


Minutes of meeting of Warden Parish Council held at 7pm on Monday 10th January 2022 in Newbrough Town Hall 
Those Present: Cllrs S Robson (Chairman), SJ Heminsley, G Charlton, D Liddle, L Kay, WJ Foot, County Cllr N Morphet, 
C Miller (Clerk), one member of the public

2022/01	Apologies for Absence
J Martin, D Bowman

2022/02	Declaration of Members Interests
Cllr’s S Robson & SJ Heminsley declared an interest in the Railway Inn.
Cllr WJ Foot declared an interest in the Cricket Club.

2022/03	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
Parishioner commented the new signage greatly enhanced the village.

2022/04	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 1st November 2021
It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 1st November 2021 be accepted as a true record.

There were currently no issues regarding emptying of the bottle bank.

2022/05	Allotments – to consider issues relating to water supply
Nothing to report.

2022/06	Litter pick
Keep Britain Tidy scheduled for 25/3/22 to 10/4/22, it was therefore resolved to arrange the next litter pick on 
Sunday 3rd April 2022.  ACTION: Clerk to arrange loan of litter picking equipment via County Council.

2022/07	Roads/footpaths/village maintenance 
Drainage works had been carried out next to the railway compound a few years ago, however further to recent heavy 
rainfall the area had flooded.  County Cllr confirmed the gulley clearing machinery had visited the parish before Christmas.  
ACTION: County Cllr to continue to flag up the need for regular gulley cleansing in the parish.

2022/07/01	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages 
20mph advisory signage had now been installed at Newbrough school.  Cllr SJ Heminsley had contacted Northumbria 
police regarding the community speedwatch programme, been informed delays had been encountered and the 
scheme is currently still under review.  It was agreed the Parish Council were extremely grateful for the traffic calming 
measures carried out by the County Council to date.  

2022/07/02	Litter bin, layby to west of Warden level crossing
County Council had advised staff had planned to install the bin 23/11/21, but some parts had been faulty.

2022/07/03	Footpath clearance works/hedgerow obstructions, including Broadway to East Fourstones 
County Council Footpaths Officer was to inspect the Broadway to East Fourstones area when next in the parish and 
ascertain any action that can be taken.  Cllr J Martin had submitted an article to the Stanegate seeking volunteers to help 
clear the leaf detritus under the hedgerow, particularly between East Fourstones and Broadway.

2022/07/04	To receive update on proposed village signage – to approve costs for stone signage 
D Bowman had been following up quotations, with engraving price awaited.  Cllr SJ Heminsley had spoken to the resident 
next to the bridge who had no issues with placing the signage, but didn’t believe they were the actual landowner.  
ACTION: Clerk to contact actual landowner to seek permission.  County Council had advised structures should be no less 
than 0.5m from the road edge.  There were concerns the proposed stone signage to the West of Paper Mill road crossing 
could be obscured due to undergrowth.  It was resolved the land would be cleared by the Parish Council and mock up 
signage set up.  Parish gardeners would need to carry out future maintenance when/if signage installed.  Hexham Town 
Council did not have any issues with the signage near to Warden bridge.  ACTION: Cllr SJ Robson to arrange clearance 
works and signage mock up.

2022/07/05	To receive update on signage east of Paper Mill requiring replacing
Damaged signpost had been logged onto County Council system.  ACTION: County Cllr to chase up.

2022/07/06	To receive update on road sinkage at fire hydrant, top of store bank
Cllr D Liddle had spoken to County Council engineer who had visited the site, no further update had been received.

2022/07/07	To consider recyclable seating at Crossgates
It was resolved to purchase one recycled seat, colour brown, approximate cost £350, to be delivered to Cllr WJ Foot’s 
address, further to approval from the landowner.  Concrete base and installation costs would be approximately 
£150. ACTION: Cllr’s Robson & Liddle to prepare map for exact location; Cllr Liddle to contact landowner to seek 
agreement to install seat on his land.  Clerk to circulate details of proposed seating.

2022/07/08	To consider one-way proposal on Eastfourstones Lane
J Martin to carry out resident consultation. Passing places could be a further option.

