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At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Felton Village Hall at 7:15pm on 4 October 2021.  The Meeting started four 
minutes late at 7:19pm.   
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, J Cruden, G Cuthbert, B Dickson, R Evans, T Hood, G Lings (Chairman), L Sowter,  and 

A Walton.   
 
97. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Thornton 
 
98. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and Granting of Dispensations  

 
a. Cllr Lings declared an interest in Item 15 (The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (2022) – W.I. Proposal for Tree and 

Commemorative Plaque) as his wife is the president of the W.I.  
b. Cllrs Evans, Cruden and Sowter declared a potential interest in Item 9 (Recreation Lane – Access) depending 

on what exactly is discussed as they all own property situated along the Lane.  
c. Cllr Hood declared an interest in Item 11 (Landscaping Contract – Specification and Tendering) as he is related 

to the current contractor.   
 
99. Public Participation  
 

a. A resident expressed concern about the emergency landing of an aircraft in Felton 230 metres away from 
residential property and asked the Parish Council what actions it will take.  The Clerk confirmed she had also 
received an email from a different resident.  The Parish Council will consider this matter.  

b. A resident stated that they had learned today of the imminent installation of EV charging points on Main Street.  
The Parish Council has not been involved or consulted by NCC who have instead consulted Felton CAN.  The 
resident asked if the Parish Council can discuss how this has come about in order to avoid it happening again.  
Cllr Lings stated that this was not on the Agenda to be discussed at this Meeting but that he will call an 
extraordinary meeting as soon as possible to discuss this matter.   

c. A resident stated that Minute 87 in the draft Minutes for approval at this Meeting does not accurately reflect the 
discussions held.  The resident made the following statement, which they provided in writing to the Clerk following 
the meeting for inclusion:  

“The minutes provided by the clerk do not reflect the discussion that took place. Although they do not need  
to be verbatim, they need to accurately reflect the discussion that took place. I don’t believe those minutes 
reflected that item. 
If this item 87. is passed as it is written it adds further insult to the residents involved and shows that the 
clerk and the PC are still intent on covering up the illegal purchase of the publishing machine on behalf of 
an outside organisation The Bridge. 
In there it says “The PC discussed the circumstances around the printer”, that’s it. there is no mention of 
my discussion with the Chairman and his response that this was “incorrectly done, purchased illegally 
claimed vat illegally”. 
No mention of Cllr Hood referencing a letter saying there was a change in VAT law which when challenged 
by the chair, said he would provide. 
No mention that this was not the first time, second time but the third time that this illegal purchase of the 
printer had happened. 
No mention that the PC labelled a resident vexatious because they challenged the legality of the purchase 
and subsequently finding there were two previous unlawful purchases. 
The new chair offered an instant apology, but that was from him personally. There has been no formal 
apology to the resident by the PC. 
As I said earlier the proposed minute adds to the cover up of the actions of the PC.” 

The Chairman and Clerk proposed that the Minutes should be left as drafted but that the points and comments 
raised by the resident should be set out verbatim in the Minutes of this Meeting under public questions and 
should be noted by the Parish Council when it agrees the Minutes.  The resident accepted this approach.   

 
100. The Minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2021 were agreed as a true record, subject to the following 

amendments:  
 

a. Minute 77 – Correction of the words “had definitely” to “has since”. 
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b. Minute 87 – The Parish Council noted the comments and issues raised by the resident in relation to this minute 
during public participation (see Minute 99c).    

c. Minute 88 – Addition of “Resolved:  That the Layby Working Group will provide details of their contact at NCC 
to County Cllr Trevor Thorne.”  

 
101. Finance  

 
a. The Parish Council received the financial statement and budget monitoring document to 21 September 2021.   

 
b. Resolved:  to authorise the following payments:  

 

Payee  Head of Expenditure Cost  VAT  Total   Reference  

Playsafety Ltd – 
ROSPA 
Inspection  

Play Area  £86.00 £17.20 £103.20 PC21/22.15 

St James’ Square 
Limited  

Legal Fees £947.00 £189.40 £1,136.40 PC21/22.16 

P Brown  Grounds Maintenance – 
Staff 
Graves – staff  
Fuel  

£576.67 £4.33 
  

£581.00 FCJC21/22.14  

C Lewis  Clerks Salary  
Cemetery – Clerk’s 
Salary    
Clerk’s Expenses  
Zoom  
Stationery   

£529.20 £2.40 £531.60 PC21/22.21 
and 

FCJC21/22.15 

Bentham Ltd Stationery  £34.30 £6.86 £41.16 PC21/22.22 

St James’ Square 
Limited 

Legal Fees £325.00 £65.00 £390.00 PC21/22.23 

 
102. Policy and Procedure  
 

a. Finance Committee – The Clerk recommended that personnel matters be delegated to the Finance Committee.   
 

