
 

 

WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

    Draft Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 
Held on Monday 24th January 2022 @ 7pm – at Glendale Middle School, Wooler 

 
Present: Councillor Caroline Cumming (Chair) Councillor Mark Napier (Vice) Councillors, Mark Mather, Joyce 
Robertson, Duncan Veevers, Helen Deane-Hall, Paul Watson, Kevan Curry 

 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), Ellie Bell 
 
22/001 APOLOGIES 

 

Cllr Rob Donkin, The Chair confirmed that Cllr Leighton-Rose had resigned on the 6th January 2022 

      
22/002 PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – Maximum 5 mins per item 

None 

22/003 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr Napier 22/009 
 

22/004 LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE         REPORT 
 

Northumbria Police – 
 

22/005 PREVIOUS MINUTES         REVIEW & SIGN 
 

To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 20th December ‘21  
 
The Parish Council read through the minutes.   

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 20/12/21 were agreed to be a true and accurate record, Cllr Mather 
proposed, Cllr Robertson seconded, all agreed.  The Chair signed the minutes. 

 
22/006 MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 
To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council – no matters 
arising 
 

22/007 PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 First School Site – Churchyard – Cllr Mather agreed to chase NCC estates as it had been agreed 
that DOE change would have been dealt with.  

 Emergency Response – update It was confirmed that Northern Powergrid had agreed to cover all 
costs incurred by PC as a result of the emergency response. An email from Sheila Tenant was read 
out and discussed. It was agreed that an “ISO 9001” type response should be produced. The meeting 
agreed that they should respond to the NCC Storm Arwen investigation as per the details posted on 
the PC website and encouraged all members of the public to respond within the timeframe of March 
2022. 

 Platinum Jubilee Celebrations – Cllr Mather reported on meeting he had attended where a plan for 
an event to be held in Scotts Park and other events around the town for the 4 days of the bank 
holiday. The Clerk confirmed that ALL events MUST be notified to NCC via the events form on the PC 
website.The next events meeting is to be held on the 31st January and a request had been made to 
the PC for use of Scotts Park, for the PC to cover the cost of insurance for the event and to make a 
£500 donation – all agreed. 

 Ad Gefrin Licensing application – The Chair noted that the plans for the distillery appeared to have 
changed and concerns had been raised. Discussion followed, Cllr Mather noted that he had been 
informed by the owners’ that events/late nights would only be at the weekends. No information had 
been forthcoming from NCC planning. 

 Age UK Packs – The Clerk confirmed that these were ready for distribution. Cllrs agreed to collect 
and deliver. 

 Play Park Inspections – As this work may fall into the new caretaking role, it was agreed that the 
Clerk would approach NCC for a 3 month contract initially to allow for a better informed decision to be 
made. 



 

 

 Christmas Lights take down/damage – It was reported that 8 sets of lights had been damaged 
during the Storm and that all lights had been dried and stored away. Thanks were extended to all 
volunteers and helpers, Glendale Engineering for storing of the lights and The Chair thanked Cllr 
Donkin for all his hard work. Thanks were also extended to Cllr Robertson for the refreshments.      
Cllr Napier noted that the Christmas tree had split and he would remove asap.  

 
22/008 BUDGET – Postponed pending tender applications    DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 
22/009 SCHOOL FARM FIELD SITE       DISCUSSION & DECISION 

 

 Water – Installation update Cllr Mather reported that he had attended a site meeting, a concrete base 
is to be installed with steel post and lockable taps. This will still take several weeks but the Water 
Company has been told it is needed by Mar’ 2022. 

 WCFG Letter re water installation – (Cllr Napier left the room for this discussion) A letter from the 
WCFG was read to the PC regarding the water installation and resulting costs as the installation had 
been extended to include the Scouts area. Discussion followed regarding costs incurred on the site 
including road maintenance. It was agreed that as the Scouts had paid for all road maintenance to 
date and that it had made sense to include the extension to the Scouts, (even though they had no 
current need), rather than later. – All agreed.  

 Fencing for polytunnel – Cllr Mather reported that the Herris fencing was still on site, but that given 
the recent Storm, it may be prudent to ask Cllr Donkin to investigate the best trees for screening and 
report back to PC with costs. Some damage to the frame had been incurred and The Clerk was asked 
to contact the Suppliers of the Polytunnel and request that visit site and straighten the bars and re-
stretch to the polytunnel. A date is to be agreed to set up the polytunnel for the new growing season. 

