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At a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the British Legion Room, Warkworth War Memorial Hall, 
Castle Street, Warkworth on Thursday 7 July 2022 at 6.30 pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs T. Barton, A. Broekhuizen, A. Burke, R. Farrall, R. Galilee, G. Popay and S. 
Saunders.  
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
 
Three members of the public were present 
 
20. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Watson. 
 
21. Minutes 
Agreed that the minutes of the annual Parish Council meeting held on 1 June 2022 be approved 
and confirmed.  
 
22. Matters Arising 
22.1  Bench Refurbishment/Repairs 
A quote had been received for the existing bench repairs which was agreed, and it was agreed that 
the contractor should also be asked to look at the picnic bench on the path to the beach which 
needed repair. It was suggested that £100 be allocated for individual bench repairs without prior 
approval from members.   
 

Agreed Action 

Action  Clerk 

 
22.2 Interactive Speed Sign Birling 
This had been agreed by NCC Highways. The Clerk would find out when it was likely to be put in 
place. 

Agreed Action 

Action as above. Clerk 

 
22.3  Warkworth Memorials 
The cost for the total job would be about £200. Members agreed to provide a donation of £100 
towards this.  
 
22.4 Trees in the Churchyard 
Three contractors had been identified to invite tenders from. Tenders would also be invited on the 
Council’s website.  
 
22.5  Weeds/Hedges 
The grass on The Braid and the cycle path had now been cut. Cllr Burke reported that the 
vegetation overgrowth on Station Road was now forcing people into the road near Hermitage Farm. 
This would be reported to NCC. The public would also be asked to keep hedges in the village cut 
back generally as there were several places where they were a problem. This would be highlighted 
in The Pelican.  
 
Cllr Burke would check if the tree debris was still present on Wellfield.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above. Clerk/Cllr Burke 

 
It was noted that weedkilling had been quite aggressive in some parts of the village this year. It was 
suggested that early spraying may have been missed and overcompensated for.  
 
22.6 Christmas Tree 
The Chair had made enquiries today regarding the Christmas tree. A tree 18’-20’ would be around 
£200, 25’ would be £300.   
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23.  Standing Items 
23.1  Play Park – work would commence on 18 July and take around two weeks. This would be 
advertised locally so people were aware. The annual ROSPA report had been received. It did not 
highlight anything that would not be covered by the upgrade work. 
 
23.2  Neighbourhood Plan Report – Members received a report from the Steering Group 
following the drop-in session held on 21 May on the draft Policies and Community Actions drawn up 
following surveys of residents and businesses in the area. Every policy had the backing of at least 
80% of the respondents, and many had 100% support. 80% of respondents had felt that the 
Warkworth settlement boundary should remain as recently set by the Northumberland Local Plan. 
Based on these results, the Neighbourhood Plan would proceed with Policies W1, W2, W3, W5, 
W6, W7 and W8. 
A draft neighbourhood plan would now be prepared by the consultant based on this feedback which 
would be subject to further discussion, and public consultation on a full draft plan would then take 
place. Members acknowledged the amount of work which had been done on this.  
It was noted that Cllr Burke had come off the Steering Group since being elected Chair of the Parish 
Council. As there were sufficient members on the Group, no replacement would be appointed.   
 
23.3  Traffic – rumble strips/ speed marking refresh at the village entrances would be chased up 
with Cllr Watson.    
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above. Clerk 

 
The Chair reported back to members on discussions she had had about the diversion of wide loads 
through the village and the process involved. She was to take up the matter further with a contact at 
NCC as they had a role to play in identifying the route through Warkworth as not being suitable for 
such loads. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above. Cllr Burke 

 
23.4  Cemetery Bank and Cemetery Bank Car Park/Beach Road Car Park – further 
correspondence had been received regarding the number of campervans parked at the Cemetery 
Bank car park. A caravan had also been abandoned for a week. NCC were still considering the 
position and potential future options.  
 