Resolved:    
i. To delegate personnel matters to the Finance Committee.   
ii. To approve the additional wording to be inserted into the Finance Committee’s Terms of Reference, subject 

to the addition of the words “and report to full Council” to Paragraphs 5.2, 5.4 and 5.5.   
 

b. Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Terms of Reference – The Clerk confirmed that the Terms of 
Reference should set out the delegated authority of the Committee.  The policy document can then be reviewed 
by the Committee and submitted to the full Parish Council for approval.  Co-opted non-councillor members will 
not have voting rights unlike those on the Recreation Field Committee, where they may vote on the management 
of Recreation Field as this is management of land.   

 
Resolved:    

i. To adopt the Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Terms of Reference.   
ii. To confirm the appointment of Cllrs Cuthbert, Evans and Walton following the name change and adoption 

of the Terms of Reference.   
iii. To appoint Cllr Lings as Reserve Member of the Committee.   
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103. Climate Change Emergency  
The Parish Council has received a brief consultation from NCC on Climate Emergency Declarations.  The Parish 
Council noted that NCC had hosted a meeting on Zoom.  Unfortunately, this was held at short notice without much 
advertisement.   
 
Resolved:   
 
a. To declare a climate change emergency.   
b. To ask the Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee to consider what next steps should be taken and to 

report back to the Parish Council.    
 

104. Parish Representation at Meetings 
 

a. Cllrs attended Code of Conduct Training arranged by NCC.  
b. There have been meetings of the Recreation Field Committee, Policies Working Group and Contracts Working 

Group.  The Contracts Working Group is making progress towards a full set of specifications for grass cutting 
and landscaping.   

 
105. Recreation Lane – Access  

 
[The Clerk confirmed that the matter under discussion was formalising access for those properties who do not have 
access recorded in their title deeds. Cllrs Evans and Sowter left the room during this item].   
 
The Parish Council noted that the solicitor previously prepared draft Deeds to grant access to the properties at the 
top end of the Lane (nearest Main Street).  The Parish Council now needs to agree these.  A Deed for No 26 Main 
Street can be prepared in the same terms.  The Parish Council discussed whether the property owners should be 
asked to pay the legal costs.  The Parish Council also discussed whether property owners should be required to pay 
a contribution towards the maintenance of the Lane.  It was noted that it would be difficult to calculate how much each 
property should contribute as they will all have access over different lengths of the Lane.  The Lane is also used by 
many other users, encouraged by the car parking facility at the Recreation Field end, who are contributing to its 
deterioration.  It was noted that it is some years since the last maintenance was required.   
 
Resolved:   
a. To ask the property owners to pay the legal fees incurred by the Parish Council for preparation of the Deeds 

granting access.   
b. To defer a decision on maintenance costs pending more information on when this was last done.   

 
[Cllr Hood left the Meeting.]   
 
106. Local Transport Plan Programme 2022/23 
 

The Parish Council discussed the proposed priorities.   
 
Resolved:  To put forward the following three priorities for consideration by NCC to be included in the LTP 2022/23:  
 
1. Parking and Traffic Issues at the Oval.  Mrs Krzyzosiak will provide details to the Clerk on behalf of the Oval 

Working Group.  
2. Parking and Road Surface at South View and South Lane.  Mrs Krzyzosiak will provide details to the Clerk on 

behalf of the South View and South Lane Working Group.  
3. Speed of traffic through the village, which poses a risk to property and pedestrians.   

 
107. Landscaping Contract  

 
Resolved:  To defer to an Extraordinary Meeting to be called next week to allow the Contracts Working Group and 
the Clerk time to finalise the paperwork.   
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108. Grass Cutting Contract  
 
Resolved:  To defer to an Extraordinary Meeting to be called next week to allow the Contracts Working Group and 
the Clerk time to finalise the paperwork.   
 

