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At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Felton Village Hall at 7:15pm on 6 December 2021.   
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, J Cruden, R Evans, T Hood (from 7:40pm onwards), G Lings (Chairman), L Sowter,  F 

Thornton and A Walton.   
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by thanking all those members of the community who had given their time and efforts 
to clear tree damage caused by Storm Arwen.  The Chairman commented that it was an honour to live in a village where 
everyone helps out.   

 
PART 1 

144. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Cuthbert  
 
145. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and Granting of Dispensations  

 
Cllrs Evans, Cruden and Sowter declared an interest in Item 17 (Recreation Lane – Access) as they all own property 
situated along the Lane.  

 
146. Public Participation – None  

 
147. The Minutes of the meeting held on 4 October 2021 were approved as a true record.     
 
148. The Minutes of the meeting held on 1 November 2021 were approved as a true record.  
 
149. Finances    

 
a. The financial statement and budget monitoring document to 26 November 2021 was received.   
b. The Clerk advised that the payment to Elsdon Memorials was for cleaning and repairing the War Memorial (for 

example, damage to letters) ahead of the Remembrance Day Service.   
 

Resolved:  to authorise the following payments:  
 

Payee  Head of Expenditure Cost  VAT  Total   Reference  

HMRC  Clerks Salary  £5.32  £5.32 PC21/22.33 

Elsdon Memorials  War Memorial £400.00  £400.00 FCJC21/22.18 

H Hood  Felton in Bloom 
Cemetery – Plants  

£18.00 £3.60 £21.60 PC21/22.28 
and 

FCJC21/22.21 

A Brown  Cemetery - Grounds  
Maintenance – other  

£793.03  £793.03 FCJC21/22.20 

Felton Village Hall  Room Hire – Rec Field 
Room Hire – PC 
Room Hire – Cemetery  

£92.00   PC21/22.26 
and 

FCJC21/22.19 

Bentham Ltd Stationery  £68.10 £13.62 £81.72 PC21/22.27 

P.J.R. Blewitt Ltd  Recreation Field – 
drainage 

£570.00 £114.00 £684.00 PC21/22.29 

Glasdon  Street Furniture  £623.75 £124.75 £748.50 PC21/22.30 

ROL Ltd Recreation Field  
Cemetery – Ground 
Maintenance – Other  

£1,800.00 £360.00 £2,160.00 PC21/22.31 
and 

FCJC21/22.22 

NCC  Cemetery – Waste 
Disposal  

£37.00  £37.00 FCJC21/22.23 

C Lewis  Clerks Salary  
Cemetery – Clerk’s Salary    
Clerk’s Expenses  
Zoom   

£590.07 
 

£590.07  PC21/22.32 
and 

FCJC21/22.24 
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150. Award of Grass Cutting and Landscaping Contracts  
 
The Grass Cutting Contract and the Landscaping Contract were put out to tender and each resulted in a number of  
responses.  The Chairman noted that some of the information (for example pricing) was commercially sensitive and 
emphasised that the Parish Council wishes to encourage companies to tender in future.  The Parish Council will 
therefore respect the commercial sensitivity of the tenders and will not discuss the quotes in public.  The quotes have 
been assessed against the tender scoring document by the Contracts Working Group and the results have been 
circulated to councillors with the tender documents as required.  Councillors did not have any further questions.   
 
Resolved:   
a. To award the Grass Cutting Contract to ROL Ltd for three years commencing on 1 January 2022.  
b. To award the Landscaping Contract to John Hood Landscaping for three years commencing on 1 January 2022.  
 

151. Felton Surgery 
 
The Chairman has emailed Healthcare Northumberland to see if they are able to provide any information on the 
position with the surgery development.  Healthcare Northumberland have previously been instrumental in pushing 
matters forward.  Healthcare Northumberland have contacted the CCG and are awaiting a response.  There are 
reports circulating that it is the Parish Council causing the delay.  Cllr Blagburn reported that at the recent PPG 
meeting, the PPG was informed that the doctors still want the development to go ahead but that Assura have put the 
purchase of materials on hold until procedural matters catch up. The PPG was also informed that amalgamating the 
two surgeries, under which Felton will become a satellite, was proving much more strenuous than thought.  The PPG 
was told that regardless of size Felton and Widdrington still have to follow the same procedures as for a merger of 
much larger practices.   
 
The Parish Council discussed the draft Transfer document and the accompanying plan.  The Parish Council are still 
unhappy with the boundaries as marked on the plan.  There appears to be a gap between the west boundary marked 
on the plan and the boundary of the verge owned by NCC.  The boundaries should abut.  The marked boundaries 
also include the footpath at the north east corner of the site.  Bellway have stated that they would not be prepared to 
split the site to exclude this.   

