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Congh:’rs’f Parich Councit

Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 07 JULY 2022
Longhirst Village Hall

Minutes are also available online

Draft MINUTES
PRESENT: Clir Peter Coates, ClIr Glen Fahy, ClIr Peter Lovering, Clir Janet Quinn,
Cllr Richard Tordoff
APOLOGIES: Cllr Chris Marr, Cllr Jon Mills, NCC ClIr David Towns
IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), 2x residents
A PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

There were no items raised by the public present, and no items have been sent to
the Clerk to be raised.

B Update from Northumbria Police
There was no update and no Police Officer present.

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS
Cllr Towns gave his apologies due to holiday commitments.

D RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:

i) Longhirst Colliery - Bill Dryden

Road repairs
The residents at Longhirst Colliery had requested the help of the Parish Council in

getting the potholes repaired along Straker Terrace. This is not an adopted
highway, and is owned by Northumberland Aged Mineworkers' Homes
Association but the County Council have agreed to undertake the repairs.

Tree clearance
The clearance work after Storm Arwen continues in the woodland at Longhirst
Colliery.

ii) Micklewood - Clir J Mills
As ClIr Mills was absent, ClIr J Quinn confirmed that there were no items to raise.

iii) Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson
As Mr Robson was absent, Cllr J Quinn stated that the tree involved in the recent
tragic accident at Longhirst Hall has now been removed.
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1 APOLOGIES

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors were asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda, now
and at the point of that item. Councillors are also reminded to keep their declaration
forms up-to-date.

Cllr G Fahy asked members to note that his sons have applied to work at North East
Grains (ref item®6.3); the Chair felt this did not constitute an interest as the item is for
information only.

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 05 MAY 2022
a) Annual Parish Meeting (public)
b) Annual Parish Council Meeting
c) Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting

The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meetings and were duly
signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

4.1 Schedule of meetings available on website and on notice boards
This has been done.

4.2 Audit papers sent to PKF Littlejohn and on website
This has been done.

4.3 Litter bin for Longhirst Colliery Bus Shelter
The bin at a cost of £119.94 (inc VAT and delivery) is on order and will be
delivered to Clir G Fahy, who has offered to fit it.

4.4 Queen’s Jubilee Picnic - feedback
The event was not as well-attended as had been hoped for, possibly as it was so
close to the Open Gardens event, but those who came did enjoy the day. The
Chair expressed his thanks to all of those involved in the organisation of the
event.

4.5 Queen’s Jubilee Plaque
The plaque at a cost of £154.99 (inc stakes for fixing) is on order and will be
delivered to ClIr P Coates. The Wildlife Group is still discussing the location of the
commemorative tree/plaque.

5 PLANNING

5.1 Dairy Lane outstanding issues
The houses are nearly complete, but the access route through the wall at
Longhirst Hall is still open. Whilst planning permission does exist for a third
house, it is unclear if that will be built.

ClIr P Lovering raised a query about access for the new properties, and the Chair
confirmed that it was his understanding that any properties on that field have
vehicular access along Dairy Lane.
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5.2 Domino’s Field Inspectorate Appeal APP/P2935/W/22/3295617
The planning refusal is being appealed by the developer, and the matter has
been submitted to the national Planning Inspectorate. The status of the appeal
can be viewed online, so far a date for a final decision has not yet been set.

5.3 The Old Pavillion John Dobson Drive - objection submitted - 22/01461/FUL
The Parish Council submitted an objection to this. Members hope that this will
be the last application for the parkland at Longhirst Hall.

5.4 SUEZ proposal for Anaerobic Digester, Ellington - public consultation
Suez are undertaking their own consultation prior to submitting a planning
application for a digester at the Ellington waste recovery site. The Parish Council
has no comment to make on the application.

5.6 Longhirst Village Hall solar panels - 22/02164/LBC
The Parish Council welcomes that solar panels (and a battery for storage) are to

be fitted to the village hall.

6 BUSINESS
Please refer to the Parish Council Plan

6.1 Ashington Road Flooding issues - update (Clir Coates)
No further progress has been made on the outstanding issues for this stretch of
road. The ditch still needs to be properly cleared, a larger drainage pipe installed,
and the road level raised. The Chair will contact Clir D Towns (NCC) to chase up
these issues.
ACTION: CHAIR
6.2 Wildlife Group update (Clir Coates)
The Chair gave an update on the work of the Wildlife Group:
e The group has met recently and is considering an appropriate spot for the
Queen’s Jubilee tree and plaque
e Now has a bank account set up that will in turn allow it to source funds
e A third newsletter has been produced, that was again favourably received
e CllIr Coates has met with residents from Ulgham Lane and from
Broomhaugh

6.3 North East Grains feedback from recent meeting (Clir Coates)
Councillors visited the site on Monday and felt it had been useful to see further in
to the facility. Overall the Chair is pleased that the relationship between the
Parish Council and NE Grains is much improved.

