PLENMELLER WITH WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

 Meeting 8th November 2021
APPROVED MINUTES

Present
Cllr J Blackett-Ord

Cllr A Johnston

Cllr O Norris
Cllr J Johnston

Cllr J Cousin 

Cllr A Dale
Susan Saunders - Clerk

40/21
Apologies for absence – Cllr I Hutchinson

41/21
Declarations of Interest 

The chair reminded councillors to declare their interests at the appropriate time and declared an interest himself in any Whitfield Estate and church matters that may arise. 

42/21
Public Questions - No Questions

43/21
Minutes of the meetings to be approved held on: 

Wednesday 8th August 2021 

PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Johnston                                        AGREED                                                                                         

44/21
Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda

As Cllr Hutchinson was not present, the clerk was asked to contact him with regard to the following:

•
Any progress with slow sign at Laws Farm?

•
Is the re-surfacing completed for this year or is there still more to do?

•
There are still potholes on Unthank Road including a large on the corner between West Lodge and Unthank which is filling with water and flooding the road.

•
Potholes on Dodd Bank have not been filled.

•
The Go Slow signs that have been suggested for the Church need to be portrait at 30”x24” or thereabouts.

45/21
Notice Board and Seat

The seat is not fixed in the ground and may only need a sand and repaint. The clerk has found someone who would undertake this task and will collect the seat so it can be completed inside. Should this not work, and hardwood need to be purchased, the clerk will liaise back with members.

The notice board cannnot be removed and so will be re-painted in better weather.

46/21
Speed Cameras – Two of the cameras are from Unipart and one is a slightly older one, which doesn’t show the actual speed. The price from Unipart for travelling and servicing the signs is £395. The clerk is liaising with NCC who are about to have a replacement sign fitted, to see if the visit from Unipart can be coordinated on the same day and bring the cost down.

The clerk will contact Highways for advice on the third sign and if they have someone who could conduct repairs.

47/21
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

Members were satisfied that no changes are needed to the orders and regulations.

PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                     SECONDED Cllr O Norris                                       AGREED                                                                                         

48/21
Correspondence received since the last council meeting.                                            

•
CAN/NALC newsletters

•
Neighbourhood plan newsletter

•
Free tree giveaway for the Queen’s Jubilee

•
Healthwatch newsletter

•
Invite from NCC for representative to attend a meeting to discuss any concerns.

49/21
Planning Applications                      

Town & Country Planning Act 1990 applications can be viewed on-line at:  publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications

Determined: 21/01820/FUL Whitfield C Of E Voluntary Aided School – H&S improvements to plant room - GRANTED

50/21
Haltwhistle & District Burial Committee

Cllr Dale reported that Paul Foote, who is dealing with the Melkridge situation, is no longer involved and that Helen Lancaster, solicitor at NCC has taken over.

51/21
Reports on Financial and Administration Matters

51/21.01 Bank Balances & Income and Expenditure as at 15th October 2021                             51/21.02 Bank Reconciliation and Accounts for Payment 8th November 2021 

Noted.

There were no payments to approve

51/21.02 HSBC bank charges – it was agreed to remain with HSBC as changing banks would be too onerous and may result in charges in due course.

PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                     SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                       AGREED                                                                                         

52/21
Any Other Business

•
The clerk has received a quote for the War Memorial. The rebuild cost is £14275 and the annual premium to insure is £63.12. However, if the council wanted to insure now, there would be no charge until next year. It was agreed to instruct the insurers and formally approve this for next years insurance at the next meeting.

•
The precept request has been received but, it was agreed to look at this in February once the expenses of the speed signs and seat are known. The clerk will request an extension of time to submit the precept from NCC.

•
An email has been received from a resident at Plenmeller requesting a speed restriction through the village, along with a number of similar requests to members. The clerk will ask Highways again and ask if it could be put on the LTP. If the restriction cannot be justified, perhaps flashing ‘slow’ signs may be appropriate. 

53/21
Dates and times of next meetings:

Parish Council Meeting: Monday 14th February 2022 7.30pm at The Elks Head, Whitfield.

The meeting closed at 8.10pm
Signed Chair                                                                          Date.14th February 2022    
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