[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		1st September 2021
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7:05 pm
Present: 	Cllrs: Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Dave Wellden (DW)
	In attendance:		Councillor T Thorne (TT), Clerk
The meeting opened at 7.05 p.m.	

1) Apologies for Absence – Allison Davis (AD), Nicholas Heggie (NH),
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 20 below – None
3) [bookmark: _Hlk81220990]Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report- There were only two crimes reported from 1st July until today, both were internet/telephone frauds in which the victim gave money to the offender. This type of crime was a reminder to all residents to be aware of this type of fraud and be very careful of transferring money to unknown persons. There was nothing else of significance during this time period.
6) County Councillors Report – Full NCC Council meeting held on 01/09/2021 With respect to the economy a strong economic drive was announced with support for the rural economy and ‘Town Deals’ to aid market town recovery. The Council was continuing to pursue: the development of the new rail link; road improvements including the dualling of the A1 and improving local bus services. With respect to Finance the focus would be on making systems sleeker and assets better-used. Alnwick and Hexham libraries were being upgraded and a large grant to fund the purchase of books was planned. An Education Strategy Board had been established. 90% of First schools and 60% of Secondary schools were now classed as good to outstanding by OFSTED. A grant of £1m for a welding and fabrication centre in Blyth had been awarded. There was to be a focus on public toilet refurbishments and the rolling out of increased numbers of electric car charging points. With respect to Planning, there was to be a focus on more affordable housing, better planning and improved responsiveness. A proposal to support the Queen’s Silver Jubilee by waiving regulation on street closure had not been approved, but TT said there was a small amount of funding available (up to £2k) from the County Councillors’ small project scheme for a ‘street’ celebration if there was interest from the village. 
There was to be an imminent clean-up event at the old cemetery adjacent the Green. Highways had done a good job on the recent resurfacing work on the C106 from Alnwick Fords to Newton on the Moor but it was disappointing that the Chester Hill stretch was still to be addressed. Members were surprised that white lines had been painted on the new stretch when Highways had said they would not put lines on the C106. They were a great improvement and TT agreed to speak to Highways to ask them to paint lines on the section from Longframlington to the Glantlees junction.  TT had spoken to the head of planning the who in turn has spoken to the management of the West Road Garage development about parking problems (and which NCC were now monitoring), workers continued to park on the public highway causing disruption to traffic. GF stated that there were many Longframlington planning applications yet to be addressed and was concerned that they would gain approval through a lack of determination by NCC. TT stated the Planning Dept. was very stretched at the moment. Concern was expressed at the recent breach by developers to the land behind R Green & Son of pile driving throughout a recent weekend. GA asked what stance NCC was taking regarding the dangerous impact of lithium mining with respect to the new electric car battery factory in Blyth. TT indicated that the Council had expressed no particular view on this. DL was pleased to see that the footpath repairs at Rimside had been completed.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the virtual meeting held on 7th July 2021 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such. Proposed GN, Seconded DL.
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Traffic calming measures Rothbury Rd. GF was extremely dissatisfied with the response from Highways on this matter. He had a meeting over two months ago to discuss amendments but had received nothing back. He had made many phone calls but without reply. Lack of responsiveness from officers across NCC was endemic, with Covid often being used as an excuse. He had eventually had an email from the officer responsible who had responded after an email had been copied to Glenn Sanderson (GS) and TT. He had promised to get back to GF after a further holiday but had as yet failed to do so. Meanwhile all but one of the chicanes had been concreted in. There was a lot of anger and concern from residents. It would appear that one suggestion from Highways, to alleviate safety concerns, was to make a one-way system around the Green. This was felt to be highly inappropriate due to the 5 open exits onto the road from the Green and that the road which had no pavement was used heavily by pedestrians. It would also need resurfacing if it was to be used extensively. TT agreed to speak to GS on the following day as a matter of priority. Members were inclined to take the matter to the press, if there was no immediate action by NCC.			       					        Action: TT
b) Play area fence. The members discussed various options for a partial fence around the tank-turn. It was agreed that hedging was the preferred option. GA & DL agreed to investigate.					 Action: GA/DL
c) Grass cutting and the lack of cutting at the footpath from Fenwick Park to Rimside View. It was reported that the issue was worse in areas where the grass was growing quickly. This year was atypical and therefore difficult if this was to be an ongoing problem. The problem along the footpath at Fenwick Park was due to Cussins not having this area adopted by NCC. Martin Duddo (MD) in Local Services, was to take this up with Cussins (Bill Pringle retiring and replaced by MD). There had been complaints from some residents about weeds on the outside of the Green. This was partly due to the fact that NCC had taken a proactive stance to reduce the amount of weedkiller in use. Also, complaints received about the lack of grass collection following cutting. This had been investigated previously. The cost of having grass collected would increase the village precept by around £25k and it was felt this was not a good use of public money. Members discussed as an alternative, the possibility of some areas on the Green and around the village becoming wild flower areas, but no decision taken.
d) Village Christmas tree – Source tree. No opportunities had been identified. As there was some urgency on this matter, members were asked to come up with suggestions for the following meeting.		 		        Action: All 
e) Re-engage with NCC re power connection to bus shelter.  GF had made numerous approaches to the Lighting Dept. at NCC but with no response. He would continue to follow up on this matter.				        Action: GF
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended - None 
10) Finance
a) Receipts in the months of July & August 2021. Approved.
	05/07/2021
	Barclays Bank
	Interest
	0.15

	26/07/2021
	NCC Pay Ref 4690772
	Cemeteries Double Charge
	78.00

	31/08/2021
	H. Gibson
	J. Munro memorial plaque (£10 fixing)
	61.00

	
	
	Total
	139.15


b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.