It was noted that rubbish bags being dumped at the Beach Road car park was becoming a bit of a 
problem.    
 
24.  Finance: 
24.1  Current Balances £77,962.41 Treasurers Account, £79,576.96 Instant Access Account 
as at 5 June 2022 

 
24.2. The following payments were approved: 

000830 Clerk Salary and 
expenses June 
2022 

£243.88 

000831 NP Secretary June Salary  £132.10 

000832 HMRC PAYE £140.80 

000833 C. Bowden Noticeboard 
repairs 

£150.00 

000834 Information 
Commissioners Office 

Data Protection 
Fee 

£40.00 

000835 ROSPA Safety inspection £96.60 

000836 Zurich Municipal  Annual Insurance £554.84  

000837 WWMH Donation towards 
framing Roll of 
Honour  

£100.00 

000838 Scouts Cost of materials 
for refurbishment 
of memorial seats  

£500.00 

000839 TP Jones  Payroll £57.60 
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000840 Glasdons Seat (paid by 
family) 

£1204.56 

 
24.3. Receipts: 

06.05.22 NCC  Jubilee funding £500.00 

10.05.22 TSB Interest £19.59 

11.05.22 Usden Family Memorial Bench  £1,381.00 

26.05.22 Rotary Club Jubilee funding £250.00 

  
24.4  Budget Monitoring  
The latest budget monitoring report had been circulated. The Chair reported that Rotary had 
donated £250 towards children’s prizes for the Jubilee event. However, only £110 had been spent. 
The Chair would ask Rotary if they wanted the balance returned or if they were happy for it to be 
used as a contribution towards a seat in the play park.   
  

Agreed Action 

Action as above. Cllr Burke 

 
A Finance Committee meeting would be set up for September. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above. Clerk 

 
25. The Queen's Jubilee village events 
This had been a great success and the village had looked really good. The PC expressed special 
thanks to Warkworth Painting and Decorating and Greys Shop, and to Northumberland County 
Council for their financial support to purchase the beacon. Thanks were also expressed to Len 
Smith who had done the photographs. Consideration was given to where the beacon could be 
stored and it was agreed that Cllr Saunders would discuss the possibility of storing it in the 
memorial hall with the Management Committee.   
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above. Clerk/Cllr Saunders 

 
An email had been received regarding the street party at Barns Road, which was noted. This had 
been a great success.  
  
26.   Councillor Area Reports 
 
Cllr Broekhuizen: the vegetation on the left side of cemetery Bank going up was very overgrown 
and forced pedestrians out into the road. The path down to the beach from the toilets also needed 
cutting back again.   
 
Cllr Saunders – there were many areas in the village where overgrown hedges were encroaching 
onto pavements. Members agreed that this should be highlighted in the minutes extract for The 
Pelican. 
 
Cllr Barton:  

• Cllr Watson was to speak to Barry Wilson about the trees on The Wynd. The Chair reported 
that Cllr Watson had already raised this with Barry and it would be helpful if both she and 
Cllr Barton could meet with Barry when he visited.  

• Cllr Barton also raised the issue of the rocks on Marina Road. The Chair advised that she 
would remind Danny Goodall about this.  

 

Agreed Action 

Action as above. Chair 

 

• Cllr Barton asked for an update on the VAS sign at The Wynd.  
 
Cllr Popay: The footpath going down Beal Bank had still not been done and there had been a  
missed grass cut  just before the Jubilee. Ember Gardens had been very untidy.    
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Cllr Galilee: The Oaklands trees which had received planning permission were all down now. The 
litterbin collection frequency seemed to have dropped recently.  
 