2022/07/09	To consider parishioner suggestions for rewilding areas
Further to Newbrough Parish Council inviting suggestions for rewilding areas, a parishioner had suggested the verge infront of the bench opposite the Boatside and the shady verge opposite Warden Church.  The parishioner had suggested to the vicar two years ago that the edges of the churchyard could be managed to encourage wildflowers, but this had not been met with a favourable response.  Climate Action Group had agreed to carry out drone mapping to assist with identifying proposed areas for rewilding.  County Cllr involved in an alternative trial project at  Barrasford which involves changing times of the year when grass is cut back, and considered more amenable to motorists/for visibility issues.  ACTION: Cllr S Robson to arrange article for Stanegate inviting suggestions for rewilding areas in the parish.

2022/08	Planning 
2022/08/01	Planning Applications received
· 21/04541/FUL: 4 Quality Cottages – single storey porch attached to the west-facing side of the house – no objections.

Mature tree felling currently being carried out at Church Bank, however this was not an issue the Parish Council had any authority over.  

2022/09	Reports 
2022/09/01	Town Hall
Nothing to report.

2022/09/02	Northumberland County Council
The Planning Application at Frankham quarry had not been heard at the Strategic Planning Committee December 2021 due to a Planning Officer having quoted from an old report, which had since been retracted.  Planning Officers were to guarantee resident concerns would be taken into account, with the application to be heard February 2022 at the earliest.    Cllr S Robson had been contacted by the local press and confirmed the Parish Council had objected to the application, with the greatest concerns surrounding the watercourse/hydrology, however the subsequent printed article had been poorly written.  

North Bank Fourstones traffic control – hedge obscuring the nameplate sign and had now been cut back. 
County Council were aware the give way sign requires cleansing, however it was agreed the Parish Council could clean themselves.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Traffic speed and camera surveys awaited.  Speed monitoring strips at edge of 30mph zone had been requested with Senior Highways Officer to confirm if this is possible and who was to also look into County Council policy on extending 30mph zones, being a grey area.  North bank residents had voiced concerns over the 60mph zone, and a similar problem exists on East Fourstones lane, however there are rules regarding the need for a certain number of dwellings for 30mph to be introduced.  Any decision on extending the 30mph zone would not be made until traffic survey results known.  Traffic speed survey at Hardhaugh had not yet been carried out.

Climate Action Newbrough and County Cllr were looking into a shared use path at North side of Mossy, subject to landowner permission, with a business case to be created.  A company called Sustrans would charge over £5,000 for such a report, with CAN to consider fund raising.

Environment Agency would like to speak to all Parish Council’s to ascertain flood plans/wardens were in place, and it was agreed they should attend the next PC meeting. ACTION: County Cllr to speak to EA.
 
2022/09/03	Cricket Club
Ground had been reseeded.  A substantial amount of 106 funding had been secured from County Council for cutting machinery, along with Community Chest funding for a storage unit.  Volunteers were required to join the Committee.  Club had rejoined the West Tyne Cricket League.

2022/10	Financial Matters
2022/10/01	Payments due: C Miller – November, December Salary - £439.50; Expenses - £77.90;  

It was resolved to approve the payments.

2022/10/02	To receive update on BACS payment method
Clerk had complained to HSBC regarding the time it was taking to register for BACS payments, with the matter to be fully investigated.  A sum of £100 had been credited to the Parish Council bank account, presumably by HSBC.  HSBC had also introduced monthly charges - £14 for November; £8 for December

2022/10/03	Gas testing of Millennium Wheel burners/solar powered lighting around Beacon basket – to approve 
quotation for gas testing/upgrade works; to consider green bio LPG
Bio LPG is not currently available in canisters.  Quotation still awaited for testing/pipe repairs.  An LED projection effect could be an alternative option.  ACTION: Cllr’s SJ Heminsley, D Bowman and D Liddle to look at alternative options for lighting of the beacon.    

2022/10/04	To consider grant request from Tynedale Hospice from Home
It was resolved to grant £120.

2022/10/05	To receive acknowledgement of grants from Sport Tynedale, British Legion and Friends of Newbrough School
Grant acknowledgements noted.

2022/10/06	To approve budget 2022-2023
It was resolved to approve the budget for 2022-2023.  Reserves may need to be utilised for additional clearance works at Warden bridge/footpaths, and would be discussed further at next Parish Council meeting.

2022/10/07	To approve precept requirements of £9250 2022-2023
It was resolved to approve the precept requirements of £9250 for 2022-2023. ACTION: Clerk to confirm to County Council.

