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At the Meeting of the Property Management Committee held at Felton Village Hall on Monday 11 October 2021 at 

7:30pm. 

Present:   Cllrs Cruden, Dickson, Lings and Hood.   

1. Election of Chairman 

Resolved:  To appoint Cllr Cruden as Chairman.    

2. Update on Damaged Tree affecting Ramp at Riverside 

Cllr Cruden reported on actions taken in response to the tree which has partially come down onto the Ramp.  Cllr 

Cruden left a voicemail for Barry Wilson, NCC Tree Officer on Saturday 9 October when the tree was discovered.  

Mr Wilson returned Cllr Cruden’s call on Monday 11 October and sent out a tree surgeon to look at and remove the 

damaged sections the same afternoon.  The tree surgeon has condemned the whole tree.  NCC will attend as soon 

as possible to remove the remainder of the tree as it requires specialist equipment.  A date will be provided in the 

next few days.  Branches can be chipped and the larger sections will be cut into manageable pieces and left in a 

neat pile to which residents may help themselves.  NCC have carried out the work as it is possible that NCC owns 

that section of unregistered land.  Cllr Hood stated that the land on the river side of the retaining wall belongs to the 

Parish Council and the land on the near side to NCC.   

The Committee took the opportunity to update itself on the position regarding tree inspections.  The Recreation Field 

Committee has been considering this matter and the Clerk has already obtained one quote from the company which 

carries out tree inspections for Felton Primary School.  The Clerk is in the process of obtaining further quotes.  The 

Clerk will expand the request to include an inspection of trees at Riverside.  Cllr Cruden confirmed from his 

discussions with Mr Wilson that NCC is unable to carry out tree inspections.  However, Mr Wilson stated that the 

inspection need not be carried out by a tree surgeon.  The Parish council could carry out inspections and record its 

findings and make cases for, e.g., crowning.  Mr Wilson would then look at the recorded findings and photographs 

and could take action.  Mr Wilson stated that it is within NCC’s remit to deal with ash tree die back and other such 

issues.  Mr Wilson indicated that he will shortly be sending a pack of information and guides to the Clerk.  Mr Wilson 

also stated that if it is in the best public safety interests to remove a tree, this will trump SSSI or conservation area 

status.   

3. Election of Vice-Chairman  

Resolved:  Not to appoint a Vice-Chairman.  

4. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Thornton 

5. Declarations of Interest – None 

6. Terms of Reference and Appointment of Committees and/or Working Groups 

Resolved:  To appoint committees and working groups as the need arises.   

7. Finances 

a. The Committee received an update from the Clerk on the current financial position.  The Committee has 

delegated power to authorise expenditure out of four earmarked reserve funds:  Allotments; Felton in Bloom; 

Noticeboard – Replacement; and Street Furniture.  The Felton in Bloom Fund is reasonably healthy; funds were 

allocated to Felton in Bloom to cover the cost of replacement planters.   

b. There are two additional earmarked reserve funds which relate to the areas of responsibility of the Committee, 

but for which it does not have delegated power to spend:  Environmental/Riverside; and Fixed Assets.   

c. There is an earmarked Reserve Fund for Davisons Obelisk but this only holds sufficient fund to pay the annual 

maintenance costs, 50% of which are then recharged to Newton on the Moor & Swarland Parish Council, and 

the Committee does not have delegated power to spend from this fund.   

d. The Committee considered its budget requirements for the financial year 2022/23.  The Committee did not wish 

to make any changes to the proposed figures provided by the Finance Committee.  
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8. Ramp at Riverside  

The Committee discussed the condition of the Ramp and the merits of different materials.  Although composite 

material is more expensive, the rising price of timber will have minimised the price difference to some extent.  

Composite material will last longer and require fewer repairs and less maintenance.  The Committee needs to 

research whether composite material could be used for the walkway on the existing timber uprights;  a competent 

joiner should be able to advise on this.  The Committee noted that the Ramp walkway and handrails are in very poor 

condition.  The uprights appear to be sound.  There is silt damage to the base of the Ramp.  The Committee 

discussed the extent of repairs needed, noting that if the uprights need to be moved or replaced that this will be a 

considerably bigger and therefore more expensive job.  The Committee considered whether advantage could be 

taken of the tree removal to change the location of the top of the Ramp, eliminating the flat section and therefore 

halving material costs.   

Resolved:   

a. Cllr Cruden will prepare a specification for the works with assistance from the Clerk as required.  

b. To close the Ramp until repairs are carried out.   

9. Benches at the Village Hall  

The Committee has been informed that the Village Hall Committee is improving its garden area with a theme of 

celebration for the Jubilee, and that part of this would involve changing the position of the benches.  The Committee 

agreed that the present position of the benches appears fine; many residents sit and chat to each other while 

watching passers-by.  The Committee considered whether any work was perhaps needed to the flagstones.  The 

Clerk will write to the Village Hall Committee and will ask them to confirm what they are requesting.   

10. Red Phone Box  

Cllr Cruden has carried out considerable research into refurbishment of red phone boxes.  The red phone box is 

listed which brings into force extensive regulations into how refurbishment and repairs are carried out.  Cllr Cruden 

has identified a company which provides a full refurbishment service to a good condition for just under £3,000 (plus 

VAT).  This includes undercoat, three coats of top coat, and replacement glass and fittings.  They also provide a 

museum quality refurbishment service including installation of a model phone in the box, but the Committee agreed 

this was not necessary.  The company’s preferred method for delivery of the service is to remove the phone box 

and to carry out the refurbishment on its premises before returning and reinstating it.  The turnaround for this is four 

weeks.  The Committee discussed obtaining other quotes but noted that there may be a limited number of 

companies able to carry out refurbishment to the required standard and in compliance with relevant regulations.  

The Committee discussed whether the community could be asked to support the refurbishment through a 

community event, given the Red Phone Box’s iconic status in Felton, for example at the Bridge Carols.  The 

Committee discussed whether it should host a Christmas concert event on the Bridge but felt that this would be too 

close in time to the Bridge Carols and would be unfair.   

Resolved:   

a. Cllr Cruden will try to obtain two more quotes, if suitable companies/services can be identified.   

b. The Clerk will ask the Fair Committee if they would be prepared to collect on behalf of this project at the Bridge 

Carols.  

c. The Clerk will research available grants.   

11. Items for the next Agenda  

- Dog bins:  there are two bins without lids, one at the entrance to Coquet Park and one near the War Memorial.  

There has also been a request from a resident to move the one at the entrance to Coquet Park as it is unsightly.   

- Grit Bins:  Cllr Dickson has reported the one on the corner opposite to the school to NCC as it is broken.  There 

is also a broken grit bin on the bank from the Running Fox towards Longframlington.  

- Risk Management Software 

 

12. Date of Next Meeting – Monday 22 November at 7:30pm, Felton Village Hall  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:40pm.     


