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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 03 MARCH 2022
Longhirst Village Hall

Minutes are also available online

Draft MINUTES

PRESENT: ClIr Peter Coates, ClIr Glen Fahy, ClIr Peter Lovering, Clir Chris Marr,
Cllr Jon Mills, ClIr Janet Quinn, ClIr Richard Tordoff

APOLOGIES: None

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), 2x residents

A PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

i) Longhirst Colliery Woodland Clearance

The two residents present raised a concern that the County Council is going to
clear the woodland at the back of Longhirst Colliery. This woodland suffered
serious damage during the recent storms and a number of trees have fallen down.
Residents would like to see the woodland tidied up and the fallen trees dealt with,
but do not want to see the entire wood taken away and they fear this is NCC’s
plan. The Parish Council agreed that it does not want to see the entire woodland

removed as it is a valuable asset for residents and visiting walkers.
ACTION: CHAIR

ii) Longhirst Colliery Representation

The two residents present asked for clarification if the Parish Council only serves
the central part of the village, as they had the impression it does not cover
Longhirst Colliery.

The Chair was very clear that the Parish Council represents the whole Parish.
Communication can be a problem across the Parish so in an attempt to actively
encourage more of the community to engage he had identified the three largest
centres of population and invited their residents’ associations to come to each
meeting. Time is specifically set aside on the agenda for this. However Longhirst
Colliery does not attend regularly and has expressed a preference to manage its
own affairs in the main.

Both residents agreed that this does match their understanding of the situation
but stated they would be happy to attend these meetings and put forward
comments from the Colliery Association. One of the residents here tonight does
sit on the Longhirst Colliery Recreation Hall Committee.

Members suggested that both residents discuss this with the Longhirst Colliery
Residents’ Association with a view that one of them might be the formal
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representative. The Chair extended an invitation to both residents to attend
future meetings on a regular basis, either as representatives of the Colliery or in
their own right.

B Update from Northumbria Police
There was no Police representative present and no update has been received.

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS

Cllr Towns is not present and no update has been received.

D RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:

Longhirst Colliery - Norah Dryden (not present tonight)
Micklewood - Jon Mills

Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson (not present tonight)

There were no issues raised.

1 APOLOGIES
Apologies are listed above.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Councillors were asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda (items
can also be declared just prior to the discussion) - there were no declarations.

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 06 JANUARY 2022

The minutes were agreed as an accurate record and were signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (by exception)

There were no items raised.

5 BUSINESS
5.1 Highways Issues:

Ashington Road
The Chair reported that some ditch clearance work has been done and this

should keep the road passable for now but more work will be needed before next
Winter.

Station Road

Station road and the footway alongside have been resurfaced and there are new
road markings at the cross-roads. The Chair thanked the County Council for
doing an excellent job. Some residents had raised concerns about the lack of
kerb facings but the Parish Council accepted that this would be a costly task to
undertake.

Butcher's Lane
The gullies appear to be clear and working on Butcher’s Lane and on the village
main street.
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C125 Station Road

A resident had written in to complain firstly that the work to reinstate the
footpath between the Colliery and the level crossing did not extend far enough,
and secondly that the road was left covered in mud after the recent improvement
works.

The Chair reiterated that unfortunately much of the latter stretch of road does
not and never has had a path, so once the overgrown vegetation was removed
there was only soil/mud underneath. The Parish Council has requested that the
path be extended, and lan Lavery, MP has visited the residents of Longhirst
Colliery and promised them that the path would be installed. However the
County Council feel the work is too costly so any extension to the route is unlikely
to happen soon. ClIr G Fahy had secured an offer from a local company to dig
out the top soil for free, but that company had since moved out of the area.

5.2 Jubilee Activities / Funding (plant a tree / plaque / flags / etc)

Commemorative tree and plaque
Councillors agreed in principle to plant a tree to commemorate the Queen’s

Jubilee. They will need to consider what type and where to plantit. To
complement that they also agreed to buy a commemorative plaque from the
Royal British Legion, but will hold off on that purchase until the tree location has
been decided.

NCC Jubilee Fund

The Chair felt there was no particular need to apply for funding for the
Community Picnic. The event is intended to be quite informal. Arrangements are
being made to have the grass cut and to hire a portaloo.

In response to a question from Clir J Quinn the Chair confirmed that transport is
being arranged for anyone who needs it (such as those with mobility problems)
taking them from their home direct to the woodland and back again.

Cllr J Quinn passed on a request to use the Village Hall tables. The Chair
suggested that tables were not necessary as the event is a picnic, though
individuals are free to bring their own if they would like to. Most people were
expected to bring a blanket and possibly a chair.

5.3 Revised Field Tenancy Agreement & agree the charge for 2022/23
The Clerk reported that the new agreement is not ready yet.
ACTION: CLERK

5.4 Request from resident for litter bin at Longhirst Colliery bus shelter
A resident has written in to request the reinstatement of a litter bin at the bus
shelter at Longhirst Colliery. When the shelter was active there was a bin there,
but it has since been removed or fallen off. The resident complained of rubbish
and human waste being left inside the shelter. The question is whether a bin is
the right answer if the problem is not actually litter. Clir Fahy will look in to this.

