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At the Meeting of the Recreation Field Committee held at Felton Village Hall on Thursday 21 October 2021 at 7:30pm. 

Present:   Cllrs Cuthbert, Cruden, Dickson, Sowter and Thornton (Felton Parish Council), Cllr Marshall (Thirston 

Parish Council), Mrs Clark, Mr Haddow 

In attendance:  C Lewis (Clerk) 

24. Apologies for Absence – Mr Harrison  

25. Declarations of Interest – None 

26. The Minutes of a meeting held on 17 September 2021 were approved as a true record subject to deleting Cllr 

Marshall from those listed as present.  

27. Finances 

The Committee received an update from the Clerk on the current financial position.  A refund has been received 

from the electricity company.  The swing has been ordered but has not yet been invoiced.  £5,000 has been included 

in the draft budget towards the Play Area upgrade.  £4,000 has been allowed for maintenance including maintenance 

contracts.       

28. Tree Inspections  

The Committee considered the quotes obtained for tree inspections.  The Committee discussed risks and 

considered the advice received from Mr Barry Wilson (NCC tree Officer) that the inspection need not be carried out 

by a qualified tree surgeon.  Mr Wilson advised that NCC could look at reports prepared by the Parish Council and 

could take action or make recommendations based on these.  The Committee noted that the boundaries of the Field 

and the sloped ground leading to the riverbank remain the responsibility of full council and not of this Committee.   

Resolved:  To recommend to the Parish Council that the initial inspection is carried out by a professional.   

29. Play Area – Report on Monthly Inspection  

Cllr Sowter reported the following issues to the Committee:   

a. The litter bins need to be replaced urgently.  A resident reported that litter had recently been found around the 

play area due to the bin being broken, which had allowed someone to take it out of its housing and to scatter 

the litter around the park.  The resident’s son had collected the rubbish.   

Resolved:  To ask the Parish Council to approve the purchase of two new litter bins at its meeting on Monday 

1 November.   

b. Brambles around Slide – Brambles are still a problem around the slide area.  The tenders for contractors have 

included dealing with brambles in the specifications.   

c. The Play Area Gate (Recreation Lane end) spring closes quickly – The Committee agreed that the risk of trapped 

fingers is low.     

d. Play Area Bark – The Clerk will chase the company and if no further response is forthcoming will identify an 

alternative.   

e. Play Area Equipment – Replacement project in progress.  

f. Missing replacement cap at top of Slide – This has now been replaced.   

g. Exposed wire on basket swing – As before; assessed as low risk.   

h. Spring rocker delamination – This has been resolved by clamping and screwing the plates together.  

i. Loose fixings on Net Climbers – The ropes are not taut but they are not sagging.  Assessed as low risk and 

agreed that attempting to tighten these could result in the fixings snapping.   

30. Play Area – Rear Hedge  
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A working party has made good headway into clearing the hedge behind the rear fence.  The next step is to clear 

the hedge further to remove any vegetation preventing the wire fence from being lifted back up.  Cllr Sowter will ask 

for assistance from the working party when the forecast looks fair.   

31. Play Area Redesign  

The play area brochures are in circulation.  The Clerk reminded the Committee that the idea is to create a long list 

of exciting or desired equipment which can be used as a starting point for a design and for community engagement.  

This was the action resolved at the last meeting, when the Committee agreed that the designs produced by the play 

companies were uninspiring and not suitable.  Cllrs Dickson and Thornton volunteered to go and visit other local 

play areas.   

32. MUGA Upgrade  

The Committee discussed how to proceed with he MUGA upgrade project.  The Committee considered the need to 

provide facilities for older children and teenagers and for sports such as tennis.  The Clerk will approach companies 

for designs and quotes.   

33. Recreation Field  

a. Drainage – Cllr Cruden met with Peter Blewitt at the Field and carried out a camera inspection of the blocked 

area from an entry point at the south east corner of the Field.  The Committee viewed the video of the inspection 

at the meeting, and Cllr Cruden gave a commentary on the findings.  The issue appears to be a blockage in a 

T-piece junction, caused by roots and silt.  Behind this, there is water backing up.  There may be additional  

blockages further into the system but the camera could not be safely manoeuvred past the first blockage to 

inspect this.  Mr Blewitt has recommended that a three way manifold chamber is installed in place of the T-

junction, which can then also serve as an inspection chamber.  The chamber would need to be installed in the 

blackthorn thicket.  The manifold chamber would allow an additional drain to be added if required.  Once the 

inspection chamber is installed, the drains could be jetted from that point to attempt to clear the silt and roots, 

and then further inspections can be carried out.  Mr Blewitt is quoting an estimate of £500 plus VAT, being one 

day’s work for two men.   

Resolved:  Cllr Cruden will ask Mr Blewitt to send a quote to the Clerk for the Parish Council to approve.   

b. Soil “hill” to east of MUGA  

Resolved:  To take no action to remove this at the present time.   

c. Facilities Building – Mr Stewart has informed the Committee of correspondence from the Football Association 

which states that he needs to provide certain facilities during matches.  Mr Stewart has been able to resolve 

provision of toilets temporarily and is seeking approval of this from the Football Association.  The Committee 

reviewed the position in relation to the Building Project.  This was previously placed on hold by the Committee 

until the Play Area and MUGA upgrade projects were carried out.  The Clerk advised that the next step to 

progress the Building Project would be for the Committee to fully cost the project and to prepare a project plan, 

to include for example the cost of installing utilities and ongoing running and management costs.  It will be 

necessary to identify what exactly is required by the Football Association in terms of facilities.  Mr Haddow, Mrs 

Clark and two residents (Mr Dodd and Mrs Davidson) volunteered to form a working group to begin this process.  

34. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 18 November at 7:30pm, Felton Village Hall  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:13pm.     