109. Noticeboard at Coquet Park  
 
The noticeboard purchased by Bellway and installed at the entrance to Coquet Park has lockable doors instead of T-
handles which would allow access by the community.   
 
Resolved:  To purchase two pairs of T-handles at a cost of £60 (for both) plus delivery and VAT.   
 

110. Defibrillator  
 
The Parish Council discussed whether a new defibrillator should be installed on or around the Bridge, to replace the 
one which was removed from outside the Running Fox.  The emergency services were apparently not aware of the 
removal.  At present, the nearest defibrillators are at the top of the hill in West Thirston or at the Village Hall in Felton. 
It would be possible for a defibrillator to be installed in the Red Phone Box but this would require rearranging the 
interior.    
 
Resolved:  To ask Thirston Parish Council and the Northumberland Arms whether a defibrillator could be installed 
outside the Northumberland Arms.   
 

111. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (2022) – W.I. Proposal for Tree and Commemorative Plaque 
 
The W.I. are reviewing suitable trees and/or shrubs.  The Clerk will check the ownership of the grassed area beside 
the layby as it is understood this is still Parish Council land.   
 
Resolved:  To support the W.I. proposal to plant a tree and to put a commemorative plaque up with the tree.   
 

112. Remembrance – Displaying a Tommy Campaign by RBLI 
 
Resolved:  To refer this to Felton Cemetery Joint Committee.   
 

113. Felton Surgery  
 
a. The Clerk has received an email from Assura, in which they state they have been asked to put the development 

‘on hold’ while Felton Surgery resolves some issues with its current accommodation.   
 

Resolved:  The Clerk will write to Felton Surgery to ask what the issues are.  The Clerk will also write to Assura 
to ask what their position would be if Felton Surgery pulled out, in particular whether they would be willing to 
proceed with a different practice if necessary.  

 
b. A resident has complained to Trust Mgt that residents are being charged to maintain land belonging to Bellway.  

Trust Mgt sent the resident a plan of the land to be transferred to Trust Mgt which includes some of the land 
allocated for the surgery.  This is different from the plans previously sent to the Parish Council and contrary to 
assurances from Bellway that the whole of the surgery land will be transferred to the Parish Council.  Cllr Lings 
has written to Bellway to ask for confirmation of the land to be transferred to the Parish Council and he will inform 
the resident when an answer is received.   

 
114. Report from County Councillor Trevor Thorne  
 

County Cllr Thorne was not in attendance but provided a written update.   
 
a. County Cllr Thorne provided an update on matters ongoing elsewhere in the county:  the Northumberland Line 

which will run between Newcastle Central and Ashington and plans to build a new cable factory on the site of a 
former power station.   
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b. County Cllr Thorne is trying to arrange a meeting with Highways to discuss traffic problems in the village for 
Monday 11 October.   

 
c. The Riverside parking scheme is moving forward, with moves to keep yellow lines away from the Running Fox.  

County Cllr Thorne is particularly keen to see the introduction of ‘marked out’ car parking bays on the road 
Bridge.   

  
115.  Update from Northumbria Police  
 

One crime was reported between 1 September and 4 October.  This related to a theft from a motor vehicle on 15 
September at 12:00, in which an iPad was taken from an unsecured vehicle.  The iPad was later abandoned nearby.   
 
There have been no offences reported which should cause concern to residents.  Neighbourhood officers will continue 
to monitor parking outside Felton Surgery.  The community engagement van will be attending villages again and 
dates will be provided in due course.   
 

116. Correspondence   
 

The Parish Council noted the list of correspondence received since the last meeting.   
 

117. Date of Next Ordinary Meeting –  7:15pm on Monday 1 November 2021 at Felton Village Hall.   
 

118. Items for the Next Agenda 
 
The following items were requested for the next Agenda: 

• Recreation Lane – Access to agree documents 

• Ramp at Riverside – referred to Property Management Committee to report back to Parish Council  

• Seats outside the Village Hall – referred to Property Management Committee to report back to Parish Council  

• Employing a regular maintenance man – referred to Finance Committee to report back to Parish Council  

• Waste bin/area at the Cemetery – referred to Cemetery Committee  
 
Chairman closed the meeting at 8:40pm.  

 

 


