Ovington Tree Project

What started this?
Concern at the number of diseased trees being felled prompted an independent survey of parish trees. Local residents were also mindful of the need to act to address Climate Change.
The loss of mature trees has a major threat to local wildlife.
Disease, Climate Change and Biodiversity have created a sense of urgency to the Parish Council Tree Strategy. We plan to plant new trees, hedgerows and replace diseased and dying trees over the foreseeable future.
 
Action agreed
A professional independent survey of parish trees identified that the presence of Chalara (Ash Dieback) is severe
The results were startling:

-We only have 527 individual trees (outside woodland areas),
- 59% of individual trees are Ash
- Only 24% of parish individual trees are young trees..  
- The majority of Ash are succumbing to Ash Die Back (Chalara). We have already had to fell mature trees with Ash die back and are saddened to see young trees suffering.

Parish Council are determined to increase diversity of native trees to ensure our parish is less susceptible to existing tree diseases and potentially new diseases spreading into our parish through climate change, alien invasion and ‘innocent’ garden planting from imported stocks. 
Additionally, local residents record wildlife/bird species seen during the year. This way we can monitor over time any changes in species or numbers seen. Increasing tree diversity should encourage more and different wildlife, whereas loss of trees reduces habitats.
 
Success to date 
Spring 2021 saw the first major planting along Coal Lane and St Andrews Lane with bare root whips and saplings bought by the parish council. 
The Woodland Trust and Northumberland County Council donated hedgerow and Copse trees November/December 2021. Parish Council are working with Ovington Community Group to organise events around tree planting to encourage engagement with families and young people.
Landowners have agreed field boundaries where more trees can be planted, plus areas where new copses can be planted. 

Further tree action
To transplant bare root trees they need to be dormant. Due to the mild autumn 2021, tree nurseries were unable to lift trees as they were still in leaf. Further planting of bare root trees is planned January to March 2022. 
Tree planting is only the start of the work. Planted trees need to be kept clear of overgrowth, which involves a lot of volunteer effort throughout the year. Existing mature trees will need crown raising/thinning/lopping. Hedgerows will need sensitive trimming to avoid young trees we wish to grow to a mature tree.  We are fortunate to have support from landowners to assist with maintenance, but public highway planting and community land needs volunteer support. 

 Future vision
Aside from more tree planting in hedgerows and copse creation, we have a vision to create a linear arboretum from Ovingham Orchard to Ovington Joiners Park, with a loop back via footpaths to Whittle Dene down to Ovingham. This will use existing public paths, avoiding busy roads with no pavements. The linear arboretum would have flowering trees such as bird cherry and crab apple on the entry to the village.  In gardens and parkland near the proposed linear arboretum, non-native UK cultivated trees with good carbon capture could be encouraged.
What would be really good is to have some larger, statement, native trees to make the linear arboretum an example of bigger trees that can safely be planted near roadsides. A conundrum for landowners and parish council alike. 

Volunteering and participation
We encourage  involvement with the local schools and young people’s groups. After all, the larger tree species we plant in the near future will not mature until current school children grow up and have families of their own. We need engagement by young people to appreciate trees and carry on the work we have started. This could be through connecting all aspects of the curriculum to local work e.g.:
· Presenting data on trees and wildlife --- using mathematics, design and creativity
· Identification of trees in the community --- using biodiversity science, geography
· Demonstrating how important trees are for wildlife --  science, geography
· Demonstrating how important trees are for the community --- science, health and wellbeing
Horticultural, land management and forestry students would also benefit by volunteering to assist with many aspects of the tree project.

How to get involved

More volunteers and local residents with expertise are most welcome to assist, please contact ovingtonparishcouncil@btinternet.com. Volunteers can plant trees, help keep trees clear of weeds and overgrowth, monitor tree health or be involved with tree and wildlife surveys.
 If anyone is keen to learn how to use brush cutters and other heavy equipment please contact ovingtonparishcouncil@btinternet.com 
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