 
 22/010 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT      REPORT & DECISION 
 

Cllr Mather confirmed that Communities together is still very positive and looking at a Community bus for the 
Wooler ward and also use of digital information boards for all events across all communities. The car charging 
points in Padgepool Place are now live. The last 4 houses in Kingsmead are being handed over to the NCC 
this week. Cllr Mather was pleased to confirm that NCC had set aside £650k for the Wooler Ward to provide a 
new car-park at Old Yeavering, a further carpark in Wooler and also to upgrade the toilets in the bus station. 
Also looking at better signage for the town. It was noted that both NCC NEAT team and Highways were under 
extreme pressure following Storm Arwen and staff absences due to Covid. The Clerk is to chase the visit from 
a cabinet member. Cllr Mather also noted that any landowner whose tree had fallen across a public highway, 
are legally bound to clear the tree from the side of the road. NCC budget is to be published at the end of the 
week, but Cllr Mather was pleased to report there was no reduction in funding to frontline services. It was also 
noted that comments on the Fire & Rescue consultation phase should be made by 16th February. Cllr 
Robertson asked about pot-holes at the recycling centre – the site owner needs to be contacted, not an NCC 
highways issue. 
 

 
 22/011  SCOTTS PARK/BRYONS PARK                       UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Scotts Pk Play Area – Steering Group – The Clerk presented a Child Protection Policy which the 
WPC need to adopt for compliance with grant funding application. A requirement of the policy is an 
internal Child Protection Office is appointed, Cllr Deane-Hall kindly agreed to this position. 

 
 22/012 CARETAKING WORK – employment group                 REPORT & DECISION 
 

It was agreed that the advert for tenders should be published asap and the tender documents should be 
placed on the WPC website. 
 

 22/013 TORY SITE/TORY BANK                   REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
  

 War Memorial Update – The Clerk reported that only one full tender had been received. It was 
agreed that the architect should be instructed to proceed with this tender. 

 Rat Problem – It was noted that NCC pest control officer had contacted the Clerk and reported that 
due to feeding of birds/hedgehogs in adjacent properties to the Tory Site, an infestation of rats had 
been reported. The pest control officer had agreed to attend the site as often as was needed to 
irradiate this problem as he recognised that the PC was not responsible for the rats for the one off 
cost of £160. The Clerk had requested a contribution from the housing association of the adjacent 
properties but they refused to contribute to this cost. It was agreed that thanks should be sent to Gary 
Tully and his line manager for all his help. 
 



 

 

 Working group update – Cllr Deane-Hall read out the information she had received from Historic 
England regarding the Tory itself. The Clerk is to forward the information to the Architect to ensure 
compliance. Cllr Deane-Hall also confirmed that she was having a zoom meeting with the Forestry 
Commission and Mark Childs of NCC. Discussion followed regarding tenders for the clear fell of the 
Tory bank and these are to include how timber is to be removed. It was noted that the value of the 
timber following Storm Arwen would now be considerably less. 
 

 22/014 PLANNING MATTERS                                      DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Extension to existing industrial building -  Glendale Properties, Unit 3 Berwick Road Ind Est, Wooler 
- WITHDRAWN 
 

22/015 PLANNING DECISIONS                     UPDATE & DECISION  
 

 Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) on approved planning permission 20/02446/LBC in order to 
add internal partitions to create 2 additional en suite bedrooms within the proposed extension and re-
purpose 2 bedrooms within existing building to provide other essential facilities (laundry and drugs 
room respectively) – The Old Vicarage, 26 Cottage Road, Wooler - GRANTED 

 Advertisement consent for; 1No. Rondel sign and 1No. Written ‘Ad Gefrin sign.  Ad Gefrin Distillery, 
30 South Road, Wooler, NE71 6NJ 
 
 

22/016 OUTSIDE BODIES                      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

Cllr Napier reported on a meeting with the Tween Forum regarding the works at the Ford. It should be noted 
that the footpaths currently leading into the “show field” would be closed. No contractor has yet been 
instructed.  
 

22/017 COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS                REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

Cllr Helen Deane-Hall had been approached about whether a grit bin could be provided outside of the Terrace 
Café – this is private land and therefore the owners responsibility.  
Also asked if access to the trees on the School site could be gained through the School Farm Field. The 
meeting agreed that this would need to take place at a later date as the track would be damaged by 
machinery.  
Cllr Robertson asked about yellow lines outside of Kingsmead housing estate. Clerk to chase. 
Cllr Mather suggested a joint open surgery, which could link into Storm Arwen information gathering.  This is 
to be arranged for Tuesday 15th February 10am - 1pm – venue to be confirmed. 
 

22/018 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 28th February 2022 at 7pm,  
 

22/019 AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING  
 

22/020 FINANCE 

 Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 
 

Northumberland CC – Dec 21 payroll 1039.11 Tfr 

Ionos 30 DD 

Viking Direct – Toner cartridges 248.74 Tfr 

Des Hood – Covid taxis 60.00 Tfr 

EE mobile 14.88 DD 

Tom Armstrong – pruning, tree removal 165.00 Tfr 

Tracey Hare – caretaking work 55.00 Tfr 

Glendale School – room hire 90.00 Tfr 

Cllr Cumming expenses 87.12 Tfr 

 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 