	08/07/2021
	G A Christie
	Maintenance
	303.00

	14/07/2021
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	10.10

	03/08/2021
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	130.20

	03/08/2021
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	260.60

	29/07/2021
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	9.77

	01/09/2021
	G Rhodes (reimbursement)
	Survey line (Amazon)
	6.95

	01/09/2021
	G Rhodes (reimbursement)
	J Munro plaque (Memorial Signs) 
	51.00

	01/09/2021
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	286.37

	01/09/2021
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	71.00

	
	
	Total
	1128.99


c) Requests for donations. None
d) Bank Reconciliation. Approved.
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 1st September 2021
	£

	Balance per bank statements as at 23 July 2021
	

	
	Community account
	70496.59

	
	Business Saver
	6104.47

	Total at Bank
	76601.06

	Less unpresented cheques
	28/06/2021
	G Rhodes
	14.39
	

	
	06/07/2021
	G Rhodes
	260.80
	

	
	08/07/2021
	G A Christie
	303.00
	

	
	03/08/2021
	HMRC
	130.20
	

	
	03/08/2021
	G Rhodes
	260.60
	

	
	29/07/2021
	British Gas 
	9.77
	

	
	01/09/2021
	G Rhodes 
	6.95
	

	
	01/09/2021
	G Rhodes 
	51.00
	

	
	01/09/2021
	G Rhodes
	286.37
	

	
	01/09/2021
	HMRC
	71.00
	

	Total
	1394.08

	Uncredited Deposits 

	
	26/07/2021
	NCC Ref 4690772
	78.00
	

	
	31/08/2021
	H. Gibson
	61.00
	

	Total
	139.00

	Balance
	75345.98

	Balance per cash book
	75345.98


e) Change of Bank Signatory: This had now taken effect. A further approach to Barclays had been made with respect to on-line banking. Currently we have a Standard Business Account which would allow two people to authorise payments online. Under LPC current Standing Orders, clerk would only be able to view account but not be able to set up payments for electronic signing. LPC could set up Special Accounts through Barclays.net which would allow the Clerk to manage accounts but not have signing rights. However, this would be at a cost of £12 - £14 p.c.m. per account. The legislation that two members must sign cheques/authorise payments had now been repealed. This could allow for an arrangement where the Clerk could become one of the signatories. However, the ‘two-member signatures’ control needed to remain in place until such time as the authority had put in place safe and efficient arrangements. Given the current difficulties in gaining access to advice from Barclays it was agreed to defer this matter for three months.							   Action: Clerk
11) Village Activities None 
12) Allotments
a) [bookmark: _Hlk81921457]Management. Three plots had been reported in a poor state at the last meeting. A meeting with plot holders from 1a and 1b had been arranged but only the tenant from 1a had turned up who had agreed to tidy up the plot with the PC also removing rubbish from the area created by previous plot holders. A further meeting with Plot holder 1b had been set up. It was agreed that if the tenant did not turn up to this meeting it would constitute a breach of tenancy which could mean the tenancy being terminated. With respect to Plot 13, some activity since the last meeting, including the removal of fruit trees. GF had spoken to the tenants who had originally indicated they were to vacate the plot, as they were to move abroad. This move was now in question and they were currently wishing to continue with the tenancy. They had agreed to tidy up the plot (which in previous years had been pristine), including the removal of the hedge which they had planted. GF to monitor. Members agreed to the removal of rubbish and spoil around the allotments and the proper pruning of the allotment hedging.   								        	       Action: GF
b) Maintenance.  The water taps yet to be replaced.							        Action: GF
13) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Actions following previous sports courts and playground inspection: Picnic table had been removed.  Red tape around borders to instructions on fitness equipment to highlight usage had been applied. Boarding round junior swings yet to be repaired. Timbers are coming to the end of their productive life.					      Action: DW
b) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. GF had undertaken inspection in clerk’s absence and nothing new to report. Area under the basket swing to be repaired later in the year when the playground is quieter.
c) Quotations for repairs to Tank Turn. The quote from Arkle & Sons (Thrunton) had been accepted and work was to start in the Autumn
d) Repairs to Millennium gates.  The gates had recently been damaged by a car entering the park causing a small amount of damage. Inspection of the gates revealed further earlier damage and a request for repair and repainting (previously agreed) had been requested from Stephen Lunn Blacksmith (who originally made the gates) and we were awaiting their quotation. Members discussed the need for gates/bollards to be installed at the five pedestrian entrances to the park. The two adjacent the sportscourt were of particular concern. This was would be considered essential if a one-way system around the Green was introduced. DL to investigate.	      					      Action: DW
14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/02463/VARYCO
	Land West of North End Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	21/01648/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	21/02697/RENE
	Land East of 7-8 Harrogate Cottages 
	Registered
	No Objection

	21/03127/FUL
	Land West of Deneburn 
	Registered
	LPC have No Objection to this application but would request that the applicant installs diffusers on all existing and future external lighting as we have had many comments about the current lighting being visible for several miles and having a detrimental effect on the Coquet Valley and the local Dark Skies which are now a much prised feature of Northumberland.

