation at Meetings  
 
None.  It is understood that there have been some meetings relating to the installation of car charging points but no 
councillors attended these.  The NCC officer who is managing the electric car charging project is willing to do a 
presentation and it was agreed that this would be a good presentation to include in the annual meeting when that 
can take place.   

 
71. Correspondence   
 

The Clerk reported on correspondence received and not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  NCC are in the 
process of working through all members’ interests forms received following the elections, but this is hampered by 
many of the staff working from home.  The Clerk will send details of the free cycle training being offered by Cycle 
with Jan (funded by NCC) for inclusion in the Bridge newsletter.   
 
Cllr Evans asked why the letter from Sintons is no longer listed.  The Clerk confirmed that only correspondence 
received since the last agenda is listed.  The Sintons letter was listed in the last agenda.  The Clerk acknowledged 
that no response has yet been given to the Sintons letter.   
 

72. Date of Next Ordinary Meeting –  7:15pm, 6 September 2021, Felton Village Hall  
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PART 2 

 
73. Exclusion of the Public and Press  

 
Resolved: Under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude public and press 
due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, which is commercially sensitive.   

 
74. New Surgery    
 

The Parish Council discussed the email received from the developer, which was felt by some councillors to be 
aggressive and bullying in tone.  The Parish Council reviewed various proposals suggested by members and 
discussed these at length.   
 
Resolved:   
 
a. the Clerk will prepare a response to the developer (to be circulated to councillors in the first instance), stating 

that the Parish Council still wishes to achieve a rental income of 5%. The response will also request a meeting, 
face to face if possible, at which the Parish Council can put forward its reasons why it is seeking a rental 
income. The developer can be asked to give its reasons why this cannot be agreed.  The Clerk will also ask in 
the response (based on the tone of the email received) whether there might be someone else better suited to 
the project who would be prepared to work with the Parish Council.  
 

b. The Clerk will arrange a meeting between the developer and  the Parish Council, to which appropriate third 
parties will be invited.   
 

c. Cllr Cuthbert will put together an aims and purposes document setting out what the rental income would be 
used for by the Parish Council, focussed on improving health and wellbeing in the parish.   

 
Chairman closed the meeting at 8:31pm. 

 

 


