THE PARISH COUNCIL OF WHITTON AND TOSSON
[bookmark: _Hlk50905324]Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
7.00 p.m. Thursday 31st March 2022
Parish Rooms, Rothbury

Present: 		Hilary Dunn (HD -Chair), Peter Henry (PH), Fran Tait (FT), Alan Tait (AT), 
In attendance: 		Clerk: Garth Rhodes.

The meeting opened at 7.06 p.m.
1. Apologies for absence. None
2. [bookmark: _Hlk106372088]Minutes of the meeting held on the Thursday 31st March 2022 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such (proposed FT, seconded PH).
3. Matters arising from the minutes not appearing elsewhere on the agenda. None.

New Matters
4. Highways and Footways Report.  AT reported:
Highways Inspection:
· A number of potholes along Carterside Road have been filled by Highways Dept earlier this week.  This makes it a simpler drive without having to avoid the potholes.
· There are some large potholes developing near Little Tosson, and I will notify these via the web site and send photographs to Highways Dept.
Footpaths:
·  The Highways Department have now addressed the 18 inch drop at the southern end of the Ladybridge by adding a concrete ramp. I have written to Mitch Young to thank him for this and for filling the potholes.
Verges:
· There are a number of potholes appearing in the passing places along Carterside Road.  I will arrange to fill these with the road planings that we now have available.							                Action: AT/PH
· I have asked the NCC Highways Department to respond regarding the speeding issues along Carterside Road through the Tosson and Newtown hamlets.  I have suggested they paint “SLOW” sign on the tarmac at both ends of the hamlets to encourage drivers to take these blind bends more slowly. Perhaps we should make this one of our priorities for the Local Transport Plan.
Drains:
· The grips which were cleared out by the highways dept have proved to be effective and no serious flooding has occurred recently.
· Alan Winlow has created new grips at the entrance to the field at the bottom of Tosson Bank which should reduce the problem of heavy downpours flooding the road with soil runoff.
· The various drains along the roads have been checked and are all clear of debris.

5. Finance
i) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. Approved.

	06/04/2022
	NCC Pay Ref:  4835643
	Precept First Half
	2347.50



ii) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and Other Payments since the last meeting. Approved.

	26/04/2021
	NorthumberlandALC
	Subscription and Annual Website Fee
	135.16

	10/05/2022
	Rothbury Parish Council (RJBC)
	WTPCJBC1st22 JBC First Half
	1330.95

	
	
	Total
	1466.11



iii) Requests for donations. None

iv) Bank Reconciliation to 13th June 2022. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	

	at 31st May 2022
	Community account
	2393.20
	

	
	Business Saver (at 28.02.22)
	2007.27
	

	
	
	
	
	4400.47

	Less unpresented Payments
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	4400.47


	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	
	4400.47




v) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2021/22
a. To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor. None
b. To approve 2021/22 – Statement of Control. Approved. All in favour.
c. [bookmark: _Hlk106353006]To approve 2021/22 – Certificate of Exemption. Approved. All in favour.
d. To approve Sections 1 - Annual Governance Statement. Approved. All in favour
e. To approve Section 2 - Accounting Statement – Approved. All in favour; Explanation of Variances – Approved - All in favour; Final End of Year Bank Reconciliation – Approved - All in favour 
f. [bookmark: _Hlk103683798]To agree the period for the Exercise of Public Rights: Monday 20 June – Friday 29 July 2022. Approved. All in favour

6. Correspondence: All key issues of correspondence were on the agenda. 

7. Planning: To consider any planning applications and planning matters

	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Comments

	22/01425/LBC
	The Pele Tower Whitton. Listed Building Consent for repairs to damage caused by Storm Arwen
	Application Registered
	No Comment

	21/04383/FUL
	Rams Wood The Pele Tower 
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for PC Comments



8. Police Report. None.

9. Rothbury JBC Report. HD reported that there had been two meetings since the last WTPC meeting, as the first was inquorate. Jeff Sutton was the new Chair, John Devlin Vice Chair and Chris Foggin the Thropton PC rep. It had been agreed that as the JBC had increased its fees the previous year, fees would remain the same for the current year. The renovations to reduce the size of the cemetery roundabout were near completion. Compulsory staff training for weed spraying and the mini digger had been agreed.

10. Coquetdale Cluster Report. There had been no further meetings since the last, reported at the March WTPC meeting. Members were asked to consider agenda items for the next cluster meeting in October and bring these to the next PC meeting. 													    Action: ALL
11. Northumbrian Water: Renewal of sewage raising main at Whitton Bank. This was reported to Northumbrian Water who had carried out an investigation that had exposed a leaking rising main which they had agreed to repair/replace. This was an extensive piece of work and would require the C181 Whitton Village to be closed. Expected road closure 20/06/2022 - 24/06/2022 between 08:00 - 16:00. Clerk had received a more recent report to say that sewage water was running down the bank again and had reported this to NW. The leak is intermittent as the sewage is only pumped up the hill two or three times a week and this is when the leakage occurs and will continue until the work is undertaken.