 
Resolved:   
a. To request a site meeting to mark out the boundaries correctly.   
b. To approve the draft Transfer document subject to the plan being agreed.  
c. The Parish Council solicitor will be asked to write to the Surgery, Assura and the NHS CCG to ask for an update 

on the current position with the development.    
 

152. Recreation Lane – Access  
 

The Parish Council considered the draft documents formalising access to properties on Recreation Lane.  
 
Resolved:  To approve the documents formalising access.     
 

153. Report from County Cllr Trevor Thorne  
 
a. County Cllr Thorne and representatives of the Parish Council had a meeting at County Hall about impact of the 

A1 dualling works on Felton and Thirston.   A good discussion took place with National Highways.  The message 
which came out of the meeting is that there will be good consultation and the project team will take evidence 
based action.  Diversions using Felton will be minimised as far as possible but will occur.  The team will liaise 
with the Parish Council.  County Cllr Thorne also asked whether in recognition of the disruption National 
Highways could make a contribution to local projects.   
 

b. County Cllr Thorne has also had a meeting with the NCC Sustainable housing Officer, who is looking county 
wide at opportunities to convert garages into bungalows, primarily aimed at the elderly.  However, County Cllr 
Thorne does not think this scheme is suitable for Felton.  There is no alternative garage provision in Felton if the 
current garages are converted to housing and there are known parking issues already.   
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c. The Riverside parking scheme has a provisional start date of 16 December.  County Cllr Thorne is unsure in 
what order the works will be carried out but can check.  There will not be double yellow lines in front of the 
Running Fox.   

 
d. NCC employees have been on site at South View to measure the site and this seems positive.  County Cllr 

Thone is hopeful that a scheme can move forward.   
 

154. Parish Representation at Meetings 
 

a. Matt Baker (NCC), who has been liaising with the Parish Council regarding EV Charge Points, contacted the 
Chairman to provide details of a separate grant scheme relating to housing and energy.  Mr Baker would like 
Felton to be a trial village for the scheme.  The Chairman has forwarded the query to the Biodiversity and Climate 
Change Committee to liaise directly with Mr Baker and Felton CAN.  
 

b. Cllrs Evans and Hood reported briefly on their attendance at the meeting at County Hall about the A1 dualling  
(see Minute 153a above).  They confirmed that National Highways are very keen to liaise with the Parish Council.  
The team hopes to start initial works in February 2022. If the A1 bridge is closed then the team aims to divert 
traffic via the A697.  Cllr Hood requested that all traffic should use the A697.  It was noted that mitigation 
measures in place during the last couple of closures have worked very well.  The project aims to be climate-
friendly/environmentally sensitive way.  Funding is on track.  Tree planting to the south-west of the new road is 
planned to replace tress removed during the process.  The works will be carried out in short sections, with 
multiple teams on site at any time.  The design includes noise abatement aspects.  The team are willing to hold 
public events before and during the works to present the plans.   

 
c. The Recreation Field Committee reported that progress has been made with the drainage problem.  Blewitts 

have installed a junction and inspection chamber at the south east corner of the Field and the Committee is now 
arranging further inspections and/or jetting.  The new swing has been installed.  The new bins have been installed 
at either end of the play area to replace the damaged bin.  The back fence repairs are in progress.   

 
d. The Property Management Committee has been discussing a number of projects, with a view to progressing 

these in the Spring when the weather and temperatures are more favourable.  The benches outside the Village 
Hall will be sanded back and repainted/treated.  The Committee intends to refurbish the red phone box and 
hopes to hold a fundraiser in the Spring.  The Committee will also conduct its annual walk in the Spring when 
winter damage can be assessed.   
 

155. Update from Northumbria Police – None  
 

156. Correspondence – The Parish Council noted the list of correspondence received since the last meeting.   
 

157. Items for the Next Agenda – None  
 

158. Date of Next Ordinary Meeting –  7:15pm on Monday 7 February 2022 at Felton Village Hall.   
 

PART 2 
 

159. Resolved:  To exclude the public and press under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
due to the confidential nature f the business to be discussed which includes personal data.   

 
160. Employment Contracts and Job Descriptions  

 
The Parish Council discussed the draft contracts and job descriptions, in particular with respect to payscale, balancing 
the public purse against the need to be a fair employer and to attract and retain employees, and the expansion of 
roles versus the creation of new roles.    

 
Resolved:  To ask the Contracts Working Group to review the drafts taking into account any comments submitted to 
them by councillors.   

 
Chairman closed the meeting at 9:08pm.  


