[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		7th December 2022
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7.15 p.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk118111384]Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Natalie Taylor (NT) Dave Wellden (DW)
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, 3 members of the public, Clerk
The meeting opened at 7.03 p.m. 
1) Apologies for Absence – 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 21 below 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk118115176]Enforcement Strategy Consultation
3) Declaration of Interests – DL declared an interest in item 16: School Community Project
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None
5) Community Police Report- A/Sgt Darren Stapleton (DS) & PC Andy Newby attended the meeting and gave the following report: DS was new to the team. He was keen for the Neighbourhood team to work in partnership with local agencies and organisations. The team covered a large geographical area which reached from the coast and as far west as Elsdon and north to Powburn. There was a new system in place which enabled an overview of activity of both areas and specific streets. Longframlington was now part of a larger area which reached as far as Nunnykirk. In the last 12 weeks there had been 65 reported incidents in our area of which 27 were public issues and 20 transport related. Only two crimes were recorded. There had been a marked decline in incidents in our area and crime was significantly less than other nearby places such as Alnwick. Residents of Longframlington could be assured that they lived in a safe village. There was one outstanding issue, which had been agreed at the recent site visit between the Police and the PC, to look at the parking and traffic problems at the junction of the A697 and the Rothbury Road, which was to set up a further site meeting to include representation from the NCC Highways. DS agreed to follow up on this matter.							      Acton: DS
6) County Councillors Report. None. Cllr Thorne was not in attendance.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2022 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. Proposed DL, Seconded DW, All in Favour.
Housekeeping Issues – These issues should take no longer than 60 minutes.
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. No further communication from NCC but a traffic survey camara had been placed near the chicane at the High Town junction.
b) Lightpipe Farm Cussins Development – Bus Stops.  Even though Cussins had written to NCC to say that the PC did not want the bus stops and that Cussins were prepared for the money allocated to be used elsewhere in the village, NCC Planning were adamant that these should go ahead as this was a decision of the Planning Inspectorate. Cllr Thorne had been asked to set up a meeting with Planning put no response from him on this had been received. GF to speak to TT on this matter and if no satisfactory outcome for him to contact the Leader of the Council.			     Action: GF
c) Installation of electricity to bus shelter. The repairs to the conduit had been completed and the system was now safe. However, the internal light has been disconnected until a replacement motion sensor can be sourced. The top row of plugs in the box was not live and has been reported to NCC who had agreed to make an inspection.
d) General service review: Archiving. Hard copy and electronic archiving were now complete. Awaiting response from NCC Archives for advice on arrangements for depositing accounts records dating back to 2010 until 2015,  annual audit reports from 2002 to 2015 and electronic records pre 2010 and from 2010 - present.				Action: Clerk
e) Repairs to Grit Bins on Church Street. Outstanding.						   Action: DW
9) Finance
a) Annual Pay Award and Salary Review 2022-23. The Local Government Association (LGA) had come to an agreement with the unions representing local government employees on the 2022/23 pay offer. The terms of the agreement included the following:
i. With effect from 1 April 2022, an increase of £1,925 (FTE) on all NJC pay points 1 and above.
ii. With effect from 1 April 2023, an increase of one day to all employees’ annual leave entitlement
For the LPC Clerk who was currently on SCP 10 this increased the hourly rate from £11.28 to £12.28.  The members agreed to implement the pay award backdated to 1st April 2022. The Clerk’s salary to be reviewed at the anniversary of his appointment which is 20th February 2023.
b) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. Approved
	04/11/2022
	Purves
	Jean McClean Burial
	400.00


c) Approval of clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting
	02/11/2022
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Amazon : Survey Line marker
	8.04

	02/11/2022
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance (Sept)
	157.00

	15/11/2022
	Valerie (Anne) Lowrie reimburse
	Instantprint: School Survey Flyers x 1000
	60.68

	30/11/2022
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt estimated reading
	19.23