12. Emergency Planning Issues. HD had attended two Rothbury Emergency Planning meetings and the Emergency Plan was well advanced. A ‘dry run’ of the plan was in development. A generator was to be installed at the Rowsley Court Sheltered Housing Development which would also service the Jubilee Hall which would be the emergency community hub. EE had agreed to install a mobile mast at the Jubilee Hall. The members discussed the issue of mobile masts and the need for these to have emergency generators installed where they were not already. The mast at Great Tosson had failed during Storm Arwen, as the battery backup only functioned for a few hours, leaving residents without any way to communicate by phone for several days. This mast was up for planning reapproval in the near future. It was reported that Cllr Stephen Bridget was in favour of only supporting planning applications for mobile masts where an emergency generator was installed. Members were very supportive of this view and wanted to proactively demonstrate their support. At this stage members were unsure what course to take, and the Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Bridgett for his advice.							 Action: Clerk Anne-Marie Trevelyan had written to the Council to report that the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and Ofgem had published their reviews into the network operators’ handling of Storm Arwen.  The Ofgem and BEIS reports’ primary conclusions were:
System Resilience: 
· Existing network standards did not provide adequate resilience to Storm Arwen’s unusual northerly winds.
· A new ‘outcomes-focused physical resilience standard’ will be developed, which will define resilience standards in terms of the outcomes for consumers.
· Each Distribution Network Operator (DNO) has been ordered to review their severe weather escalation plans.
· The government will update industry best practice to ensure network operators can act quickly.
 Customer Communication: 
· One of the biggest issues faced was the poor service customers received when trying to contact their network operator. All impacted DNOs had excessive abandoned calls and maximum wait times.
· DNOs have been ordered to ensure that communication systems are adequate to meet demand and introduce telephone systems and websites capable of handling increased traffic during a storm.
 Compensation: 
· DNOs should develop more robust payment mechanisms and changes to the compensation payment system so customers are more aware of what they are entitled to, and so compensation is paid out faster.
· The energy regulator Ofgem to commission a review into the compensation payment structure.

13. [bookmark: _Hlk103769218]Rothbury Woodland Creation Project.  Members had been consulted on this matter and a detailed Parish Council response had been submitted. In principle the Parish Council was supportive of the proposal as there recognised there was an urgent need to increase the forest regions of Britain to mitigate the impact of climate change, and these proposals were a small but essential element in addressing this need. However, it was vital that the planting of the proposed woodlands was done in a way that considered wildlife habitats. The Council was indebted to Alan Winlow for his expert guidance on this matter.

14. Tree Planting in Northumberland: working with farmers and landowners. AW had been in discussion with Mark Child, Programme Manager - Great Northumberland Forest, Economy & Regeneration Service at NCC who provided a free service to explore and discuss opportunities for tree planting and were keen to work for and with farmers and landowners’ businesses; provide advice on how they could be funded; and how communities could be involved. They would like their details to be passed on to local farmers and landowners who would be interested. They also had been able to secure some additional funding from DEFRA. Along with the Local Authority Treescape fund there was a great opportunity to support tree planting at any scale. They were currently working on the specific mechanics of how this would work, and Mark was willing either to meet with WTPC or the Coquetdale Cluster to discuss these ideas. Members felt that landowners and farmers in the parish were already aware of this issue and felt that it would be more sensible that Mark attend the next Cluster meeting.

15. Platinum Jubilee Tree Planting. Alan Winlow and team had carried out further tree planting in celebration of the Jubilee. He had provided detailed up-to-date records of tree planting in the Parish. Clerk to distribute the data to members.	 Action: Clerk

16. Commemorative bench in front of Whitton Glebe caravan park. A request from the Mitchinson family had been received to replace the bench. The wood had deteriorated badly, and they wanted to replace it with a recycled plastic one, which they would source.  The Council agreed to the request and to carry out the replacement at no cost to the family. The existing bench to be removed, refurbished and re-sited within the parish by Alan Winlow. AT would oversee the replacement work and he and PH would assist AW in removing and re-siting the old seat and installing the new one. If needed PH could provide the concrete for the base. Clerk to inform the Mitchinson family and AT to liaise directly with them.		    Action: Clerk/AT/PH

17. Local Transport Plan Priorities 2023-24.  The Council had been asked to submit up to three priorities by 29th July this year. Due to the success of previous priorities and regular reporting to Highways of ongoing issues, the Council were only able to identify one significant issue to be put forward as a priority:
· Speeding issues along Carterside Road through Tosson and Newtown hamlets: “SLOW” signs to painted onto the tarmac at both ends of the hamlets to encourage drivers to take these blind bends more slowly.

18. Any Other Business
a. Seating Benches Report 2022. AT reported:
Whitton Bank: The Water Authority had promised to put a new bench outside the new water treatment plant, but have not yet done so.  I will chase them on this. The bench half way up the hill has some rot in the wood at the rear but is not significant enough yet to warrant a repair. The bench next to the notice board at the top of the hill is in good condition.
Whitton to the school: There is a small bench on the edge of Whitton which is in good condition. There is another bench on this road above the school which is in good condition.
Carterside Road: The commemorative bench just past the entrance to Whitton Glebe Caravan Park  (see 16 above)
Lime Kiln: There are two substantial picnic tables at the Lime Kiln car park which are maintained by the National Park.  They are in excellent condition.
Lordenshaw Road: The bench below the entrance to the Simonside car park on the Lordenshaw Road is in good condition.
b. Co-option of Councillor. Clerk was asked to confirm the arrangements with NCC for the co-option of the vacant councillor position.											 Action: Clerk

19. Dates of and Venue for meetings over the next 12 months
[bookmark: _Hlk106353258]Thursday 25th August 2022	7.00 p.m.  Parish Room Rothbury
	Thursday	27th October2022	7.00 p.m.  Parish Room Rothbury 
Thursday 12th January 2023	7.00 p.m.  Parish Room Rothbury
	Thursday	30th March 2023	7.00 p.m.  Parish Room Rothbury
[bookmark: _Hlk64373777]	Thursday	18th May 2023	7.00 p.m.  Parish Room Rothbury

There being no further matters the meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.

Garth Rhodes, Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB
Tel: 01665 570347	 Email: whittonandtossonparishcouncil@gmail.com
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