Agreed Action 

Actions identified above Clerk 

 
27. County Councillor Report 
Cllr Watson had submitted a written report as follows:- 
 

• The mobile homes issue was continuing. He had counted 6 at the Braid legally parked and 
15 at the PC car park last Friday night. There had been no litter or misuse at either place. 
He had spoken with NCC and discussed possible solutions for control of the PC car park, 
but it was unlikely that any changes would be made this year. Controlled overnight stays 
would need planning approval and agreement with Northumberland Estates as well as 
NCC. He was hopeful that an acceptable solution to all could be found which would give the 
PC more control and better use of the site. The whole issue of mobile homes in 
Northumberland would be discussed by NCC at the end of the current trial period in 
September. 

• Trees at bottom of the Wynd were to be assessed by tree officer. 

• There were ongoing discussions including a meeting with Highways about speed signs.  

• There was a window out in the bus shelter at the top of Beal Bank.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action with joiner Clerk 

 
28. Planning:  
28.1  The following applications were considered: 
(1) 22/02152/FUL Construction of a first floor side extension and single storey extension to front 
elevation, 31 Warkworth Avenue Warkworth  - No comments 
 
(2) 22/00421/PREAPP Coquet View Caravan Park Warkworth Morpeth  - members agreed that a 
meeting with the case officer and agent was the preferred way forward to feed into the pre-app 
process.   
 

Agreed Action 

Action with NCC Planning  Clerk 

 
28.2  The following decisions were confirmed: 
(1) 22/01884/FUL Magdalene House The Guildens Warkworth - No comments 

 
28.3  The following decisions were noted: 
(1)  22/01375/FUL Garden building containing gym and home office. 
Location Shortridge Hall Garden House Shortridge Hall Warkworth - Granted 
(2) 22/00660/FUL Alteration/conversion of stables, hayloft and annex into 3no. holiday lets 
with assoc. parking and package treatment plant and construction of 
detached garage, Outbuildings North Morwick Hall Acklington - Granted 
 
29.  Correspondence Received 
29.1  2023-24 LTP Priorities - These were agreed as:- 

• rumble strips or other appropriate traffic calming measures at each entrance to the village to 
slow vehicle speeds. 

• a 20 mph speed limit through the village. 

• Creation of a safe crossing point in the vicinity of the bottom of Cemetery Bank eg a traffic 
island. 

29.2  Email from resident re Watershaugh Road traffic – The PC supported the request for a 
30MPH sign and ‘Ford’ sign. The Clerk would raise with NCC. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action with NCC   Clerk 
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29.3  Northumberland Town and Parish Council Climate Change Toolkit – this would be looked a 
further at the September meeting alongside the Neighbourhood Plan.  
29.4  Email from resident re footpath across fields from Guiders Burn – it was noted that this was 
common at this time of the year though this field was normally clear. The Chair would speak with 
the resident.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action  Chair 

 
29.5  Email re Defibrillator Grant – members agreed that there were already sufficient 
defibrillators in the village. However, a sign in the hall pointing to the nearest one would be useful.  
29.6  AONB Coastlands Drop In Event – members felt that some clarity was needed on how the 
PC could properly input into where funding was spent, and that the consultation had merely been a 
tick box exercise. The Clerk was asked to write to the Chair of the AONB expressing concerns that 
projects within the Parish were being considered without due consultation with the PC, or proper 
representation on the AONB.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action with AONB  Clerk 

 
29.10 Northumbria Police crime report-noted. 
29.11  Veteran Needs Survey – this would be completed by the Chair.   
 

Agreed Action 

Action  Chair 

 
30.  Information Items 
30.1   Supporting Unpaid Carers in Northumberland for Carers Week 6-12th June 
30.2  CAN Enews 13 May 2022 
30.3  Climate Website consultation 
30.4  NALC Enews 25 May 2022 
30.5  NALC Member Council Update 27 May 2022 
 
31. Items for next meeting 

• Co-Options 

• Climate Change Toolkit 

• Apologies from Cllr Saunders were noted 
 
32. Date and Time of Next Meeting  
 
  Thursday 1 September 2022 at 6.30pm.  
 
 
 
The meeting finished at 8.50 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 

 