2022/10/08	To consider proposals for Section 106 funding available for the parish
An open space project involving Climate Action Group could be a possibility.

2022/11	The Railway Inn
County Council had advised the restriction on the property from ACV listing relates to the sale of the freehold or leasehold, and prevention of demolition of the pub itself.  Any variation in the use of the whole or part would be a matter for planning.  They would view the listing as a material consideration in any change of use application. It was felt the law is not strong enough to protect an Asset of Community Value.  The owner had extended their previous offer of a 10 year rent free term to 15 Years to the Fourstones Community Venture Group.

2022/12	Climate Change 
2022/12/01	To receive update from Climate Change Group 
Tree planting being carried out.

2022/12/02	To consider Parish Council declaring a Climate Emergency
The purpose in declaring a Climate Emergency would be to show leadership, stimulate action, and for the Parish Council to be held accountable for their actions, however the definition in order for Cllrs to comfortably explain what it is and what the Council would be hoping to achieve appears unclear, and it would have to mean something to the Parish Council and not solely a tick box process.  There were downsides, and possible repercussions for individual Parish Cllr’s.  It was agreed the Parish Council acknowledge climate change exists and would work with community based projects involved in the matter. The option of declaring a Climate Emergency would be revisited at a later date.      

2022/13	To consider 70 year Queen Elizabeth celebrations June 2022
It was resolved to organise lighting of the beacon on the evening of 2/6/22, and a village gathering in advance of this.  A budget of £300 authorised.  ACTION: Cllr’s G Charlton, S Robson and L Kay to contact W.I. and Newbrough School to discuss the event.  Clerk to inform Newbrough Parish Council, should they wish to be involved.

2022/13/01	To approve financing commemorative mugs for Newbrough School pupils
Further to request from Newbrough Parish Council, it was resolved to cover 50% of the costs for the purchase of commemorative mugs for school pupils.

2022/14	To consider Parish Council response to emergencies within the parish
There were elderly people in the parish who had been in dire need of assistance further to power cuts during Storm Arwen and the Parish Council should be involved in future emergencies.   Village Halls can sign up to be Emergency Rest Centre’s, with the hall currently registered for flooding events. ACTION: S Robson to initially speak to D Spearman, Town Hall Committee.

2022/15	To consider supporting Transport North East to deliver its programme of zero emission buses
It was resolved to support Transport North East to deliver its programme of zero emission buses.

2022/16	To receive items for next meeting 
There were no items for the next meeting.

2022/17	Date and Time of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 7th March 2022 commencing 7pm in Newbrough Town 
Hall

The meeting closed at 904pm.

	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Allotments
	Cllr WJ Foot to research options for water pump

	Volunteers for footpath clearance works
	Cllr J Martin to compile article for February Stanegate;
T Fish, County Council, to carry out site inspection when next in the parish

	Damaged signpost near to Paper Mill
	County Cllr to chase up with County Council

	Replacement village signage
	Clerk to contact owner of land at Warden Bridge for permission to place structure. Cllr S Robson to arrange clearance works on land West of Paper mill road crossing and mockup signage.

	Litter Pick
	Clerk to arrange loan of litter picking equipment for 3rd April 2022

	Recycled seating
	Cllr’s Robson & Liddle to produce map of exact location and contact landowner.  Clerk to forward details of seating to all Cllrs

	Millennium wheel burners/lighting of beacon
	Cllr’s SJ Heminsley, D Bowman and D Liddle to look at alternative sources of light

	Rewilding
	Cllr Robson to compile article inviting suggestions for rewilding areas in the parish.

	Queen Elizabeth Platinum celebration events
	Cllrs G Charlton, S Robson and L Kay to speak to WI/Newbrough School.  Clerk to contact Newbrough Parish Council

	North Bank, Fourstones Give Way Signage
	Parish Council to organise cleansing of signage

	Environment Agency
	County Cllr to confirm attendance of EA representative at next Parish Council

	Emergencies within the parish
	Cllr S Robson to speak to D Spearman of Newbrough Town Hall Committee

	Parish Council precept 2022-2023
	Clerk to confirm 2022-2023 precept requirements to County Council

	Transport North East
	Clerk to confirm Parish Council support with TNE programme of zero emission buses
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