	01/12/2022
	Sintons Solicitors
	Legal Fees Cemetery land transfer
	2805.20

	01/12/2022
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	393.16

	01/12/2022
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	95.40

	01/12/2022
	Graham Fremlin Expenses
	Henzil- Christmas Tree (£80), British Legion - Poppy donation (£20), Homebase - Wiring for tree (£30.90) - Timers for lights (£16), The Works - items for emergency hub (£29.50) Amazon,- items for emergency hub (£176.39, £36.41).
	389.20

	
	
	Total
	3927.91


d) Requests for donations. None
e) Bank Reconciliation to 5th December 2022. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements as at 25th November 2021
	£

	Community account
	65809.15

	Business Saver
	6107.26

	
	71916.41

	Less unpresented cheques
	30/11/2022
	British Gas 
	19.23
	

	
	01/12/2022
	Sintons Solicitors
	2805.20
	

	
	01/12/2022
	G Rhodes
	393.16
	

	
	01/12/2022
	HMRC
	95.40
	

	
	01/12/2022
	Graham Fremlin Expenses
	389.20
	3702.19

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	68214.22

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	68214.22


f) Appointment of new External Auditors 2023 -2028.  The appointed auditor was to be MAZARS LLP. who work out of Newcastle. The annual external auditor fee would increase by £10 to £210 (unless other fees are incurred).
10) Allotments
a) Management including:
i. Alexander John Munro Allotment plaque. Design and quotation were approved.		 Action: Clerk
ii. Allotments inspection. Generally, plots were on good order. One tenant had given up their tenancy and this would be reallocated within the week.							Action: Clerk
b) Maintenance.  Repairs to fencing etc were ongoing
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. No issues to report
b) Sports courts and playground review Outstanding.						Action: DW
c) Update on repairs The perimeter boarding around the swings had been replaced and the holding wire to the mesh around the sportscourt had now been repaired. No other outstanding repairs.
d) Safety signage All now installed except one for the sportscourt.					Action: DW
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/01648/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall Front Street 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02631/FUL
	Land Northwest Of The Dairy Low Town Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	2/03560/FUL
	Wardle House, Front Street - Garage with home office above
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/03986/VARYCO
	1 The Paddock Longframlington 
	Withdrawn
	

	22/03979/FUL
	Corner House Longframlington NE65 8DX
	Registered
	To support the application

	22/04155/FUL
	Bluebell Cottage Dene House Farm Cottages Longframlington 
	Registered
	Observations by 13th December 2022.

	22/03939/FUL
	Canada Farm A697 Phase 4 of the existing falcon breeding facility comprising 2 blocks of 10 chamber imprint building
	Registered
	To support the application