	21/01730/VARYCO
	Land West of Meadow Lodge 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	21/02513/FUL
	Low Fords Longframlington 
	Registered
	In Light of the applicant’s further information Longframlington Parish council will revoke its objection subject to the applicant accepting a condition that is to be made part of the planning permission to restrict the raising and slaughter of poultry to a maximum of 250 birds per calendar month. This is to ensure that there is no unregulated growth of the business which may affect locality and highways issues

	21/02419/HOURS
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Permitted
	Insufficient comments from members to make response

	21/02943/VARYCO
	Westroad Garage Rothbury Road 
	Registered
	Insufficient comments from members to make response

	21/02371/FUL
	18 Harecross Park 
	Permitted
	No Objection see previous minutes for details

	21/02375/FUL
	R Green and Son Front Street 
	Registered
	No Objection see previous minutes for details

	21/02944/REM
	Land South of Lightpipe Farm 
	Registered
	LPC supports the application in principal but does have the following concern and conditions to be agreed/resolved prior to full support being given.
Concern. The public right of way appears to cross the private driveway of house H504 which we consider would prevent the occupants full use and be a probable cause of conflict with members of the public on this popular and well used footpath.
Conditions.
The Parish Council would require that the conditions and 106 terms of agreement including all the A697/C106 junction realignment and footpaths along the C106 from the original outline permission be transferred to this planning application prior to permission being granted.  

	20/00923/FUL
	Land South of The Paddock 
	Appeal and claim for costs rejected
	Maintain objection see previous minutes for details

	21/01136/FUL
	Land South of Embleton Hall and behind Front Street 
	Awaiting decision
	No Comment see previous minutes

	21/01370/FUL
	Land Adjacent to St Laurence Court Footpath 
	Registered
	Objection see previous minutes for details

	21/01610/VARYCO
	Plot 4 Land West of Meadow Lodge 
	Permitted
	Multiple variations see previous minutes for details


15) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. Internment of cremated remains: Stanley Victor John Feivan (Plot A3) on 11/08/2021. Also purchase of cremation Plot A4: Ann Feivan. All Paid in Full.
b) Memorial applications. Permission to lay headstone A3/A4; Feivan. Paid in Full.
c) [bookmark: _Hlk81925875]Cemetery Extension. Diocesan solicitor has asked that we obtain a ’route to succession’ of the cemetery land. GF had tried contacting the NCC Legal Dept. several times without success. DL agreed to furnish GF with NCC contact details.   	 Action: DL/GF
16) Matters agreed under Delegated Powers. None
17) Action Plan – September 2021
a) FramNews. DL agreed to write including: 
i) snow/ice teams, gritting and community responsibility for grit spreading as we no longer have a local gritting contract;
ii) Safety at the Tank Turn and closure during repairs;
iii) Rothbury Road traffic calming measures.  							        Action: DL
18) Neighbourhood Plan. AD had submitted a written report: The Regulation 16 consultation (NCCs) consultation had ended yesterday. Chris Anderson (CA), NCC, had sent an update: 
i) The Independent Examiner had just about signed all the paperwork and was looking to undertake the Examination and complete it by the end of September. This may stretch into October but it was hoped to have a completed Examiner’s report by mid-October.
ii) NCC would publish all the comments from the Reg 16 consultation on their website, and the Inspector would then allow the Parish Council time to comment on the comments, before she makes her recommendations on the Plan.
iii) CA to send all the comments to the Inspector on 1st September and also publish them on NCC website.
19) Local Transport Plan. 
LPC agreed to re-submit the priorities from 2021/22 for 2022/23. These were resubmitted because the Council considered these to be absolutely essential for the safety of residents and road users. Priorities 1 & 2 were of particular importance given the ongoing increase in traffic in and through the village and the considerable future increase expected during the period of the duelling of the A1. These two priorities were in line with current thinking and legislation to give priority access to pedestrians.
Priority 
1.	Pedestrian Crossings on A697 adjacent Old School Court and between Fenwick Park & C106 
2.	Speed limit signs on A697 North & South of village to reduce from 60 mph to 40 mph to 30 mph 
3.	Priority signage and clearing of branches - Alnwick Ford Bridge
20) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting - Wednesday 6th October 2021 at 7.00 p.m.
Meeting closed at 9.42 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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