ACTION: CLLR G FAHY
6 BUDGET

6.1 Bank Statements 21/22 & Budget Monitoring 21/22
The bank statements and budget figures were available for review but no issues
were raised.
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Bank mandate

Despite assurances from TSB, the Clerk’s address has not been updated and
statements are still being sent to the old address. A new mandate request has
been sent in (signed by the Clerk and the Chair). Until this is complete the fraud
checks cannot be undertaken.

7 REVIEW OF PARISH PLAN

7.1 Structured activity to review Parish Plan - see Programme
The plan identifies key areas for action by the Parish Council and records
progress. The Vice Chair, ClIr Marr, led an activity to review the plan with a view
to updating it and making it more relevant to current needs.

Current position
The Vice Chair discussed the need for residents to be realistic about what the

Parish Council can do and what it can actually influence. He was pleased that we
now have structure to the meetings and are much clearer on the monetary
resources available. But he felt there is still a tendency to discuss the same old
issues and spend too much time on matters that the Parish Council cannot affect;
but does not spend time on issues that are within our remit.

What is the purpose of the Parish Council
Members agreed the following:

e To represent residents and act as their voice

e To develop networks and lobby those with power (particularly
Northumberland County Council)

e To set priorities and deliver activities that are important to the Parish

Cllr Marr felt that the current plan was not actively used by the members. He
believed it is important to use the plan to demonstrate the Council’s
achievements and to justify the precept.

Members agreed that they had not particularly referred to the plan, but the Clerk
pointed out that relevant current activities from it are included in the agenda at
each meeting.

There was some debate around whether to include the word ‘strategic’ in the
plan, or keep it simply as a ‘Parish Plan’.

Aims
Alongside the existing aims, each Councillor gave at least one idea for an activity
it would like to see the Council achieve:

Sense of Community:
e Defibrillator training and associated equipment
e Opportunities to integrate more with other groups in the Parish

Village Infrastructure:
e Continued to encourage people to use the public rights of way
e Encourage more cycling around the village
e Consider parking issues in the village
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Communication:
e Develop networking both with other village groups and with the County
Council

Access to Green Spaces:
e Support the wildlife project

Planning
e Continue to develop good communications around planning issues - both
with residents and the County Council

There was some discussion about whether the key aims were still valid or needed
to be updated. It was agreed to leave these as they are for now.

Clerk felt she had made the structure of the plan too complicated; whilst Cllr Marr
wanted the plan to be used instead of the current agenda. The Clerk advised that
the agenda has to include additional sections over and above the plan, and for
transparency must clearly identify the items that will be discussed.

The Chair suggested leaving the process as it currently stands, but for the Clerk
to update the plan with the new activities discussed tonight. The plan can be
reviewed again at a later date.

ACTION: CLERK

Written update for information on other outstanding issues:

Chair’s update on Parish Groups Meeting

A number of key groups from the Parish met to discuss a variety of upcoming
local issues. It was chaired by Clir P Coates of the Parish Council, with members
from Longhirst Parish Association, Longhirst Show Association, the Parochial
Church Council, Open Gardens, Wildlife Trust and Longhirst Leader.

Jubilee Picnic

The group agreed to propose a Community Picnic in Paddock Wood starting at
12 noon on Saturday 4 June with residents invited to bring along their own
tables, chairs, blankets, food and drink. Further details were discussed under
item 5.2.

Storm Arwen

The Village Hall had proved to be an essential resource during and after the
storms providing heat, water, cooking facilities, electricity and wifi. It was
important to maintain power supplies at the Hall and the Parish Association had
already submitted a bid for solar panels and battery storage. Funds for a
back-up generator will also be sought.

The Chair suggested the Parish Council give a donation of £1,000 per year for
the next three years to the Parish Association. This would be used by the Village
Hall to meet additional emergency running costs. Members agreed to this
proposal.

ACTION: CLERK
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Covid Pandemic

The Parish had fared better than most with local informal social networks
providing assistance where necessary, in particular the volunteer shoppers whose
efforts were much appreciated.

Open Gardens Weekend

Preparations are well underway and a number of gardens have already been
offered for the event.

idlife and C :

The Steering group is hoping to create a formal Wildlife Trust for Longhirst, and
has made a bid for Natural Heritage Lottery funding. To support this bid it is
necessary for the Trust to demonstrate a regular income. Therefore the Chair
proposed that the Parish Council donate £100 per year to the Trust to help with
running costs. Members agreed to this proposal.

St John’s Lychgate
The decision on how to proceed with the repairs lies with the Ecclesiastical

Authorities but this is proving to be slow. There was concern that the sections of
the damaged gate currently being stored outside were beginning to rot.

8.2 Additional items
Dominos Field
As the new Local Plan has Domino's Field designated as green belt and/or open
countryside then the chances of approval are low, regardless of any other
changes made by the applicant.
Dairy Lane
Two key issues remain unanswered: regarding how many properties have
permission on the site, and whether the ‘hole in the wall’ is permanent or
temporary. This is currently being investigated by one of the Case Officers.
Micklewood Close issues
The Chair has advised Micklewood residents to produce a copy of one set of
deeds that state that they will be given pedestrian access onto Dairy Lane.
9 REPORTS from Councillors (by exception)
There were no items raised.
10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There were no items raised.
11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 05 May 2022 (at Longhirst Village Hall)
e Annual Parish (public) meeting - 6.30pm
e Annual Parish Council meeting - to follow at c7pm
e Bi-montly Parish Council meeting - to follow at c7.30pm
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