13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. Lorraine Jones (Plot 292). Ashes to be interred into full plot Non 292 on 8th December 2022(Payment in full).
b) Memorial applications. Lorraine Jones Plot 292 (Payment in full). Approved.
c) Maintenance.  The cemetery extension had now been mowed. Andrea Munro to be informed to say that she could now make arrangements for the planting of hydrangeas.						Action: Clerk
d) Cemetery Extension. The PC had now received the statement for completion of the land transfer to LPC. There remained the final registration of all the sections which needed to be completed  before the ground could to be consecrated. The Diocesan Office also required a further formal response from NCC that there were no planning issues associated with the cemetery extension.									     Action: GF
14) Action Plan – December 2022
a) [bookmark: _Hlk121414403]Allotment Invoices.  It was agreed to include an action to review Allotment Fees in December in the Action Plan, prior to the invoices being sent out. It was also agreed to keep the rent for Allotments as £20 p.a. for a full plot and £10 p.a. for a half plot fees for 2023. Awaiting water charges for second half of year before invoices could be raised.	Action: Clerk
b) Allotment Meeting. As allotment meetings in the past had been poorly attended and had few significant issues, It was agreed to remove this item from the Action Plan, but to include within the rent invoice letter a request to tenants to inform the Clerk of any issues they wished to raise. Such matters would be dealt with accordingly and if necessary, a meeting of tenants could be called to discuss such issues.						 Action: Clerk
c) Discuss and formulate next year’s action plan . The Plan was reviewed and the following actions were agreed/amended:
i) Longframlington Emergency Action Plan Meeting – to review the Plan and Procedures in preparation for the winter in June.
ii) Annual Inspection of Emergency Action Grab Bag – to ensure full complement of equipment and provisions and that the equipment is in full working order and provisions have good sell by dates. Replace any faulty equipment and out of date stock each October.
iii) To review allotment fees each December.
iv) To remove the item in December to consider an allotment meeting but to include within the rent invoice, a request to tenants to inform the Clerk of any issues they wished to raise.
 Main Issues 
15) Review of internal policies & procedures. The members agreed that the current policies and procedures were in good order and no amendments were necessary.
16) [bookmark: _Hlk120462060]School Community Project including:
a) School Community Project Committee Update.  GN had been appointed as Chair to the committee. A meeting of the committee was to take place on Thursday 8th December when:
· procedures and regulations would be formulated and discussed;
· further analysis and discussion of the recent survey would be undertaken;
· preparation for the meeting with Sue Aviston would be take place.
b) Results from Survey 
Total Delivered	660
Total returned	221	33%
Yes		183	83%
No		 38	17% 
c) Meeting with Sue Aviston, Education, NCC  to take place at 9.30 a.m. on 14th December. 
It was agreed that the committee should share the outcomes of  the survey and outcomes of their meetings, with Swarland School and Swarland & Newton-on-the-Moor PC which they can communicate to their communities. It was unfortunate that neither NCC or Cllr Thorne had shared the NCC briefing paper on Swarland School with the LPC and the village. It was important that clear lines of communication on this matter, between NCC,  the school and the three communities were maintained.
17) Longframlington Emergency Action Plan including:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk115705856]Grab Bag The vast majority of the items for the grab bag had now been acquired and were to be put in storage in the filing cabinet in the small front room of the Memorial Hall. There may be insufficient room for everything; the Hall Committee would be asked if the excess could be stored in the loft. It was agreed to acquire high vis vests and identification lanyards for LEAP volunteers.				 		          Action: GF/ Clerk
b) Updates to Action Plan. This would be updated once the grab bag items, inventory and document pack were complete. 											 Action: Clerk
c) Applications for funding for solar energy at the Memorial Hall. This had been submitted to Northern Powergrid along with a letter of support from the PC. The NCC CCT had  also agreed to send a letter of support to NPG.
d) NCC Community Preparedness Training Analysis  Members considered the training needs analysis and agreed their response. 										 Action: Clerk
18) Longframlington Climate Change Action Plan including: 
a) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee update. Progress being made and a meeting of the committee to take place in January.
b) Assessment of trees/woodland and TPO application to NCC. GA had undertaken a survey of trees at the North End of the village with photos and species identified. South End yet to be completed. A map of the TPO areas needs to be drawn up and then the application document completed and submitted to NCC via the Clerk as soon as possible. DW/NT to assist. 										      Action: DW/NT/GA
c)  Wild flower areas.  The first wild flower area had now been strimmed. Signs explaining the project had been produced and were ready for erection. Removal of the grass and rotivation was to be the next step. Ian Lakey had researched the species to be planted and had bought, at his own expense, the wild flower seeds  The project had acquired a good amount of interest and positive feedback.
19) NCC  Community Chest Scheme. Community groups, charities and social enterprises in our parish were eligible to apply to the Council's Community Chest Scheme. The next deadline was Friday 13th January. Agreed for this to be circulated more widely via the Facebook page. 										     Action: GA
20) NCC Cost of Living Support for Residents.  This e-communication had been designed to provide information and resources on the support available in Northumberland for residents. Agreed for this to be circulated more widely via the Facebook page.											     		     Action: GA
21) Any Urgent Business 
a) NCC Enforcement Strategy Consultation. Members were asked to read through the draft Strategy in preparation for the production of a PC response at the January PC meeting.						     Action: All
22) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting : Wednesday 4th January 2023 at 7.00 p.m.
a) To set budget and precept 2023/24

Meeting closed at 8.47 p.m.  

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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