


Minutes of meeting of Warden Parish Council  held at 7pm on Monday 6th September 2021 in Newbrough Town Hall 
Those Present: Cllrs SJ Heminsley (Chairman), WJ Foot, S Robson, G Charlton, J Martin, D Bowman, L Kay, 
County Cllr N Morphet, C Miller (Clerk), two members of the public

2021/82	Apologies for Absence
Cllr D Liddle

2021/83	Declaration of Members Interests
Cllrs SJ Heminsley and S Robson declared an interest in the Railway Inn.  Cllr WJ Foot declared an interest in Newbrough Cricket Club.

2021/84	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
Member of the public present who wished to receive an update on speed calming measures. It was confirmed an electronic meeting was scheduled for 22/9/21 commencing 530pm with the County Council and Northumbria Police.  Under discussion would be the improvements implemented/ in the process of implementation, why the proposals had been implemented and confirmation of mandatory/advisory speed limits.  Specific issues could then be raised.   The County Council speed calming measure plans had not changed since Newbrough Parish Council had seen sight of them and they therefore did not wish to take part in the meeting, however Newbrough parishioners would be welcome to attend.  County Cllr reported parishioner concerns regarding light pollution.  Motion sensors could be fitted to LED lamps,  but a public consultation would be carried out in order to consider the various means of implementing this.                   

2021/85	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 5th July 2021
It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 5th July 2021 be accepted as a true record.

2021/86	Action Points and Matters arising  from previous meeting held on Monday 5th July 2021 (not on agenda)
County Council had confirmed the ridged area on Warden bridge would be added to their schedule of works,  and had actioned tree works on Warden bridge; shed had been removed from allotment site at the cost of £200, with surplus compost used to cover the area; BACS payment mandate had been submitted to HSBC; There was Section 106 funding of £106K available to cover sports facilities/play areas within the parish; footpath clearance works required at Broadway to East Fourstones had been reported to County Council.

2021/87	Allotments – to consider issues relating to water supply & compost heap
No further information relating to water supply.  A cast iron pump could be an option. ACTION: WJ Foot to consider options.  Compost heap issue resolved as above.

2021/88	Litter pick
It was resolved to organise the next litter pick for 17th October 2021.  ACTION: Clerk to organise loan of litter picking 
equipment via County Council.

2021/89	Roads/footpaths/village maintenance 
Gullies between Butt Bank to East Fourstones were blocked. ACTION: Clerk to report to County Council, and ask for confirmation of the maintenance schedule for gulley cleansing at the Mossy. 

2021/89/01	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages 
Discussed above.

2021/89/02	Litter bin, layby to west of Warden level crossing
County Council Highways were to check if they have equipment to install a bin correctly in the layby.

2021/89/03	To consider hedgerow obstructions
Gardeners had cleared weeds growing out from underneath the hedgerows from East Fourstones to the school where 
footpath was being obstructed . Local residents had cleared hedgerow obstructions from Hardhaugh to Quality Cottages.   
However, further work required to clear more permanent leaf litter encroaching on the pavement if a longer lasting 
solution was to be achieved. It was agreed that a volunteer work party could be established to carry out further works and 
an article would be placed in Stanegate seeking volunteers.  ACTION: Cllr J Martin to compile article.

2021/89/04	To consider replacement village signage 
County Council had agreed to the gateway sign at East end of Fourstones and Butt Bank.  New signage had already been 
placed at East end of village, but should be lowered to fit in with proposed gateway signage.  To the North of Fourstones, 
replacement signage  had been installed, however this is located in the hedge, and the Parish Council proposal was 
for signage outside of the 30mph zone to state “Welcome to Fourstones, please drive carefully.”  It was resolved to 
request an additional sign, which the Parish Council could fund if necessary.  Signage at High Warden to be installed in due 
course.  Costs for proposed stone signage at South of Warden bridge and North of paper mill to be confirmed, and 
permission sought from County Council.  Confirmation of permission from landowner required for signage South of 
Warden bridge.  ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to speak to landowner; Cllr D Bowman to confirm costs for stone signage; 
Clerk to contact County Council to request additional signage North of Fourstones, and seek permission for stone 
signage.     A section of footpath under the Railway bridge from Boatside Inn towards Low Warden requires clearance 
works. ACTION: Cllr L Kay to inspect further area where path could be created.

2021/89/05	St Aidan’s Church
The patio outside the churchwas currently in an acceptable condition, matter to be removed from agenda.

2021/89/06	Other maintenance issues
Nothing to report.

2021/89/07	To approve Local Transport Plan requests 2022-2023
It was resolved to retain the requests from 2021-2022 of road repairs 300 yards West of Walwick Grange due to the 
side of the road having fallen away, in particular the area around the rightangled bendbetween Homers Lane and the 
electricity substation;  Proposal for reduction of peed limit to  30 or 40mph at Hardhaugh from Quality Cottages to level 
crossing at Papermill; and addition of proposals for footpath between Paper Mill and Hardhaugh Cottages.  ACTION: Clerk 
to forward requests to County Council.

2021/89/08	To receive Wildlife & Countryside Act, 1981 – Definitive Map Modification Order (No 1) 2021
Confirmation of Definitive Map Modification Order (No 1) 1980, from the Fourstones – Parkshield Plantation road.
 
