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At the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held at Felton Village Hall at 7:15pm on 14 October 2021.   
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, J Cruden (arrived during Minute 121), G Cuthbert, B Dickson, T Hood, G Lings (Chairman) 

and A Walton.   
 
Before opening the Meeting the Chairman gave thanks to councillors for attending.  The Chairman stated that the Parish 
Council has been incredibly busy over the last few weeks and has held a number of committee meetings.  The involvement 
of councillors in committees is appreciated and speeds up Council business.  The Chairman made special mention of the 
Contracts Working Group for getting the draft specifications prepared for this Meeting; Cllr Cruden for closing off the ramp; 
the Layby, South View/South Lane and Oval Working Groups for their ongoing efforts; Mrs Krzyzosiak for her hard work 
and effort preparing detailed Local Transport Programme submissions at short notice; and the Clerk for her attendance at 
meetings and for preparing and circulating the minutes quickly.   

 
119. Apologies for Absence – Cllr L Sowter  
 
120. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and Granting of Dispensations – None  

 
121. EV Charge Points 

 
[Cllr Cruden joined the Meeting during this item.] 
 
Cllr Lings gave an update on the meeting with NCC (Mr M Baker) on 8 October 2021, which was triggered by Mrs 
Krzyzosiak’s discovery of the planned imminent installation north of Mouldshaugh Lane.  The meeting was very 
constructive.  The Parish Council’s proposal to install the EV Charge Points at the Layby does not meet the project 
criteria as installation must be outside residential properties with no off-road parking.  However NCC indicated that 
they would be in favour of installing EV Charge Points in the Layby as a longer term project.  NCC also indicated that 
they would be prepared to consider installation of a solar powered EV Charging Station in the Layby, again, as a 
longer term project.  NCC stated that they would like to work closely with the Parish Council and Felton CAN to 
develop a good working relationship between all three organisations.   
 
The Parish Council noted that Felton has the opportunity to be a trial village for on-street installation of EV Charge 
Points under this project.  The proposal is to install two charging posts, each of which will charge two vehicles at a 
time.  The Charge Points will be fast chargers which will take around 3-4 hours to charge a vehicle.  Each Charge 
Point costs £13,000.  The Charge Points will be Pay As You Go and will be managed by a private company, 
Connected Kerb.   
 
NCC are aware that all four points may not be used to begin with and that the proposal will place additional pressure 
on Felton’s parking issues.  However it is hoped that the Charge Points may encourage other residents to consider 
purchasing an electric vehicle and that common sense and consideration for others will help to resolve parking issues, 
with residents parking cooperatively and moving vehicles when necessary.  It is understood by NCC and by the Parish 
Council that there may be frustration from residents and car owners.   
 
The Parish Council considered various locations on Main Street which would be suitable and which would meet the 
criteria of being outside residential property with no off-road parking.  It was agreed that outside the current surgery 
would be a good location.  This location has the advantage of providing access to charging for residents on Victoria 
Terrace who could not install cable-gulleys in the street due to the slope.  The section of pavement at this location is 
already in use for informal car parking by the surgery staff and patients and is wide enough to allow parking of vehicles 
while they charge if necessary.   
 
Resolved:  Cllr Lings to respond to Mr Baker (NCC) and Felton CAN to suggest that the EV Charge Points are located 
outside Middle Farm Surgery, running south from the Keep Clear markings.     
 

122. Landscaping Contract – Specification and Tendering 
 
The Parish Council considered the draft specification and related documents prepared by the Contracts Working 
Group.  The Group has carried out site visits and has identified areas of habitat to be left in situ; other areas will need 
to be cut back to prevent further encroachment into the grass.  Environmental impact can be taken into account when 
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scoring the tenders.  Safe use of chemicals is covered by the section on working practices, specifically Paragraphs 
2.6, 2.7 and 2.8.  A few typos were identified and will be corrected.    

   
Resolved:  To approve the Landscaping Specification and tender documents.  The Clerk will send the tender 
documents to companies no later than Monday 18 October.   
 

123. Grass Cutting Contract – Specification and Tendering 
 

The Parish Council considered the draft specification and related documents prepared by the Contracts Working 
Group.  The Group has not included the grass cutting in the unused area of Felton Cemetery as it may be possible 
to leave this as meadow; the Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee may be able to advise on this.  If it is 
decided to include this area, it will only comprise two cuts a year and could be added to the contract with the 
successful company.     
 
Resolved:  To approve the Grass Cutting Specification and tender documents.  The Clerk will send the tender 
documents to companies no later than Monday 18 October.   
.   
 

124. Aircraft Emergency Landing in Felton   
 
The Parish Council discussed the recent emergency landing which occurred behind Dene Close, 230 metres from 
residential properties.  Cllr Lings explained that there are two laws which affect light aircraft:  aircraft must stay above 
500ft over people and buildings, unless on approach to land or taking off; and single engine aircraft must be above 
1000ft over settlements, which would include Felton.  The Air Accidents Investigation Branch (“AAIB”) has three 
possible levels of investigation.  The lightest touch investigation is a Pilot Report, in which the pilot submits a report 
and this is accepted by the AAIB.  The next level is a Correspondence Report, in which the pilot submits a report, 
which is examined and further questions are asked by the AAIB.  The highest level is a Full Investigation which would 
usually only occur where there had been a death or serious damage to property.  Cllr Lings advised the Parish Council 
that he had written as a private individual to the AAIB to request that they undertake a Correspondence Report.  The 
AAIB have confirmed that they intend to do so. 
 
Resolved:  To await the outcome of the Correspondence Report before taking any action.     
 

 
Chairman closed the meeting at 8:20pm.  

 

 


