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  At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Felton Village Hall at 7:15pm on 1 November 2021.   
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, J Cruden, G Cuthbert, R Evans, T Hood, G Lings (Chairman), L Sowter,  F Thornton and 

A Walton.   
 
125. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Dickson 
 
126. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and Granting of Dispensations  

 
Cllrs Evans, Cruden and Sowter declared a potential interest in Item 17 (Recreation Lane – Access) depending on 
what exactly is discussed as they all own property situated along the Lane.  

 
127. Public Participation  
 

a. A resident made a statement in response to the Parish Council’s consultee comment on planning application 
21/03555/FUL 58 Main Street.  The resident stated that they were highly disappointed to see the comment.  The 
resident stated that the Parish Council had made bold accusations regarding planning permission for previous 
development.  The resident directed the Parish Council to planning application A/2002/0562 (dated 10 October 
2002) and advised that the main house was always permitted to make use of the annex, that it was never 
restricted as a non-residential stable and that there were further permissions for business use.  The resident 
also queried the Parish Council’s reference to shared access, stating that the archway land is owned by the 
resident and their spouse, and over which they allow access by their neighbours.  The resident pointed out that 
there are eight properties in Felton used as holiday lets, four of which are on Main Street and therefore which 
affect parking.  The resident stated that they had tried to follow proper means and will have a registered business 
paying business taxes and rates.  The application is for material change of use.  The resident expressed 
disappointment at the Parish Council’s response given the recent resolution of the unrelated access dispute.  
The use as a holiday let will be of benefit to the village.  The resident expressed their belief that as a consultee, 
the Parish Council’s statement will be taken as material fact.  The Chairman responded that a decision could not 
be made as the item  is not listed on the Agenda.  However, the Clerk will circulate the document provided by 
the resident and will ask the Parish Council whether they have further comments.   

b. A resident asked what the background is in relation to Agenda Item 6 (Felton Cemetery), what the cost to the 
parish will be and who owns the Cemetery.  The Chairman stated that this would be considered under the 
relevant Agenda Item.   

 
128. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 October 2021 will be deferred to the next Meeting as it was 

agreed that the statement from the resident was to be included verbatim and this is not correctly included.  The 
resident will provide a copy of the statement made to the Clerk for inclusion and approval of the Minutes at the next 
Meeting.   

 
129. The Minutes of the meeting held on 14 October 2021 were approved as a true record.   
 
130. General Power of Competence 

 
The Chairman congratulated the Clerk on her completion of the Certificate in Local Council Administration.   
 
Resolved:   
a. That the Parish Council meets the eligibility criteria to adopt the General Power of Competence. 
b. To adopt the General Power of Competence.     

 
131. Felton Cemetery  

 
The Clerk advised that during a recent SLCC branch meeting there had been discussions about dissolving joint 
cemetery committees and consolidating management and responsibility in one parish council.  There are several 
issues to address and understand, for example whether the other councils continue to pay a fixed sum in exchange 
for reduced burial fees, and the legal process for dissolution.  It was noted that this would make the accounting 
process far simpler as Felton Parish Council would be wholly in charge.  However, there could be cost implications 
for Felton.  Cllr Lings has had an informal discussion with the chairman of the other constituent councils, and the 
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initial response is that they would not be opposed to dissolving the joint committee and that they would continue to 
contribute.   
 
Resolved:  The Clerk will prepare a report on the possible dissolution and the possible impact for consideration by 
the Parish Council.  
 

132. Finances    
 
a. The financial statement and budget monitoring document to 19 October 2021 was received.  The Clerk 

commented that the cemetery fees this year so far have been low and the contributions to expenditure from the 
other parish councils have not yet been collected.   
 

b. Resolved:  to authorise the following payments:  
 

Payee  Head of Expenditure Cost  VAT  Total   Reference  

C Lewis  Clerks Salary  
Cemetery – Clerk’s 
Salary    
Clerk’s Expenses  
Zoom   

£806.76 £2.40 £809.16 PC21/22.24 
and 

FCJC21/22.16 

ICCM Cemetery 
Management 
Training  

Cemetery – Training £185.00 £37.00 £222.00 FCJC21/22.16 

Felton Village Hall  Recreation Field 
Committee – Room Hire 

£28.00 
 

  PC21/22.25 

Felton Village Hall  Room Hire  £98.00   Not yet made 

 
c. Resolved:  To outsource payroll to DM Payroll Services at an annual cost of £144 for three employees.   

 
d. The Parish Council considered the recommendation from the Recreation Field Committee regarding drainage 

works.  The Parish Council noted the issues and reported results of the camera survey.  The Parish Council also 
noted the ongoing nature of the issue and the difficulties faced in obtaining comparison quotes.   