6.4 Potland Park issues - access, improvements, fly tipping (Clir Fahy)
Fly Tipping
The fly tipping situation is improving and ClIr Fahy receives updates direct from
the Environmental Enforcement Officer when any remedial action has been
taken. The CCTV that was discussed has not materialised, however.

Access

The access issues remain unsolved. At present walkers can access the mown
fields across the area but the bridleway remains effectively closed as it is
overgrown and the entranceways are blocked with large bails. Those are
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understood to be there to prevent fly tipping, but this does also prevent the grass
cutters getting on to the site. Cllr Fahy has contacted NCC to ask for the bails to
be removed and the grass cut. He received a response from Rob Murfin, Director
of Planning, NCC, but that addressed wider issues around future improvements
to the site.

All members felt strongly that the bridleway is an existing public right of way and
the County Council is responsible for ensuring it is open. The Chair will also
discuss this with Cllr D Towns (NCC).
ACTION: CHAIR
6.5 Footpath clearance nr Longhirst Hall Cricket club (Clir Tordoff)
This work has still not been done. The Chair was concerned that the County
Council may be under the impression that Longhirst Hall is the landowner
concerned and is wasting time trying to contact the wrong people. The land is
actually owned by the Cricket Club. ClIr Tordoff will contact NCC to ask them to
confirm that they are liaising with the Cricket Club..
ACTION: CLLR R TORDOFF
6.6 Repair to seat nr St John’s Church (Clir Tordoff)
The work is almost complete.

6.7 StJohn’s Lychgate repairs update (Clir Coates)
A contractor has been appointed. As much of the original materials are to be
reinstated where possible, but a good deal will need to be replaced due to the
level of damage caused by the crash. The contractor has the materials on order
but there could be a delay as the roof tiles need to be made by hand.

6.8 Parish Council logo update (Clir Coates)
The Chair reported that progress has been slow as he wanted to get the views of
other groups in the village and this has been delayed due to holiday
commitments. However, an agreement was reached to advertise the
competition. He plans to contact Pegswood School and put an item in the
Longhirst Leader; and will consider if the advert needs to go any wider than that.
ACTION: CHAIR
6.9 Public Rights of Way maintenance issues (Clir Mills)
Tony Derbyshire, Countryside Officer, NCC had received Clir Mills’ list of
maintenance requests, but only a very few have been actioned as the department
is still busy dealing with the clear-up after Storm Arwen. Mr Derbyshire
confirmed the Council’s commitment to undertaking the full list in due course.

6.10 Request for additional signage at Longhirst Road junction - update (Clerk)
Clir G Fahy had requested that signage be added at the junction where the
Longhirst Colliery Road joins Longhirst Road. Neither the left nor right turns are
sign-posted and this does leave many visitors unsure of which way to go.

The Highways Dept, NCC has agreed to add a sign for Ashington (to the right).
This will not include any signage for the left-hand turn, nor any road numbers, as
there are rules about consistency and continuity for signage. It appears this will
be done at no cost to the Parish Council.

6.11 Local Transport Plan requests 2023/24 - deadline 29 July 2022

Councillors agreed to submit just one priority this year: for resurfacing of the
remainder of the C125 road and footways from North East Grains, past Longhirst
Colliery, and along to the T-Junction of Ashington Road.
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ACTION: CLERK
Standing Orders - minor changes
As a result of the audit some minor changes were suggested to the Standing
Orders:

e Para 5.5.3 - to reflect the change to online banking, this has been
amended to take out the reference to ‘all payments’ being made by
cheque.

e Para 5.7.2 - the more detailed procurement processes for large contracts
starts at the threshold of £25k (nhot £50k).

These were agreed and the revised version was adopted.

Financial Regs - minor changes
As a result of the audit some minor changes were suggested to the Financial
Regulations:

e Para 5.5 c) - that the limit on internal bank transfers between the Parish
Council accounts is £50k, or the amount allowed by the bank

e Para 6.20 - that it is preferable for the Clerk or Councillors to avoid the use
of personal credit or debit cards, but their use is not banned.

These were agreed and the revised version was adopted.
Expenses Policy - for adoption

This policy is based on national good practice and sets out the situations where
expenses are paid. This was agreed and adopted.