2021/90	Planning 
2021/90/01	Planning Applications received:
· 20/01107/CCM: Prudham Quarry – Extraction of sandstone – initial Parish Council submission had been to object to the proposals. Environment Agency response due mid-September.  County Ecologist comfortable with the proposals.  Application expected to go to Strategic Planning Committee by the end of 2021.  After discussion it was confirmed, by majority agreement, that the original Parish Council  objection to the proposals remained unchanged.

2021/90/02	Notice of Planning application approved:
No approval of planning applications had been received.

2021/90/03	Haydon Parish Neighbourhood Plan consultation
County Cllr advised the plan was advantageous and had no issues with it. Councillors to submit individual responses if desired, by deadline towards the end of September.

2021/91	Reports – Town Hall;  Northumberland County Council; Cricket Club
[bookmark: _GoBack]Town Hall annual report had been received, detailing improvements, including the hall floor having been repaired;  new LPG cooker installed; motorised screens installed; hall curtains to be replaced; new LED lighting installed; seating/picnic tables for courtyard; hanging baskets for yard; cycle racks, and charging point for electric vehicles to be considered.  The Annual General Meeting was to be held later in the month.  It was agreed that a letter should be forwarded to the Town Hall committee to congratulate them on the remarkable progress achieved over the past 18 months. ACTION: Clerk to send letter to Town Hall committee. 

County Cllr had received a complaint about Warden Bridge steps at the flood bank, NCC had agreed to fit a handrail; Complaint received about footpath gate being shut in Low Warden, however it was understood that the path in question cannot be claimed as a Right of Way;(DN - not in Warden Parish); Request for pavement along South side of Mossy received, which would be suitable for inclusion in the Local Transport Plan, but unlikely to be granted if level of accidents reported is low. 

Newbrough Parish Council had agreed to finance 50% towards the Cricket Club pitch reseeding for next season, and it was resolved the Parish Council would cover the remaining 50%, at an approximate cost of £350.00

2021/92	Financial Matters
2021/92/01	Payments due: Procut Grounds Maintenance – grasscutting, cricket club - £144; C Miller – July, August Salary - £387.30; Expenses - £49.47; HMRC – £12.40 -  B Gustard - £520 ; D H Charlton grasscutting/village maintenance – £565; D Bowman – seat repair - £291.56; T D Annan – removal of shed from allotments - £200.

It was resolved to approve the payments.

2021/92/02	To receive update on BACS payment method
Discussed earlier.

2021/92/03	Seat repair at Homers Lane
Seat repair actioned.  Recyclable seating information had been circulated to all and the next bench replacement would be of recyclable material.  Six further seats required painting before the end of September at approximately £35/seat, and it was resolved this would be actioned.

2021/92/04	Gas testing of Millennium Wheel burners
A company had been sought who could carry out testing and issue certification, with price to be confirmed.

2021/93	The Railway Inn
An update was provided by a representative of Fourstones Community Ventures Ltd (FCVL). Discussions continuing between FCVL and the new pub owner. Whilst interest in purchasing the pub remained high FCVL said their preferred means of getting the pub reopened was via a sale to a private buyer. The pub is now back on the open market and viewings had been held, however there are indications that owner's removal of the car park from the  sale is deterring some potential buyers. At some point, the Parish Council might need to re-contact the landowner to ascertain their plans for the building.   

2021/94	Flooding – modelling improvements across the Tyne Valley
Nothing to report.

2021/95	Climate Change Group – to receive update
Group to meet tomorrow night.

2021/96	To consider 70 year Queen Elizabeth celebrations June 2022
Beacon should be lit for next year’s celebrations, event details to be discussed at the November parish council meeting.

2021/97	To consider relocating seat at St Aidan’s due to its proximity to dog waste bin
Request had been received from a parishioner to relocate the seat at St Aidan’s due to its proximity to the dog waste bin, and it was resolved the seat would be moved. ACTION: Cllr Bowman to gather volunteers 

2021/98	To consider invitation for County Council Cabinet Member to meet with Parish Council
It was resolved to initially request a meeting with the Cabinet Member in charge of re-generation.

2021/99	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 1st November 2021.
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Claire Miller, Clerk to Warden Parish Council

The meeting closed at 930pm.

	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Allotments
	Cllr WJ Foot to seek costs for hand water pump.  

	Litter pick
	Clerk to request loan of equipment for litter pick 17/10/21

	Gullies
	Clerk to request gulley cleansing Butt Bank to East Fourstones, and confirmation of schedule of works for the Mossy

	Replacement village signage
	Clerk to request additional signage to the North of Fourstones and permission for stone signage
Cllr D Bowman to secure quote for stone signage
Cllr SJ Heminsley to request permission from landowner for signage South of Warden bridge

	Footpath
	Cllr L Kay to inspect area


	Footpath clearance works
	Cllr J Martin to compile article for Stanegate for volunteers to carry out clearance works

	Local Transport Plan 2022-2023
	Clerk to forward proposals to County Council

	Invitation from Council Member to attend Parish Council meeting
	Clerk to request meeting with officer in charge of regeneration
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