 
Resolved:  To engage P.J.R. Blewitt Ltd to carry out drainage works as per the quote provided, for the initial 
stage of the work at a total cost of £670 (plus VAT), but to defer approval of jetting work until the first stage has 
been carried out.   
 

e. The Parish Council discussed the quotes and information provided by the Clerk and Recreation Field Committee 
for tree inspections.  Mr Wilson (NCC Tree Officer) has advised that the survey could be carried out by an 
unqualified person and then could be submitted to NCC for review.  EGS have offered to carry out an initial 
walkaround with the Parish Council to identify trees which might require a survey.   

 
Resolved:  The Clerk will explain to EGS that survey work would still need to go to tender, and will ask if EGS 
are willing to carry out the initial walkaround on the understanding that they would still be required to tender for 
further work.  
 

f. Resolved:  To approve the purchase of two x Glasdon Evolution Litter Bins (with concrete foundation fixing bolts) 
at a total cost including delivery of £656.58 plus VAT (of £131.32).   
 

g. The Parish Council considered the draft Budget as prepared by the Finance Committee.  
 

Resolved:  To approve the Budget amended as follows:  
Cemetery contribution reduced to £1,850 
Remove budget for Zoom  
 

h. Resolved:  To set the Precept for the Year Ending 31 March 2023 at £32,812.  
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i. The member appointed to carry out bank reconciliations is unable to continue with this due to work commitments.  
Cllr Lings in his capacity as Chairman has carried out a reconciliation in extremis.  

 
Resolved:  To appoint Cllr Walton to carry out bank reconciliations under Financial Regulation 2.2.  
  

133. Policy and Procedure – Biodiversity and Climate Change Policy  
 
Cllr Evans gave a short report on the background on the Biodiversity and Climate Change Policy.  A copy of Cllr 
Evans’ report can be read on the Parish Council website.  The Parish Council discussed various aspects of the Policy 
including the relationship with other organisations such as FeltonCAN, street lighting and drainage systems.  The 
Parish Council noted the aim of the Committee in preparing the Policy is to require action and to provide a framework 
for the Parish Council to support change and positive action.   
 
Resolved:  To adopt the Biodiversity and Climate Change Policy with a short review date of six months.   

 
134. Climate Change Emergency – Report from Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee  

  
The Committee is keen to publicise its existence and role to the Community.  The Committee proposes to arrange a 
community meeting which will be open to the public, with the following aims:  to publicly launch the Policy and Climate 
Emergency Declaration; to acknowledge those individuals and organisations working in the community who share 
climate aims with the Parish Council; to decide which actions to prioritise; and to co-opt persons with relevant 
expertise to the Committee.     
 

135. Ramp at Riverside 
 

The fallen tree has been removed and Cllr Cruden has fenced off access to the ramp for safety reasons.  The Property 
Management Committee is working to obtain a specification and plan for the repair, looking at what can be saved 
and modified, and taking into account the SSSI status of the land.  The ramp will remain closed for the time being.   

 
136. Felton Surgery  

 
The Clerk reported that there has been no response to her emails to the developer, the surgery or the practice 
manager.  The next Patient Participation Group meeting is on 24 November.  The Parish Council has received 
confirmation that the whole of the area including the footpath and the verge will be transferred; this was copied to the 
Trust Management Company.  The Parish Council noted the footpaths should not be included in the transfer.  The 
Clerk will speak to Bellway again to ask for someone to come and peg out the boundaries.   
 

137. Report from County Cllr Trevor Thorne – None received.   
 

138. Parish Representation at Meetings 
 

a. Cllr Hood attended the Northumberland ALC AGM.  The guest speaker was unable to attend and instead David 
Francis and Stephen Rickett gave a talk on the history of NALC.  Attendance at training has increased by 75% 
since it has been offered virtually.  
 

b. Cllrs Cruden and Evans attended a CPRE Webinar on the quality of rural housing development.  There is now 
an acceptance that certain features and quality are necessary.  One of the take away points was that 
Neighbourhood Plans will have a serious impact on planning.  

 
c. The Recreation Field Committee met and has formed a working group to look at the building project.  Cllrs 

Dickson and Thornton are visiting local play areas and cycle parks as research for the play area and field 
redevelopment.   Unfortunately, children have been spotted climbing on top of the blue storage container and 
using the goal posts to swing and climb on.   

 
139. Update from Northumbria Police  
 

Four crimes were reported between 1 October and 1 November.  One relates to taking a motor vehicle without consent 
and later colliding with a parked car.  The offender fully admitted the offence at interview.  The other three crimes are 
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still under investigation and the police cannot comment further at this stage.  Residents should not be concerned.  
Neighbourhood officers will continue to monitor parking in the village and conducting speed checks.     
 

140. Correspondence   
 

The Parish Council noted the list of correspondence received since the last meeting.   
 

141. Items for the Next Agenda – None  
 

142. Recreation Lane – Access 
 

[Cllrs Evans and Sowter left the Meeting during this item.] 
 
Resolved:  To defer this to the next Meeting to allow Councillors to review the papers.     

 
143. Date of Next Ordinary Meeting –  7:15pm on Monday 6 December 2021 at Felton Village Hall.   
 
Chairman closed the meeting at 9:01pm.  

 

 