Model Code of Conduct (revised, provided by LGA) - for adoption

The current policy is based on a model provided by the National Association of
Local Councils. Recently the Local Government Association undertook a review
into the code and has issued its own, revised model. Members were asked to
note that the legislation has not changed, and the main tenets of the code
remain the same, but this new version has more detail and examples for
reference. This was agreed and adopted.

Guidance on use of Social Media (provided by NCC) - for adoption
This policy is based on guidance provided by Northumberland County Council.
This was agreed and adopted.

Parish Plan Review
Members reviewed the plan and made the following comments / amends:
2.2 Woodland clearance - work is underway - action marked as completed
3.2 Dairy Lane access issues

e documents sourced where possible - that action marked as completed

e Residents’ Associations to consider private arrangement - this is still under
discussion

4.3 Defibrillator training - some sessions have been delivered, more can be
arranged if requested - action marked as completed
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5.5 Memorial item for Jill Elphick - previously agreed to be the naming of the
room in Longhirst Village Hall -action marked as completed

6.4 C125 improvements - the actions were updated to clarify that this relates to
both the path and the road surface; an action remains for the Parish Council to
lobby NCC to upgrade the remaining stretch of road up to the junction with the
Ashington Road

6.9 Old Haulage Road - the Chair noted that a new office has been installed
suggesting that reinstatement work on the road may start soon

Cllr J Quinn asked for the wording on the ‘action key’ to be clarified.
ACTION: CLERK

7 BUDGET

7.1 Bank Statements 22/23 and Budget Monitoring 22/23

The bank statements were presented and are on the website. The Clerk asked
members to note that she has not been able to access the statement for the
Current Account for May and June due to technical problems with the online
banking system, but has provided a screenshot of the balance.

7.2 Insurance renewal complete - potential shortfall in cover for assets
The insurance has been renewed at a price of £509.60 (higher due to an increase
in insurance premium tax).

The insurance policy allows for claims up to £37,672 for street furniture items in
any given year. The current asset register has an estimated value of £54,320,
therefore there is potentially a shortfall in the amount of cover.

The insurers, BHIB, confirmed that the Parish Council has a standard level of
cover based on the size of the parish. Whilst additional cover could be purchased
this would be disproportionately more expensive.

Whilst it does not cover the value of all the items, it does give adequate cover
in-year (as it is unlikely that the Parish Council would need to claim for all of its
assets in that time frame). On that basis, members agreed to remain with the
standard level of coverage.

73 D i Fi for 2023/24 and land registry deeds

An revised agreement was presented, the aim being to reference updated
legislation after Brexit. Schedule 2, Rural Development Schemes is not complete
and the Clerk is awaiting further information from the solicitors. Cllr J Quinn
believes that the relevant legislation has not yet been updated and that may be
the reason for the delay

Councillors were happy with the rest of the agreement and authorised payment
for this work, once the missing section has been provided. The Clerk is also still
awaiting a better quality version of the official site plan for inclusion; if one is not
available then the original one may be used.

ACTION: CLERK

7.4 View-only banking access for Chair and Vice Chair

The Clerk will bring paperwork to the next meeting to apply for ‘read only’ access
to the bank accounts both by telephone and online banking, for the Chair and
Vice Chair. All parties need to be present to sign the paperwork.
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ACTION: CLERK

The Clerk also reported that there is some confusion at TSB about her level of
access, but she feels this is likely a mistake at the bank and is not currently
affecting her ability to continue with either online or internet banking.

Gift for Auditor
Members agreed that the Clerk could purchase a £30 gift card as a thank you to
the internal auditor.

CONSULTATIONS
There are no items for consideration

REPORTS from Councillors (for any items not covered above)
Opportunity for Councillors to raise any other issues for information only

Software problems producing a report for the Longhirst Leader
ClIr J Quinn stated that she has a lot of problems formatting the text from the
draft minutes when preparing the Parish Council’s article for the Longhirst Leader
as she uses different software from the Clerk. The Clerk will look in to options to
remedy this. The Chair reminded ClIr Quinn she need only paraphrase those
items that are of interest to the Leader.

ACTION: CLERK
Recent repairs to Longhirst Hall wall
Cllr R Tordoff felt that the recent repairs done to the walls at Longhirst Hall
Gatehouse were not of good quality, particularly given that the wall is listed. He
had been in touch with the Conservation Officer at NCC who agreed that the
work was not up to the required standard, but left Cllr Tordoff unclear on what
action would be taken. As a first step members asked the Clerk to contact NCC
to establish what enforcement or remedial action it would be taking.

ACTION: CLERK
CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)

Visual arts trail for The Lindisfarne Gospels
Councillors noted the information but did not feel it was something that the

village could accommodate.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7pm on Thursday, 01 September 2022 at Longhirst Village Hall

Close of meeting at 8.35pm
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